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Moderne, organized largely through the efforts 
of Miss Carson and members of the Ameri- 
can Committee for Devastated France, plan 
the establishment of training courses for 
those looking forward to work in the newer 
type of public library in which the members 



of the Comite are interested. It is their hope 
that with the assistance of the leaders in this 
progressive movement these courses may be 
given in the American Library. 

W. Dawson Johnston, Director, 
American Library in Paris, Inc. 



COMMITTEE REPORTS, 1921-22 



BOOKBINDING 

The activities of the A. L. A. Committee 
on Bookbinding for the year 1921-22 have 
consisted in part in the continuation of work 
included in the programs of previous years, 
with some new undertakings which have been 
developed in response to recognized needs in 
the course of our regular work. 

The bookbinding exhibits have been used 
with apparently no lessening of interest, in 
ten library schools, summer schools and li- 
brary institutes, in two state meetings, five 
public and three high school libraries, at the 
N. E. A. in Des Moines, and at the Iowa 
State Fair in connection with the exhibit of 
the Iowa Library Commission, twenty-two 
places in all. 

In response to inquiries from several of 
the smaller publishers, the binding specifica- 
tions for strong edition work, intended for 
the larger books of the reference type, which 
were prepared some years ago by the Book- 
binding Committee, have been revised, the re- 
vision being included in this report. The co- 
operation of ten or more practical library 
binders of high standing and of supervisors 
of binding in large libraries in the prepara- 
tion of details, has resulted in a set of work- 
able specifications which are being brought 
to the attention of publishers in general 
through the National Association of Book 
Publishers. The cordial co-operation of for- 
mer chairmen of the Bookbinding Committee 
in this work is gratefully acknowledged. 

As the result of an apparent need, a set of 
general instructions for library binders has 
been compiled, covering many details of prep- 
aration for binding which some binders over- 
look, but which are important from the li- 
brary standpoint. These were submitted to 
the same binders and supervisors as were the 
specifications for strong edition work, re- 



ferred to above, and were approved in the 
main by all. 

The question of inferior paper and bind- 
ings in the books of recent years is calling 
protests from various quarters. Complaints 
have been sent to several publishers concern- 
ing the conspicuous defects in certain books, 
the replies being varied in character and 
rather unsatisfactory. The Bookbinding Com- 
mittee in co-operation with the Bookbuying 
Committee is taking the matter up in a more 
comprehensive way, with a view to securing 
the sentiment of a large number of librarians 
with specific examples of books whose lack 
of durability has attracted attention. With 
these specific examples as the basis of our 
appeal, it is planned to approach the publishers 
through the Secretary of the National As- 
sociation of Book Publishers in the interest 
of improved durability in forthcoming books. 

It must be recognized that, although the 
library trade may be a comparatively small 
item in book sales, libraries do introduce to 
large numbers of people and thus popularize 
the best books published, thereby indirectly 
increasing the sales through the regular book 
agencies to an incalculable extent. And we 
are confident that the publishers, knowing 
something of the value of the library trade, 
will give due consideration to our appeal for 
more serviceable books. 

The rapid introduction of the oversewing 
machine into library binderies indicates its 
general acceptance as a necessary part of up- 
to-date binding equipment, notwithstanding its 
expense, which with the scoring machine (an 
indispensable adjunct which insures a flat 
opening for books made from the heavier 
papers) is a little more than $4,000. 

The prices of binding supplies and the 
binders' wage scales show a considerable re- 
duction as compared with those of sixteen 
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months ago, which is reflected in occasional 
revisions downward in binders' price lists. 

Mary E. Wheelock, Chairman 

Florence Dowden 

Sarah L. Munson 

Appendix 

Binding Specifications for Strong Edition 

Work for Books of the Reference Type 

Compiled by the A. L. A. Committee on 
Bookbinding, March, 1922 

Paper. The quality of paper for reference 
books or other large volumes is of first 
importance, satisfactory binding being 
largely dependent on suitable paper. A de- 
sirable paper for such books is a light 
weight stock of firm, yet flexible quality, 
not highly calendered, but which takes il- 
lustrations well if illustrations are to be 
used. Inner margins should be not less 
than three-fourths of an inch in depth, and 
outer margins not less than five-eighths of 
an inch. 

Sewing. Signatures should be composed 
of eight leaves, sixteen pages. The Smythe 
machine is commonly employed for sewing 
books of the type under consideration. At- 
tention is directed, however, to the feasi- 
bility of the use of the oversewing machine, 
rapidly coming into use among binders do- 
ing work for libraries, and which produces 
an ideal sewing for large books having 
constant use. W. Elmo Reavis, 210 East 
Washington St., Los Angeles, Cal., will be 
able to furnish names of owners of over- 
sewing machines in different cities. 

A first-class grade of cotton thread 
should be used. The Intrinsic, Lock's and 
Myer's are three good makes. For the 
average sized book a No. 16 for the upper 
thread and No. 20 for the lower are com- 
monly used. 

A good length for stitches when the 
Smythe machine is used is one inch to 
one-and-a-half inches with space of five- 
eighths of an inch between stitches. 

Lining, Rounding and Backing. A good 
lining is made from a rather light grade of 
canton flannel, cut to cover the back of 
the book to within one-fourth inch of top 
and bottom, and extending over on each 



side one-and-a-half inches. After rounding 
and backing, the backs of the books are 
given a thin coat of flexible glue, and the 
strips of canton flannel are pasted and ap- 
plied with the nap side to the backs while 
the glue is fresh. A soft, though strong 
grade of sateen or muslin may be used 
for lining instead of canton flannel. Super 
is entirely inadequate. 

Joints. The lining thus adheres firmly to 
the back of the book; the part extending 
one-and-a-half inches on each side is 
pasted to the continuous end paper of some 
subdued tint, — a tan kraft or soft gray, — 
which has been stripped along the fold with 
a strong, although never stiff nor heavy 
muslin, thus making a double cloth joint 
which is entirely concealed when the book 
is finished. The cover is fastened to the 
book by means of the end papers, which 
are securely pasted in place with special 
care as to joints. 

Boards. The best quality of cloth board 
should be used, suited in weight to the 
size and weight of the book 

Cover Cloth. Serviceable shades of buck- 
ram are the Holliston No. 91 (dark blue), 
and No. 92 (dark green) ; and the Inter- 
laken No. 305 (maroon), No. 307 (dark 
blue), No. 309 (dark green), and No. 320 
(green). 

Pressing. Books should remain in press 
not less than twelve hours, — twenty-four 
hours is better, — or until thoroughly dry. 

Finishing. All finishing should be done in 
XXD gold leaf. 

To summarize: The requisites for edi- 
tion work of a well made book of what- 
ever size are a fair grade of paper, with 
type of size and spacing so arranged as 
to be easily readable, good machine sewing, 
careful rounding, backing and lining, joints 
adequate to the size and weight of the 
volume, suitable boards and cover material, 
proper pressing, and tasteful and durable 
lettering. 

BOOK BUYING 

At the threshold of this year's work, the 
Association was handed two challenges — one 
by the new tariff makers, the other by the 
Publishers' Copyright League. Each proposed 
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to resurrect a corpse buried these thirty years. 
To both of these menacing proposals our 
committees have given emphatic denial. 

On July 21 the House passed, virtually 
without debate, the so-called Fordney Tariff 
Bill. In reference to books, this bill reversed 
the leading features of the McKinley Act of 
1890, though of the same political origin. 
Under that Act, books in foreign languages 
had been put upon the free list, as also those 
for the blind. It had continued the policy, in- 
augurated in 1870, of freeing twenty-year old 
books ; that, started in 1816, of exempting 
institutions ; and finally the one of 1790, which 
lifted the duty from an immigrant's books 
and necessary household effects. 

In the four tariff enactments since that 
date, equally divided between the two Parties, 
there was further advance in liberalism, cul- 
minating in the Underwood-Simmons Act of 
1913, which reduced the rate (on English 
books under twenty years of age, not ordered 
by institutions) to 15% from the 25% pre- 
vailing since 1864, and removed textbooks 
from the dutiable list. 

The new measure raised the rate to 20%, 
on American valuation — the estimated equiv- 
alent of 25%, on the accustomed foreign val- 
uation — that is, restored the Civil War rate; 
and closed the free list to all save institu- 
tions and the blind, even limiting the former 
to two copies. 

As this reversed our own national policy, 
which in turn falls short of the free trade 
in books general abroad, the Committee on 
Book Buying joined that on Federal and 
Slate Relations in protest to the Senate Com- 
mittee on Finance. Their statement was wide- 
ly seconded, with the result that in the Hear- 
ing of December 21, the Association's rep- 
resentative spoke in the name of the Ameri- 
can Council on Education and bore the written 
endorsement of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science, American Asso- 
ciation of University Professors, American 
Chemical Society, American Economic As- 
sociation, American Historical Association, 
American Philological Association, American 
Physical Society, American Political Science 
Association, Association of American Col- 
leges, Association of Urban Universities, 
College Art Association, Conference of East- 



ern College Librarians, Conference of West- 
ern University and College Librarians, Geolog- 
ical Society of America, Modern Language 
Association, National Education Association, 
as well as scores of educational institutions. 

In co-ordination with this Washington 
address, nation wide publicity was maintained 
through newspapers and in correspondence 
with persons prominent in the field of edu- 
cation, science, art and scholarship. Partic- 
ularly effective was the alliance with the 
American Council on Education, which ar- 
ranged for the Hearing and then printed and 
broadcast our brief in Congress, and with 
the American Association of University Pro- 
fessors, through which Faculty petitions, 
especially in pivotal States, were arranged. 
All the while, steady contact with the Capitol 
was maintained by conferences and corre- 
spondence. In fact the rate compromise was 
effected after the Bill had gone to press. 

These efforts have been gratifyingly suc- 
cessful. In the Senate Committee's revision, 
presented April 11, the rate is kept at 15%, 
on foreign valuation (25% if of American 
authorship), the limit on number of copies 
allowed free importation is removed, while 
the following are restored to the free list: 

1. Foreign language books. 

2. Books printed and bound more than 
twenty years. 

3. The immigrant's books (and necessary 
household effects). 

Duty-free textbooks are missed, but on this 
point reconsideration is probable, and it is 
but fair to add that the concession of un- 
limited importation was intended to meet this 
need. 

In contrast with the publishers and book- 
sellers, whose proposals, except where identi- 
cal with ours, did not gain the Committee's 
favor, the manufacturers (printers, litho- 
graphers, binders) left distinct impression. 
Hence the rate compromise, the requirement 
also that the old book must not be in a new 
binding to escape duty, and the provision of 
a 45% duty on books the chief value of which 
lies in the leather binding. The Committee 
did not feel justified in jeopardizing the re- 
lief to serious readers by offering spirited 
advocacy of luxury items. The recognition 
accorded and the respect it seems to hold at 
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the end confirm the wisdom of this initial 
decision. 

This tariff measure proved to have a hidden 
connection with the copyright proposal which 
has required an equal share of our attention. 
The Unions offered to concur in a movement 
to repeal an obnoxious clause of their author- 
ship in the Copyright Act if they could secure 
a higher and longer tariff wall. Under this 
clause, contrary to usage elsewhere, a for- 
eigner writing in English cannot secure 
United States copyright unless his work is 
manufactured here. As universal validity of 
an author's property right is a matter of ele- 
mentary justice, the American Library As- 
sociation is naturally interested to see that 
he gets it in America. There is satisfaction, 
therefore, that its tariff rate proposal, ac- 
cepted at the last moment by the Senate 
Committee, apparently paves the way to such 
result, without sacrificing the public interest, 
for, in imposing a higher rate on incoming 
books of American authorship than on bona 
fide foreign books it meets the Unions' fear 
that American publishers may send domestic 
work abroad to be done. 

The repeal of the manufacturing clause in 
the copyright law would remove the major 
difficulty from the path of American entry 
into the International Copyright Union. To 
this end a bill was drawn by the Authors' 
League of America, but at the moment of 
consummation the Publishers' Copyright 
League, at its final session, October 4th, be- 
fore reorganization as the Copyright Bureau 
of the newly formed National Association of 
Book Publishers, passed resolutions which 
threw the entire situation into confusion, and 
forced the League's acceptance of a proviso 
fraught with the greatest peril to American 
libraries and the users of foreign books. 

To this situation the Council gave consid- 
eration December 30 in executive session, and, 
after hearing publisher and committee spokes- 
men, voted unanimous condemnation of the 
former's proposal, while commending Ameri- 
can membership in the Union. 

In the language of the October 4th resolu- 
tions, the proposal was 

"That during the existence of the 
American copyright in any book, work of 
art, or musical composition, the impor- 
tation into the United States shall be pro- 



hibited, unless such importation is made 
with the consent of the proprietor of the 
American copyright." 

Under criticism the proposal was softened 
in form though not altered in substance, so 
as to allow institutions and individuals to im- 
port, for use and not for sale, single copies of 

"any book as published in the country of 
origin with the authorization of the au- 
thor, or copyright proprietor . . . pro- 
vided the publisher of the American edi- 
tion of such book has (within ten days 
after written demand) declined or neg- 
lected to agree to supply such copy." 

Stripped of its sanctimonious garb, this 
proviso simply means to place in the hands 
of American publisher-jobbers the oppor- 
tunity of monopolizing the country's book 
importations and of selling all foreign books 
on their own terms. This follows irrespective 
of whether the United States enters the 
Union or stops at repeal of the manufactur- 
ing clause. Inside, (virtually) all European 
books would enjoy American copyright. Out- 
side, such right would be established by 
mere compliance with the formality of notice, 
deposit, and registration. Without cost or 
for a dollar and a copy, according as we 
were in or out of the Union, the price of 
an edition would in a twinkling shift from 
the foreign price to the American. The de- 
preciation of foreign money would make sole 
agencies mutually alluring. What the inter- 
national publisher would do is not a matter 
of conjecture. His catalogs are already in 
print. It is an odd fact that, while in London 
he lists American books at American prices 
or less, he finds it necessary here to charge 
thirty to forty cents or more a shilling for 
his English books. Under the existing law, 
we can escape by buying abroad, but with 
his deadly proviso enacted, we must come to 
him or do without. As for the author, for 
whom copyright law was called into existence, 
he is lost in the shuffle. 

The bill was introduced April 28 by Rep. 
J. N. Tincher, of Kansas, but hearings are 
not expected till the tariff situation clears 
for the Unions. Every library organization 
in the United States will do well to im- 
prove the interval by earnest study of this 
subject, so as to be ready at call for in- 
telligent pressure on Congress. 

Upon these two topics of tariff and copy- 
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right, the Committee has issued six bulletins 
in the library periodicals of September, De- 
cember, January and February, while the 
tariff argument before the Senate Committee 
appeared also in the Educational Record 
vol. 3, no. 1, as well as in the Revised Hear- 
ings on Schedule 15. 

Five other bulletins, similarly published, 
carried advice in other directions. That of 
August, entitled "Plain English — and Amer- 
ican," reported the revised terms of certain 
New York houses and presented a typical 
cost sheet. In October a fair price list for 
"Foreign periodicals of 1922" was presented; 
also, the case of the Catholic encyclopedia 
supplement's paper. In November detailed 
directions, "How to import," were given, 
including an exhibit of twenty-five recent 
English titles, with London and New York 
prices in parallel columns (as kindly fur- 
nished by a western librarian). In April 
the new German export scheme, effective 
April first, and generally trebling domestic 
prices to the United States, was expounded, 
with approval. Finally, in June the Commit- 
tee published protest against U. S. Treasury 
Decision 39108 which required the indelible 
marking of title pages or covers of imported 
publications with the English name of the 
country of origin. 

The year has been one of teamwork. This 
Committee has been intimately associated 
with that on Federal and State Relations in 
the legislation above discussed and wishes 
to record its keen appreciation of the friend- 
ly co-operation established by Dr. Wyer and 
his associates. 

And we have had cause in common with 
the Committee on Bookbinding. Miss Whee- 
lock will present important data, which we 
trust may result in improved standards of 
workmanship and materials. 

Of the Committee's private labors in cor- 
respondence, no report need be given. It is 
sensible of the confidence reposed, and can 
only regret that this work is, after all, an 
aside, and, however devoted, remains in char- 
acter circumscribed. 

M. Llewellyn Raney, Chairman. 
Asa Don Dickinson, 
C. Tefft Hewitt, 

HlLLER C. WELLMAN. 

Purd B. Wright. 



CATALOGING 

The Committee has not been able to have 
a meeting during the past year, but has done 
much work by correspondence. A Sub-Com- 
mittee on the Cataloging of Incunabula met 
at Chicago in December and formulated ten- 
tative rules for the cataloging of incunabula. 
These rules have been presented not only to 
the members of the Committee, but to various 
other persons interested. So much diversity 
of opinion has been encountered that it seems 
unwise to print the rules, even in their tenta- 
tive form, until further discussion and con- 
ference can be had at the Detroit meeting. 

The Committee, therefore, submits this as 
a report of progress. It is hoped to publish 
rules for the cataloging of incunabula in 
agreement with the Committee of the [Brit- 
ish] Library Association early in the autumn. 
For the Committee, 
Wm. W. Bishop, Chairman. 

CIVIL SERVICE RELATIONS 

The removal to Paris during the course of 
the year of W. Dawson Johnston, Chair- 
man and most active member, has resulted 
in comparatively little activity on the part 
of the Committee and few results. 

Before he left the country Dr. Johnston 
wrote an article on "Standardization of the 
Federal Library Service" which well sum- 
marizes the efforts to improve the federal li- 
brary service. (Library Journal 46: 897-900, 
1 November, 1921). The pending reclassifi- 
cation legislation is not yet law at this writ- 
ing (May 1) but the bill has passed the 
House overwhelmingly, has been reported to 
the Senate, and is included in the Republican 
program of major items of legislation, so 
that prospects seem fairly good for its enact- 
ment. 

Efforts to get the case for exempting or 
excepting libraries from the strict and formal 
operation of civil service laws or for a more 
sympathetic administration of civil service 
laws as applied to libraries before the Na- 
tional Assembly of Civil Service Commis- 
sions have not been successful. At the com- 
ing meeting of that body at San Francisco 
permission has been given to present a brief 
in print, but without opportunity for discus- 
sion. It is thought that presentation of the 
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case in that form would not be very helpful. 
Contacts have been established with the 
Institute for Government Research, Washing- 
ton, D. C. There is a possibility that that or- 
ganization will shortly make a comprehensive 
and detailed study of civil service relations, 
federal, state and municipal. In case this is 
undertaken assurances have been given that 
library civil service relations will be studied 
and reported upon. This prospect seems one 
of the most hopeful that the Committee has 
to offer. 

G. F. Bowerman, Chairman, 

C. F. D. Belden, 

M. J. Ferguson, 

J. T. Jennings, 

C. B. Roden, 

P. L. Windsor. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMITTEES 

This committee is waiting for definite ac- 
tion by the Association on the resolution 
adopted by the Council at the mid-winter 
meeting. 

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 

This committee's report was printed in the 
May Bulletin. 

DECIMAL CLASSIFICATION AD- 
VISORY COMMITTEE 

As Chairman of the Committee on Decimal 
Classification, I report that the Committee 
held a meeting at Swampscott, having the 
advantage of the presence of Mr. Dewey, 
and considered plans for the reorganization 
of the work made necessary by the death of 
Miss Seymour. It was decided to ask for a 
more representative membership, and this has 
been secured by the addition of C. W. Per- 
ley, of the Library of Congress, and Mary 
Baker, of the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh. 
It is hoped to secure in addition one other 
member to represent a large public library 
not using the system. 

Miss Fellows has been engaged as editor 
by Mr. Dewey to attend to Miss Seymour's 
work. 

Some matters which require the attention 
of the Committee will be taken up in the 
near future. 

Yours respectfully, 
C. W. Andrews, Chairman. 



EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 

This Committee has held one meeting dur- 
ing the year, at which time it voted numerous 
recommendations which were approved by the 
Executive Board. A list of those recommen- 
dations was printed in the January Bulletin, 
page 18. 

The members of the Editorial Committee 
have been kept in touch with the publication 
activities by correspondence and have con- 
sidered many questions which will result in 
recommendations later. 

The formal report on publications will be 
found in the Secretary's report and supple- 
ments thereto. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Hiiaer C. Wellman, Chairman. 

EDUCATION 

The Committee on Education had its in- 
ception in a desire to bring the two public 
educational systems, the schools (including 
state universities, colleges, normal schools, 
high schools, elementary schools, night 
schools and continuation schools) represented 
by the National Education Association and 
the libraries represented by the American Li- 
brary Association into satisfactory working 
relations in supplying suitable reading ma- 
terial to students and in teaching them how 
to use and to appreciate books and libraries. 

Primary emphasis can be laid upon co-op- 
eration between public schools of all kinds 
and public libraries of all kinds because both 
are supported by taxation. But account must 
be taken of the fact that the N. E. A. and 
the A. L. A. have private educational insti- 
tutions in their membership which have an 
important bearing upon the problem. 

As the chief objective of the Committee's 
program, "Teaching the use and appreciation 
of books and libraries," will inevitably create 
heavy demands upon library resources and 
service and as library standards should be 
maintained, it is highly desirable that the li- 
brary and school educational leaders, both 
national and local, arrive at a common un- 
derstanding upon general policies. That the 
two national organizations are already mov- 
ing in the same direction is indicated in the 
statement addressed by Sherman Williams 
to the N. E. A. Library Advisory Board. 
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"We need to keep clearly in mind that ours 
is not primarily a department of school li- 
brarians or public librarians, but an organiza- 
tion that is devoted to the task of making it 
possible for every one in our land to have 
easy access to a free library. 

"Whether this is done through school li- 
braries, public libraries, state libraries, county 
libraries, traveling libraries, or any combina- 
tion of such libraries is for each state, county 
or locality to determine for itself. 

"We should hold tenaciously to the general 
proposition that some provision should be 
made whereby every one may have easy ac- 
cess to books, leaving each state or locality 
to determine the methods best adapted to its 
conditions." 

Your Committee on Education has tried 
to give publicity to the program of the Li- 
brary Section of the N. E. A. (appended to 
the report) and to encourage the appoint- 
ment of a Committee on Education in each 
State Library Association. 

Questionnaires were sent to State Commit- 
tees on Education so that they could make a 
survey of the relations of public libraries, 
universities, colleges and normal schools; 
state library commissions and state depart- 
ments of education to the school library prob- 
lem. No questionnaires were sent to local 
school boards because the N. E. A. Library 
Section has been working directly with 
school authorities with most excellent re- 
sults. Therefore it was thought best to at- 
tack the problem at other angles. 

These questionnaires differed according to 
institutions, but covered substantially the 
following points : 

(1) Is a supervisor of school libraries em- 
ployed with education, professional library 
training, status and salary equal to a teacher 
in a corresponding position ? 

(2) Are adequate facilities provided for 
training school librarians? 

(3) Are students taught to use and appre- 
ciate books and libraries? 

(4) What is the attitude of your board or 
president on school library work? 

(5) What assistance can the state and A. 
L. A. Committees on Education give in this 
work? 

Reports on the questionnaires were re- 
ceived from twelve states and one Canadian 
province, scattered geographically and va- 
ried in conditions. 



The questionnaires for State Library Com- 
missions and State Departments of Educa- 
tion covered similar ground so that the re- 
plies have been combined. Six states em- 
ploy Supervisors of School Libraries either 
attached to the staff of the State Library 
Commission or the State Department of Ed- 
cation — Indiana, Minnesota, New Jersey, 
New York, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin. The 
Indiana position includes work in state in- 
stitutions. Massachusetts has asked the leg- 
islature to establish this position. British Co- 
lumbia may have such a worker within a 
year. These and several other states, notably 
California and Oregon, where the county 
library is such a factor, are carrying out a 
purposeful school library program. 

Vermont states : "It has been the policy of 
this Commission that in a state like Vermont 
with scattered population and scanty means 
it is a mistake to try to build up two sys- 
tems, one of school and one of public li- 
braries; that the public library system in 
each town supplemented by such help as may 
be necessary can best serve both schools and 
public." 

The status of the Supervisor of School 
Libraries is on a par with other supervisory 
positions but the salary is usually lower. The 
duties of this position are: "Visiting high 
school libraries and stimulating organization; 
ultimately raising standards. Approving 
purchases of books made by schools, instruct- 
ing in library methods, aiding in re-organiza- 
tion, inspecting school libraries. 

"Duties divided into supervisory, advisory, 
bibliographical, training and conference. Su- 
pervise school libraries; assign state aid, 
measure libraries by state standards, plan 
library rooms and administration, secure 
school librarians. Advise public libraries on 
work with schools, including contract and 
county plans. Compile state aid lists, courses 
on the use of the library for all schools, lo- 
cal report forms and biennial report. Teach 
in Library Institutes and County Teachers' 
Institutes and outline course for Rural 
Teacher Training Classes. Confer with Di- 
visions of State Department of Education : 
Rural, Graded elementary, High, Teacher- 
employment, Certification, Teacher-training, 
Buildings, Agriculture, Industrial, Home 
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economics, Re-education; and other state ed- 
ucational workers : Library and Education 
Associations, university, colleges, teachers' 
colleges, social workers." 

The question: "Where there is no super- 
visor how is the work cared for?" was an- 
swered as follows : 

"Work is not cared for." 

"Through town and city libraries." 

"By sending traveling libraries and ma- 
terial in answer to all requests." 

"Field librarian divides time between out- 
side and library, visits schools when possible, 
school organizer needed." 

"All we can do is to write letters of ad- 
vice and lend material." 

"By our regular staff, the secretary or- 
ganizes school libraries on request, traveling 
library department supplies special books to 
schools on request. This latter is a large 
part of our work." 

"State Reading Circle Board recommends 
lists of books for school libraries." 

"Approved list selected by Department of 
Public Instruction." 

"Our high school inspector gives some at- 
tention to high school libraries." 

"Left to local control." 

"Supervisor of rural and high schools, 
very poorly done." 

"We make certain requirements as to li- 
braries of all classified schools." 

The state boards seem to consider school 
libraries as vital according to the following 
replies : 

"Strengthening of school library service 
means ultimate benefit to public library." 

"They want a school librarian attached to 
this staff." 

"Feel we are doing all we can financially 
by sending traveling libraries and the mate- 
rial." 

"Anxious to promote work but realizes 
impossibility of securing school librarian for 
a few years." 

"It is one of the highly desirable things 
which we hope will be reached some day." 

"Consider it of prime importance." 

"We are strongly for them." 

"State superintendent seems favorable." 

"That the great majority are very poorly 
cared for." 



"They should be brought to the highest 
degree of efficiency." 

"We need a state supervisor." 

"Our state superintendent may change and 
often does every two years." 

The questions, "What could State and A. 
L. A. Committees on Education do to help 
in this work?" brought these suggestions: 

"Send printed lists for school libraries." 

"Get appropriate legislation." 

"Help create the proper public sentiment." 

"Encourage summer courses. Secure in- 
terest of superintendent and principals." 

"Collect data from city superintendents re- 
garding the care of their libraries, publish 
it, and distribute it to school boards and 
city superintendents." 

"Acquaint state superintendent with work 
done in other states." 

"Emphasize the benefits derived from a 
good school library." 

"Endorse plan of state supervisor and 
work for it with the legislature." 

"A. L. A. Committee can do nothing ex- 
cept to spread propaganda for it." 

"Educate teachers to use books and li- 
braries." 

"Send us any statistics about passage of 
similar bills in other states." 

"Continue to agitate." 

"Work up small exhibits for educational 
meetings, that will cost little for transporta- 
tion but will be effective." 

"Urge county libraries." 

"Emphasize the school library as service 
department of entire school system, also as 
training center in 'How to study.' Educate 
educators and general public." 

The replies from public libraries were 
chiefly from the medium sized and small li- 
braries. Virtually all report much time de- 
voted to students often at the sacrifice of 
other phases of library work. The general 
practice is for the children's and the ex- 
tension departments to work with the 
grades and the reference and circulation 
departments with the high schools. One 
librarian says, "It seems useless to try to 
answer most of the questions when there 
is so much needed before a school librarian 
could even be considered in most places in 
this state." An increasing number of li- 
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braries, however, have school librarians 
either as assistants to the children's librarian 
or as heads of school divisions or school de- 
partments. As yet there are comparatively 
few definitely planned school library pro- 
grams adequately financed. 

The children's librarians having set very 
high standards of service, books, methods 
and equipment, it remains to bring every 
school into touch with these standards. 

In an encouraging number of cases the 
librarians are equal in education and train- 
ing with teachers in the community, but 
their salaries as a rule are lower. The zeal 
of these librarians is all out of proportion to 
their physical strength, their staff and gen- 
eral financial support. They appeal for bet- 
ter conditions, for a better understanding of 
their work and for school librarians especial- 
ly trained to care for the inevitably increas- 
ing demands. 

The question, "What is your local pro- 
gram?" brought the following responses: 

"None." 

"Watchful waiting." 

"Teaching the use of the library." 

"Supervision of home reading." 

"The school board has a contract with 
public library for service and pays half of 
expense." 

"A high school librarian on the staff to 
give all of her time to high school work 
subject to call for work in the central li- 
brary. The grade work done by the children's 
librarian." 

"School librarians employed by school 
board but appointed by library board." 

"Appointment of member of staff as school 
librarian." 

"Specialization of school work." 

"Have none. City superintendent wants 
high school library separate. Board opposed, 
feel that school should use public library, 
paying salary of assistant who would have 
position of high school teacher; and buy all 
reference books used by schools." 

"A supervisor of work with children and 
schools, a thoroughly trained person to take 
charge of work in main library, all branches 
all primary and grammar grades, etc." 

"More school branches." 



"As yet no financial help has been asked 
from schools." 

"Shall try to get more money and raise 
salaries." 

"Work for salaries." 

"School superintendent and library work- 
ing together." 

"Financing of school library by school 
system because it has the money." 

This detailed statement from a burdened 
librarian is illuminating: "We gave half a 
day each week to the grades and I personal- 
ly conducted two library classes at the high 
school each morning. I have long felt the 
need of a high school librarian. Only upon 
repeated requests from the school and 
school board did I give my consent to carry 
on this work this year. It means in ad- 
dition to my regular work a pretty heavy 
diet to continue. However, I was glad to 
do it this year. My compensation was $30 
per month estimated on one-fourth of the 
minimum high school wage. I am very 
much interested in the close co-operation of 
school and library and should like to see a 
school librarian secured for this town either 
giving half time to teaching and half to 
library work or as my assistant giving me 
half time and half to school work." 

The replies to the questions : "What could 
the State and A. L. A. Committees on Edu- 
cation do to promote this phase of your 
work?" were so similar that they have been 
combined : 

"Agitate." 

"Recruit for school librarians." 

"Standardize: training, qualifications, sal- 
aries." 

"Draw up standards for public library 
work with schools." 

"Raise salaries." 

"Publicity, particularly getting the stand- 
ards before school people, boards, superin- 
tendents, principals and teachers." 

"Library speakers at educational meetings." 

"Consider separate school department for 
public library." 

"Urge school board to contribute same 
amount as library board for school work." 

"Increased facilities for training." 

"Urge legislation for larger appropria- 
tions." 
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"Work with State Education Commission 
to get school libraries into the scheme." 

"See that librarian has a hand in selecting 
books for pupils, reading circles and school 
libraries." 

"Publish lists and authoritative works on 
present day development." 

The question, "Would you favor increas- 
ing the state facilities for the training of 
school librarians?" brought favorable an- 
swers for the most part. 

"No; help our neighboring state do it." 

"Yes; one state normal could do this." 

"I believe in increasing any facilities for 
training but I think care should be exercised 
in planning training of teacher-librarians so- 
called. The library part of the training is 
apt to be inadequate and superficial and to 
give false impressions." 

"Not informed." 

"Not prepared to assert." 

"Am not posted as to what is being done." 

"Indifferent." 

"Need to change present attitude of 'don't 
care.' University Library course never 
taken by more than four or six teachers." 

"I think I should prefer state legislation 
making mandatory larger appropriations for 
public libraries, leave training to libraries 
and library schools." 

"Working for a general library school at 
the university. Have library training for 
rural teachers at normal summer school." 

The question, "What is the attitude of 
the library board?" revealed a disquieting 
lack of information and concern regarding 
school libraries especially when the large 
number of libraries making no reply is con- 
sidered : 

"Liberal as far as a small library can be." 

"Indifference, save as to cost, which it is 
insisted could be borne by the Board of 
Education." 

"Our board favors extending work with 
schools." 

"Both library and school board most gen- 
erous." 

"Favorable." 

"Meets the school board two-thirds of the 
way." 

"Library board is in favor of most earn- 
est co-operation with schools." 



"Library board interested in children's 
school work." . 

"Board interested but lack of funds pro- 
hibits proper extension work." 

"Board is progressing in everything look- 
ing forward to greater efficiency." 

"Subject has never been presented to them." 

"Proposition has never been considered as 
yet." 

"It has never been discussed." 

"I do not know." 

"My trustees have asked school board for 
small sums to be used for extra help during 
school year." 

"Our staff is so inadequate and financial 
condition so stringent that we have not con- 
sidered the question." 

"Willing to back up librarian but she must 
take the initiative." 

"Library board not especially interested, 
possibly because members of board have 
never had their attention drawn to the need 
and value of this kind of work. An active 
campaign along extension lines would surely 
be helpful and stimulating." 

"Attitude favorable but lack necessary 
funds." 

"No telling." 

"Interested." 

"Open to suggestion." 

"Simply an attitude of helpfulness to- 
ward the local schools. No policy discussed 
or formulated on the general question. All 
actual practice left to librarian." 

"The library board acted favorably upon 
the librarian's recommendations which were 
based on the Certain Report." 

General statement from a member of a 
state committee: 

"I can see that many libraries consider 
their scope in this respect to be of little in- 
terest to the state, much less the American 
Library Association. 

"There is a lamentable lack of co-opera- 
tion with schools through inability to do so 
on account of meager funds. The desire is 
present but the wherewithal is lacking. 

"When the question of salaries is men- 
tioned, a note of bitterness is betrayed and 
it develops that this great state is a fertile 
field for the committee to organize a vigorous 
campaign, first to increase the finances of 
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the state, and better the material condition of 
librarians which will mean extension and 
better service for the school children. It 
would seem that all librarians, their friends 
and supporters are ready to put their shoul- 
ders to the wheel and push the venture to a 
realization. 

"It will not be a difficult task if prop- 
erly organized, to rally to our support the 
many influential civic organizations through- 
out the state — plus the thousands of soldiers 
who returned from the war who were shown 
what a value and comfort books were to 
them. 

"I trust your committee will derive from 
this compilation sufficient inspiration to 
launch the campaign for better libraries, in- 
creased salaries and closer co-operation with 
schools in every city and hamlet in the 
state." 

The returns from universities, colleges 
and normal schools are combined as follows : 
The normal school replies have been given 
to Willis H. Kerr, who is working on a 
"measuring stick for normal school libraries." 

Typical answers to the question: "Have 
members of your staff faculty rank and sal- 
aries?" were : 

"No. Librarian has department head 
rank, staff classed as assistants in administra- 
tion." 

"Yes ; one librarian only." 

"Only the librarian." 

"Yes ; the librarian professor ; assistant, 
assistant professor; others, instructors." 

"Yes." 

"Librarian and associate librarian only." 

The question : "Is there a member whose 
special work it is to teach all of the students 
the minimum essentials of the use of books 
and libraries in a regular credit course?" 
called forth the following: 

"We are praying for staff to enable us to 
do it." 

"Instruction without credit." 

"Elective course offered with credit." 

"Expect to give five lectures to seniors 
expecting to teach this year or next." 

"Not yet; we have asked for one." 

"Yes." 

"No." 

"Course well established. Work is given 



by librarian, reference librarian and con- 
tinuations librarian. One credit. Required of 
freshmen of all schools except pharmacy and 
mines ; is elective in those schools." 

"Have been asking for two years for ap- 
pointment to our staff of some one to be 
assigned for work of instruction. This 
would include work with freshmen ; regular 
courses in the administration of high school 
libraries, special lectures to prospective 
teachers. This same person would at the 
outset also have supervision of university 
high school library. Have a person in mind 
but no appointment because of lack of funds." 

"Required course in library methods given 
to freshmen each semester by librarian and 
three trained assistants for regular college 
credit." 

"We do not give such instruction." 

Questions relating to the employment of 
librarians for colleges of education, and 
model schools and the training of teacher- 
librarians showed the following conditions : 

"Yes ; courses throughout year in regular 
university library school and in the summer. 
All normal schools giving courses." 

"We are hoping for a librarian." 

"We are hoping for staff to enable us to 
do it." 

"Have discussed with the dean the desir- 
ability of special instruction but so far have 
not succeeded. When funds are sufficient." 

The attitude of presidents is reported as: 
"Favorable," "Not antagonistic," "Unfavor- 
able." 

"How could State Library Association 
assist?" 

"By asking for such courses." 

"By urging universities to undertake such 
work." 

"Send recommendations to deans and pres- 
idents." 

"Start library training propaganda outside 
university for students to take course." 

The committee at its midwinter meeting 
decided to ask the North Central Association 
of Colleges and Secondary Schools to require 
trained school library service in their 
"Standards for Accrediting Secondary 
Schools." It also voted to ask the universities 
to put library subjects on their list of topics 
for these. 
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It desires to thank the state presidents and 
chairmen and all who contributed to this sur- 
vey, and bespeaks their continued interest in 
school library work. 

In view of the conditions brought out in 
this report and because a sound school li- 
brary program is fundamental to the maxi- 
mum use of all kinds of libraries both now 
and in the future, your Committee submits 
the following School Library Objectives for 
consideration and adoption by the A. L. A. 
Council, the Association itself and the vari- 
ous sections concerned with young people. 

A. L. A. School Library Objectives 

I A conference of the A. L. A. and N. E. 

A. Executive Boards. 

II A Committee on Education in each State 

Library Association. 

A. To promote the state and local school 
library programs, through the co-opera- 
tion of library and educational associa- 
tions. 

B. To co-operate with the A. L. A. and 
the N. E. A. 

III School library adviser or supervisor. 

A. An adviser on school library work at 
A. L. A. Headquarters. 

1. Qualifications : 

a. Education: College degree. 

b. Professional training: At least a 
year at a recognized library 
school. 

c. Experience: Seven years in li- 
brary work partly general and 
partly as supervisor of school li- 
braries. "Successful teaching ex- 
perience is a valuable asset." 

2. Status and salary: At least as high 
as the supervisor or adviser of school 
library work in any state or city. 

B. A supervisor or adviser on school li- 
brary work in every state. 

1. Qualifications : 

a. Education: College degree. 

b. Professional training: At least a 
year in a recognized library 
school. 

c. Experience : Five years of library 
experience. "Successful teaching 
experience is a valuable asset." 



2. Status and salary: Equal to that of 
state educational supervisors of 
equal preparation and responsibility. 
C. A school librarian or supervisor to di- 
rect school library work for every 
school system : city, county, township or 
district. A school or school library sys- 
tem having an enrollment of at least 
1200 pupils of elementary and secondary 
grade should have a full time school- 
librarian. 

1. Qualifications: 

a. Education: College degree or at 
least two years in college or nor- 
mal school, at least the equiva- 
lent of the requirement for teach- 
ers in the highest school main- 
tained by the community. 

b. Professional training: Standard 
is a year at library school. A six 
weeks' course is the minimum at 
present. 

c. Experience : Determined by stand- 
ards for teachers. 

2. Status and salary: Determined by 
local standards for teachers or su- 
pervisors of equal education and re- 
sponsibility in the community. 

Note: The question as to whether 
the school supervisor or librarian 
shall be employed by school or li- 
brary authorities separately or jointly 
is a matter to be determined by 
state or local conditions. 

The need of establishing the serv- 
ice is greater than the possibility of 
securing, in every case, a person with 
all of these qualifications. 

IV Training of school librarians. 
Adequate state or regional facilities in 
universities, colleges and teacher-training 
institutions, public and private, for the 
training of "school librarians," "teacher- 
librarians" or "community-school librari- 
ans" and for the establishment of their 
status by law (certification) just as for 
teachers. 

V Equipment. 

Equipment for school library work or for 
the public library doing school library 
work equal to that of other school labo- 
ratories. 
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VI Appropriations. 

Appropriations in state and local budgets 
for funds commensurate with the funds 
for other educational work, if possible 
through state grants, based on state and 
local surveys. 

Finally 

VII Teaching the use of the library. 
Regular instruction for students from 
the elementary school through the uni- 
versity, in the use and appreciation of 
books and libraries. 

Committee on Education, 

Harriet A. Wood, Chairman. 

Harriet K. Avery, 

Duncan Burnett, 

C. C. Certain, 

Annie T. Eaton, 

Alice I. Hazeltine, 

Alfred D. Keator, 

Mary Lytle, 

Martha C. Pritchard, 

O. S. Rice, 

Mary E. Robbins, 

Sherman Williams, 

Adeline B. Zachert. 

Appendix 
A Library Program 

1. The library is an educational institution 
made up of various agencies, the two most 
important being the school library and the 
public library. 

2. The school library should be the heart 
and center of the school work. 

3. It should be so used as to train pupils 
to use a public library intelligently. 

4. Pupils should be so instructed as to 
want to read books that are worth while. 

5. There should be a collection of books 
in each schoolroom suitable to the age and 
purposes of the pupils. 

6. Teaching children to read is of little 
value unless they are taught what to read, 
and are provided with the right kind of 
books. 

7. The public library should serve as a 
continuation school for those who have fin- 
ished their school life. 

8. Public libraries should be supported by 
public tax as are the public schools. 



9. Librarians should be as specially trained 
for their work as are teachers for theirs. 

10. All people should have easy access to 
libraries. 

The above will be submitted to the Library 
Department of the National Education Asso- 
ciation at its Boston meeting for action. 

Sherman Williams, President, 
Library Department of the N. E. A. 

FEDERAL AND STATE RELATIONS 

In the report of the 1920-1921 Committee 
on Federal and State Relations, submitted at 
the Swampscott conference, it was noted that 
any official statements suggesting the con- 
stitutional functions of the Committee make 
no provision for outright decision and action, 
although in practice the Committer has ad- 
vocated or opposed legislation and taken a 
decided stand upon matters of federal ruling 
or practice. The question was therefore 
asked, "How far is a single committee au- 
thorized to put the Association on record or 
commit it to a policy or line of action" 
and it was urged that consideration be given 
to this point and some official statement be 
made in regard to it. When the Committee 
was reappointed to serve for 1921-1922 the 
Chairman again put this question and at the 
Chicago meeting, on December 31, the Execu- 
tive Board took the following action: 

Voted, That the Secretary be in- 
structed to inform the chairmen of com- 
mittees who are in doubt as to what 
action they ought to take when con- 
fronted by a change of situation that 
they should refer matters in question back 
to the President to be laid before the 
Executive Board for advice before tak- 
ing action. 

This vote of the Executive Board has giv- 
en a much desired definiteness to the powers 
and work of the Committee. 

The Committee has been very actively at 
work during the past year on various mat- 
ters relating to library interests in connection 
with the federal gbvernmerit. The most 
important of these are the following: 

Fordney tariff on books. Shortly after 
the Swampscott conference, the A. L. A. 
Committee on Book Buying, M. L. Raney, 
chairman, took a vigorous stand against the 
provisions of the Fordney tariff legislation 
in regard to the importation of books, and 
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the Committee on Federal and State Rela- 
tions has actively co-operated with Dr. 
Raney's Committee, H. H. B. Meyer, having 
been assigned by the Chairman as its Wash- 
ington representative. 

The Fordney bill, briefly, provides that 
any library can import, free of duty, not 
over two copies of any book, as against two 
in any one invoice as at present allowed, and 
omits the present provision for the general 
free importation of books in foreign lan- 
guages, which would make it necessary for 
libraries to furnish affidavits for these books 
such as are required now for the free entry 
of books in the English language. It also 
raises the duty, for individual purchasers, 
from 15% to 20%. These restrictions con- 
stitute a tax on knowledge and are entirely 
unnecessary from a protectionist standpoint. 
Early in the year, therefore, the Executive 
Board of the Association approved a "State- 
ment as to Tariff on Books in the Fordney 
Bill," with suggested amendments to the bill, 
prepared by the chairmen of the two com- 
mittees. This was forwarded to Senator 
Boies Penrose, Chairman of the Senate Com- 
mittee on Finance, by the central office of 
the Association, and later was given wide 
publicity throughout congressional, educa- 
tional and library circles. It was published in 
the Library Journal of September IS, with 
a request that librarians all over the country 
write to their representatives and senators 
urging them to support the amendments to 
the bill, and later appeared in other library 
periodicals. One immediate result was the 
adopting by various influential library boards 
of strong resolutions against the proposed 
changes in the tariff on books. Similar reso- 
lutions were adopted by the conference of 
Eastern College Librarians held at Columbia 
University at Thanksgiving time, and, at the 
instance of our Committee, by such educa- 
tional bodies as the Regents of the University 
of the State of New York. Copies of the 
resolutions were in all cases placed before 
the Committee on Finance of the Senate, and 
were printed in library publications and in 
the daily press. Extended articles were pub- 
lished in leading journals, as the Educational 
Review, all with the suggestion that personal 
and institutional protests be sent to members 



of Congress. At the hearing on the tariff 
on December 21, Dr. Raney appeared as 
chief spokesman for the A. L. A., with Mr. 
Meyer in attendance also. Copies of the ar- 
gument presented at this hearing were pub- 
lished in the hearings themselves, in the Edu- 
cational Record, in the Library Journal, and, 
abridged, in Public Libraries. Reprints were 
sent broadcast wherever they could be of use. 

The gratifying result of all this endeavor 
was announced just as our report was ready 
to be submitted to the Association. On April 
10 Dr. Raney advised the members of his 
committee and the Committee on Federal 
and State Relations that the Senate Commit- 
tee on Finance has made radical revision in 
the tariff bill, to the effect that the duty has 
been restored to 15%, the limit in the num- 
ber of copies a library may import free en- 
tirely removed, and books in foreign lan- 
guages to continue to come in free. 

Copyright legislation. Our committee has 
also co-operated with the Committee on Book 
Buying in regard to impending copyright leg- 
islation detrimental to the interest of libraries, 
in that American publishers are seeking to 
amend the existing copyright law by cancell- 
ing the privilege, enjoyed by institutions and 
individuals, of importing the original editions 
of English books if for them copyright has 
also been secured. Through Dr. Raney's 
efforts the A. L. A. Council at the Chicago 
meeting gave unanimous rising vote in favor 
of a copyright resolution, in brief reaffirm- 
ing the Association's disapproval of any meas- 
ure that would curtail or cancel the existing 
privileges of importation. The copyright bill 
was introduced into Congress on April 28. 
No hearings have been set, but both Dr. 
Raney's Committee and the Committee on 
Federal and State Relations are prepared to 
make strong opposing representation. 

War Department library budget. When 
it was learned that the current War De- 
partment estimates included not one dollar 
for welfare work or education, the Federal 
and State Relations Committee got into im- 
mediate touch with L. L. Dickerson, De- 
velopment Specialist for Army Libraries, and 
proceeded to take active measures looking 
toward restoration of such an item. The 
first step was a letter to the Secretary of 
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War, advocating strong effort, through a 
supplemental budget, to have reasonably ade- 
quate provision arranged for Army library 
service. Subsequent information from both 
Mr. Dickerson and the Secretary of War ad- 
vised us that such a supplemental budget, 
carrying $60,000 for library books and per- 
sonnel, was sent to Congress, with the Sec- 
retary's endorsement. Mr. Dickerson ex- 
pressed his satisfaction with the amount pro- 
vided, which with $20,000 in the Military 
Post Exchange item for periodicals, made the 
library budget actually $80,000. The action 
next in order was preparation for the hear- 
ings on the budget before Congress, and an 
effort was made actively to interest every 
congressman on the Military Affairs Appro- 
priations Committee, both House and Senate, 
as well as other influential congressmen. 
Members of our Committee were advised by 
the chairman to see that letters were sent 
from as many libraries and individuals in 
their districts as possible, and the chairman 
himself addressed some fifty libraries in New 
York State and certain influential librarians 
not to be reached by other members of the 
Committee, urging them to write to their 
congressmen and the senators from New 
York State in behalf of the continuance of 
library work by the War Department. Re- 
sponse both from members of the Committee 
and the libraries addressed was very encour- 
aging and indicated a keen interest in and ap- 
preciation of this peace time service for our 
soldiers. In the face of all this representa- 
tion, however, the House Sub-Committee 
struck out the $60,000 item and even re- 
duced the Military Post Exchange item from 
$20,000 to $15,000, which would simply buy 
books without providing for any kind of li- 
brary service and put an end altogether to 
proper library administration. But the Com- 
mittee and friends of library work are now 
hard at work with the Senate Committee on 
Military Affairs in the hope that its mem- 
bers will replace in the bill the $60,000 asked 
for by the Secretary of War, and stand firm 
in conference for this provision. 

United States Patent Office specifications. 

The chairman has in hand letters from six 
or seven libraries complaining about service 
from the United States Patent Office in fur- 



nishing specifications and drawings on an- 
nual subscription at $50 each. A question- 
naire to members of the Committee brought 
out the fact that there are fewer than twenty 
libraries now subscribing at $50 per year, and 
that none of these is at all satisfied with 
present arrangements. This general dissatis- 
faction results from 

(1) discontinuance in 1912 of binding by 
the Patent Office and the consequent confu- 
sion introduced by shipment in pamphlet 
form; 

(2) the fact that separate numbers are sent 
in packages at irregular intervals, the time 
of arrival bearing no discernible relation to 
the weekly date of issue and no invoice being 
sent with each package; 

(3) the number of missing parts and the 
fact that even after advice of these missing 
parts has been sent to the Patent Office they 
are supplied slowly and often not at all, one 
library reporting that after careful checking 
5201 items were found missing in three and a 
half years and that of this total a very small 
portion has been supplied in answer to claims ; 

(4) discontinuance of the useful monthly 
index. 

The trouble seems to be with poor and in- 
sufficient help at the Patent Office. Mr. 
Meyer, our Washington member, feels that 
there is little to be gained by adding to the 
burdens of this office and that the most effect 
can be had through representing conditions to 
those committees of Congress which are con- 
cerned with appropriations for the Patent 
Office. Results from such procedure seem 
rather hopeless and your Committee leaves 
the matter with this statement of fact. 

In addition to the foregoing, several im- 
portant matters that formed part of the Com- 
mittee's work and report for 1920-1921 were 
carried over into the present year. These in- 
clude the following: 

The Sterling-Towner education bill. Af- 
ter submission of the 1920-1921 report, but 
before the Swampscott conference, the chair- 
man sent out a circular letter to the mem- 
bers urging them to strike hard and imme- 
diately for the furtherance of the Sterling- 
Towner bill, and especially for adequate li- 
brary representation therein. Each member 
of the Committee was made responsible for 
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a certain section of the country and it was 
suggested that a strong letter or telegram go 
from every important library in the district 
to Senator Sterling or Judge Towner. This 
letter of the chairman was further enforced 
by a circular letter from Joy E. Morgan 
of the National Education Association, sug- 
gesting that letters be sent to members of 
the committees on education other than Judge 
Towner and Senator Sterling. Returns from 
seven members of the Committee indicate 
that over five hundred letters were sent to 
Washington. To these in most instances very 
encouraging replies were received from the 
congressmen addressed. At the National Ed- 
ucation Association conference in Washington 
in support of the bill, the Committee was 
represented by Claribel R. Barnett, and at 
the meeting of the legislative commission of 
the N. E. A. in Washington, on January 7, 
by Joy E. Morgan. 

Bureau of education statistical report on 
libraries. The chairman and members of 
the Committee have again addressed the 
United States Commissioner of Education in 
behalf of an early edition of the bulletin on 
library statistics but the chairman, at least, 
has had no reply to his communication. The 
Library Journal for February 15, however, 
carries the following notice: 

"The Library of the United States Bureau 
of Education has made preliminary plans for 
a new edition of Bulletin 1915, No. 25, Statis- 
tics of Public, Society and School Libraries, 
with the advice and co-operation of the Com- 
mittee on Federal and State Relations of the 
American Library Association." 

Federal salary classifications. This mat- 
ter has been on the docket of the Committee 
and the chairman has brought copies of the 
1921 reclassification bill and the report there- 
on informally to the attention of those who 
might be interested and influential in this 
connection. Dr. Bowerman continues in 
close touch with the Committee, which stands 
ready to meet his wishes in any respect. 

Cheaper library book post. The Com- 
mittee has been steadily co-operating with 
A. L. Spencer of Greenwood, New York, 
in an effort to bring about a reduction 
in the fourth class (parcel post) book rate 
on rural delivery routes for books sent to or 



from free public libraries. At the Chicago 
meeting the A. L. A. Council adopted the fol- 
lowing resolution in this connection : 

Resolved, That the American Li- 
brary Association again urge upon the 
Postmaster General the imperative need 
of such modification of the initial pound 
parcel post rate on books passing be- 
tween any properly defined public li- 
brary and its rural population adjacent, 
as is clearly possible within the limit of 
a desired self-paying character of the 
postal service. 

In furtherance of this resolution, the Sec- 
retary of the A. L. A. addressed the Post- 
master-General and was advised that the mat- 
ter is still under consideration. The chair- 
man and members of the Committee stand 
ready to take every opportunity to write a 
strong letter or put in a good word for a 
cheaper parcel post book rate. 

The activities thus set forth somewhat in 
detail have involved a large amount of cor- 
respondence, some conference, much thought 
and planning. They have kept the Commit- 
tee very fully occupied during the past year. 
Partly because of this, it has not been pos- 
sible to develop to any considerable extent 
the conception of the function of the Com- 
mittee suggested over a year ago by Secre- 
tary Milam and stated in our last report, 
that the Committee "accept as its field the 
whole province of government service to li- 
braries." Moreover, the time has not seemed 
ripe for furtherance of the work involved in 
such a conception of the Committee's pur- 
pose. But the Committee has not lost sight 
of this ideal and stands ready to do all in 
its power to advance an enlarged program 
for library development in this country. 

The foregoing is respectfully submitted. 
J. I. Wyer, Chairman. 
Elizabeth H. West, Johnson Brigham, 
Edith Guerrter, H. H. B. Meyer, 

Claribel R. Barnett, Martha Wilson, 
M. S. Dudgeon, C. S. Thompson. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

See Financial reports page 229. 

FOREIGN PERIODICALS OF THE 
WAR PERIOD 

The Committee on Completing the Files of 
German Periodicals offers the following re- 
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port of its activities for the period of 1921- 
1922: 

In accordance with the recommendations 
submitted at the Swampscott Conference 
and through the courtesy of the Institute 
of International Education and the interest of 
its Director, Stephen P. Duggan, the Com- 
mittee succeeded in compiling a joint list 
of desiderata in German periodicals for the 
war period, which list was sent to the Not- 
gemeinschaft der Deutschen Wissenschaft for 
such assistance as the members of the organi- 
zation can supply. Our recommendation sug- 
gested that the lists be in the hands of the 
Institute of International Education not later 
than July 15, 1921 ; from the lists submitted 
on that date the Committee compiled a joint 
list indicating titles and the number of each 
copy or issue called for. After work began 
on the compilation of the joint list, other 
lists were submitted. These lists as submitted 
by individual libraries, together with the joint 
list as submitted by the Columbia University 
Library, the New York Public Library, the 
New York State Library, the Princeton Uni- 
versity Library, the Yale University Library, 
the U. S. Department of Agriculture Library 
and the Eastman Kodak Company, of Roches- 
ter, New York, were forwarded to the Not- 
gemeinschaft. 

As a result of this list we were informed 
by the Notgemeinschaft in letters dated 
March 3 and April 10, of this year, that 
four large packages are ready for ship- 
ment through the Smithsonian Institution 
Bureau of International Exchanges. At the 
date of submission of this report nothing fur- 
ther has been heard on this point. 

We received also from the Notgemein- 
schaft on December 19, 1921, and on Feb- 
ruary 4, 1922, lists of their desiderata in 
the field of American periodicals for this pe- 
riod. These lists were sent to various li- 
braries that had submitted lists of their dupli- 
cates in German periodicals for the war pe- 
riod. With the lists went a letter asking 
each institution to make speedy examination 
of its files of American periodicals for this 
period, noting on the list such as could be 
forwarded to the Notgemeinschaft through 
the Bureau of International Exchanges of the 
Smithsonian Institution and when this was 



done forward the list to the library next in 
order. The libraries so chosen were ar- 
ranged primarily with reference to the num- 
ber of duplicates of German periodicals for 
the war period reported by them as available 
for exchange. These lists have not completed 
their rounds. At the date of this report we 
have received returns from eight libraries 
showing that they have shipped 2,811 items 
for this purpose. 

As a result of our recommendation that 
libraries submit lists of German periodicals 
held by them in duplicate many of the copies 
in our files have been completed by sale or 
exchange among co-operating libraries. 

We now feel that once the duplicates from 
the Notgemeinschaft have been received, the 
opportunities for securing by gift or exchange 
the periodicals needed for completing our 
files are practically exhausted. We therefore 
recommend that at a date to be determined 
later and to be fixed within a reasonable time 
after receipt of the shipment from the Not- 
gemeinschaft, the libraries wishing to co-op- 
erate send to Otto Harrassowitz, 14 Quer- 
strasse, Leipzig, Germany, their revised list 
of desiderata. The Committee has written to 
Harrassowitz explaining the situation to him 
and has learned that he will be willing to act 
as our agent in buying these periodicals in 
the open market. We are convinced that 
they can be secured in no other way and, as 
set forth in our previous reports, we are like- 
wise convinced that the best interests of all 
will be served by co-operation. Experience 
shows us that little more can be hoped for 
from American agents. Our recommendation 
is that notice of the date on which reports 
should be submitted to Harrassowitz be 
given through the Library Journal and Pub- 
lic Libraries. 

It is probable that cases may arise where 
Harrassowitz cannot secure a sufficient num- 
ber of periodicals to supply the needs of all 
co-operating libraries. Our recommendation 
in such an event is that, if possible, he ar- 
range for reprinting a quantity large enough 
to supply all, pro-rating the cost among the 
institutions that need this particular title. Of 
course we must ask the agent in case of 
doubt to report to us for approval, and we 
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must assure ourselves that the cost in such 
cases is to be reasonable. 

Respectfully submitted, 

H. M. Lydenberg, Chairman. 

J. T. Geeould, 

Willard Austen. 

INSTITUTIONAL LIBRARIES 

The Committee on Institutional Libraries 
has been particularly interested this season 
in two movements: (1) The preparation of 
the new edition of A thousand books for 
the hospital library and (2) The appeal of 
the American Prison Association to the 
American Library Association in behalf of 
libraries in prisons. 

(1) It was early decided to rewrite entirely 
the original list and to add to it lists of books 
for children, for nurses' training-schools, and 
lists of periodicals ; a bibliography of litera- 
ture on hospital libraries; chapters on or- 
ganization, administration and book selection, 
and to change the title to The hospital li- 
brary. Because the members of the Com- 
mittee are so widely separated geographically 
it was extremely difficult to consult them upon 
the countless questions which were continually 
arising and therefore Miss Jones was made 
editor with full authority and responsibility. 

(2) At the meeting of the American Prison 
Association in Jacksonville, Florida, last fall, 
a resolution was adopted asking the A. L. A. 
to provide libraries in prisons throughout the 
United States. This resolution after being 
presented to the secretary of the A. L. A. was 
referred to the committee on institutional li- 
braries. From this a correspondence resulted 
which may develop into a discussion of the 
whole question of prison libraries at the next 
annual meeting of the American Prison Asso- 
ciation. The Committee hopes to have defi- 
nite information to present at the meeting of 
the A. L. A. in Detroit. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Miriam E. Carey, Chairman. 
Charlotte Templeton, Louise Singley, 
Edith Kathleen Jones, Caroline Webster, 
Harriet E. Leitch, Nellie Williams, 

Julia A. Robinson, F. W. Jenkins. 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

The Committee on International Relations 
has, during the past year, had to consider 
only two projects referred to it : — one, the 
matter of the Book Fair at Florence, Italy, 
beginning in May, 1922 ; and the other, a sug- 
gestion as to representation of the A. L. A. 
in a Conference upon the International Cata- 



logue of Scientific Literature, to be held at 
Brussels later in the summer. 

There was also referred to it a prospectus 
of an international conference on education 
proposed for 1923, the project for which is 
still too inchoate to be dealt with practically. 

E. C. Richardson, a member of the Com- 
mittee, has been designated as represen- 
tative of the Association to attend the confer- 
ence at Brussels. 

An A. L. A. exhibit at Florence was, after 
inquiry and consideration, deemed quite im- 
practicable on account of the brief period 
available for preparation, the lack of material 
on hand, and the expense involved in the as- 
semblage, transmittal, installation and admin- 
istration of an exhibit. The omission of an ex- 
hibit seemed to the Committee perhaps 
less to be regretted from the fact 
that while, according to the prospec- 
tus, the Book Fair would include exhibits by 
libraries and in exposition of their methods 
and appliances, it was to be primarily a 
Book Fair for the promotion of commercial 
interests. 

Herbert Putnam, Chairman, 
For the Committee. 

May 11, 1922. 

INVESTIGATION OF MANNER IN 

WHICH MUNICIPALITIES ARE 

MEETING OBLIGATIONS 

TO DONORS 

Since the problem given this Committee 
to solve had been carefully outlined in its 
report of last year, the next step, that of 
beginning active work, seemed a simple one. 

Finding the Carnegie Corporation had no 
later statistics than were available last year, 
the following plan has been evolved: 

That there be submitted to the A. L. A. 
the recommendation that it approve and act 
on Sections 2 and 3» of last year's report 
through a form letter and a form newspaper 
story. 

(Suggestions referred to in sections 2 and 
3 of last year's report are as follows : 2, To 
appeal through state library commission di- 
rectly to delinquent libraries (a) to library 
boards, (b) to mayors ; 3,To send letters to 
state authorities, as commissions, governors). 

After this had been done and all possible 
effort been made to secure the present stand- 
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ing of municipalities delinquent in support 
of Carnegie libraries and to bring them up 
to the required standards, that a list of all 
those still found delinquent be published as 
was suggested in Section 4 of last year's 
report ; but wholly upon the responsibility 
of the A.L.A. or State Departments and 
with no implication of the Carnegie Cor- 
poration in such publication. 

And, to offset this list, that an honor list 
of all the municipalities which have increased 
their appropriations to Carnegie libraries 
more than 15% or 20% be also published. 

The latest statistics from the Carnegie 
Corporation have been secured and are being 
sent with this report. The Committee re- 
spectfully tenders this as their final report 
and asks to be released. 

Anna A. MacDonald, Chairman. 

Joseph L. Wheeler, 

Linda A. Eastman, 

Wm. J. Hamilton. 

JOINT COMMITTEE OF SEVEN 

No matters for the consideration of the 
Joint Committee of Seven, representing the 
American Library Association and the Spe- 
cial Libraries Association, were referred to 
the Committee this past year, and for that 
reason the Committee has been inactive. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Samuel H. Ranck, Chairman. 

LEGISLATION 
Library Legislation in 1922 

Eleven states held legislative sessions this 
year. Library laws were passed in Kentucky, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New 
York and Virginia. No library legislation 
was enacted in Colorado (special session), 
Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi and Rhode 
Island. 

This report includes also last year's spe- 
cial session in Missouri and the regular ses- 
sion of California, which ended too late for 
full inclusion in last year's report. 

Establishment and Tax 

New York state passed a number of minor 
amendments to the general education law 
relative to libraries. 



The most important of these relates to 
state grants of money to free libraries from 
the income of the U. S. deposit fund. 
Hitherto these grants have been made for 
books "in accordance with regents' rules," no 
definite amount being specified in the law. 
For a number of years libraries could and 
many did receive as much as $200 a year, 
provided they raised an equal amount from 
taxation or other local sources. Then for 
lack of sufficient appropriations by the legis- 
lature these grants were reduced by the re- 
gents to a maximum of $100, which was the 
rule for 18 years. Last year many libraries 
received as low as $44.75. 

Accordingly an amendment to the law was 
passed this year stating that each free circu- 
lating library complying with regents' re- 
quirements shall receive $100 annually ex- 
cept that no library shall receive an amount 
greater than that provided for the same pur- 
pose from local sources. This removes the 
question from the "grace of budget com- 
mittees or appropriating bodies" and defi- 
nitely fixes the amount which libraries are 
to receive. 

A New Jersey act permits a municipality 
to appropriate in the current budget for its 
library a sum equal to that paid into the 
general treasury by the library the proceeding 
year. Such sum shall be in addition to the 
regular appropriation. This refers to the 
fines and other money earned by the library, 
which had been taken away from libraries 
by the budget act. 

Missouri at the extra session last year 
amended the regular library law, providing 
that in case of an increase in valuation of 
the taxable property within an incorporated 
city the common council may reduce the levy 
provided by law for library maintenance to 
an amount which the council deems suffi- 
cient, but not over ten percent more than 
was levied the previous year. "Similar amend- 
ments were adopted by the legislature with 
regard to practically all local expenditures on 
account of the great increase in property 
valuation in this state which has been taking 
place last year and this." 

In Virginia "a bill providing for the for- 
mation of local memorial libraries by means 
of funds raised by taxation, if the localities 
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elected to tax themselves, and providing state 
aid, failed to pass." 

State Agencies 

California last year in the general amend- 
ment of the political code abolished the 
board of trustees of the state library and 
transferred their powers and duties to the 
state department of finance. "The statutes 
and laws under which they existed and all 
laws prescribing their duties, powers, pur- 
poses and responsibilities and jurisdiction to- 
gether with all lawful rules and regulations 
established thereunder are hereby expressly 
continued in force." "The division of li- 
braries" becomes one of the six divisions of 
the department of finance. While the logic 
of this arrangement is not clear to one at a 
distance, it is evidently much more tolerable 
to the state librarian than "the ghost of 
school control of the library," which he dis- 
cusses with decided force and fullness in the 
January 1921 number of News Notes of 
California Libraries. The change makes 
practically no difference in the operation of 
the state library. 

The Kentucky library commission law was 
amended by omitting four words limiting the 
secretary's salary, which is now properly at 
the discretion of the commission. 

Another state library commission has been 
absorbed by a state department of education. 
This time it happened in Maryland as a re- 
sult of the governor's "comprehensive plan 
of re-organization of the entire state govern- 
ment with a comparatively small number of 
departments. In that re-organization the 
library commission had to be placed some- 
where and obviously the department of edu- 
cation was the proper one in which to place 
it." The functions of the commission de- 
volve upon the state superintendent of 
schools. The governor is to appoint five per- 
sons, who with the state librarian and the 
librarian of the Enoch Pratt Free Library 
shall constitute the Maryland Public Library 
Advisory Commission, which shall advise and 
counsel with the superintendent with respect 
to his library duties. 

In Massachusetts a movement to abolish 
its work among aliens in libraries was fore- 
stalled by securing an amendment to the 



law defining the functions of the Board of 
Free Public Library Commissioners. 

County Libraries 

A 1921 California law amended the po- 
litical code relative to county officers by add- 
ing "a county librarian" to the list of sixteen 
enumerated county officers. The state li- 
brarian writes : "This is part of the move- 
ment to incorporate the county library as an 
integral part of the county government and 
to give to the county librarian a legal status 
equal to that of other county officers." One 
of the results is that "most of the county li- 
brary salaries were increased by amendment 
to the county government act rather than 
by amendment to the county library law." 
Hitherto these salaries were prescribed in 
the county library law; now they come up 
for consideration in the general salary bill 
passed by the legislature for each county. 
The increases made last year affected the 
county librarians in 30 counties, increases 
ranging from $200 to $600 per person, so 
that present salaries range from $1000 to 
$3000, the largest number being between 
$1800 and $2400. 

A New Jersey amendment specifies the 
power of the county library commission to 
purchase supplies and equipment and limits 
such purchases to the amount appropriated. 
Another New Jersey law relating to county 
libraries is given under school district li- 
braries. 

The members of the Mississippi Library 
Association "have been trying for a number 
of years to get a liberal county library law 
passed but have failed thus far." They had 
their usual experience this year. Two years 
ago a law was passed permitting counties 
with an assessed valuation over eighteen mil- 
lion dollars to appropriate not over $3000 an- 
nually toward the support of one or more 
public libraries in the county. Only nine 
counties in the state could qualify under this 
law and of these only three are contributing 
to the support of libraries. In some of the 
other counties there are no public libraries, 
negroes outnumbering the whites by several 
hundred percent. The state library associa- 
tion will continue its efforts for library leg- 
islation. 
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School District Libraries 

In California apportionment of the fund 
for school district libraries is to be "such 
sum as may be requested by the school trus- 
tees of such district," but not less than $25 
for each teacher ; if the trustees fail to file 
request the county superintendent shall 
make apportionment not exceeding $50 per 
teacher. Formerly this was on a percentage 
basis, five to ten percent of the school fund, 
but not to exceed $50 per district except in 
districts having five or more teachers, where 
it was to be not under $10 or over $15 per 
teacher. 

New Jersey amended her law authorizing 
state duplication of money raised by any 
school district for library purposes, $20 for 
establishment and $10 annually. The amend- 
ment provides for these amounts to be paid 
by the state through the county library com- 
mission of any county where a co-operative 
agreement has been made between the county 
library and the local school. 

Special Legislation 

Laws applying to special places are not 
generally included. Note is here made, how- 
ever, of a few in New York state on account 
of their possible suggestiveness to those in- 
terested. Of three laws passed for the bene- 
fit of law libraries in Catskill, Plattsburg 
and Albany, the latter provides for consoli- 
dating the Albany county law library with 
the appellate division library, third depart- 
ment, and makes an appropriation for the li- 
brarian's salary at not exceeding $3500. 

An amendment to the Oneonta city charter 
changes the name of the Oneonta Public Li- 
brary to "The Huntington Memorial Li- 
brary" pursuant to the request of Mr. Henry 
E. Huntington, who has already made valu- 
able gifts to the city for library and park 
purposes and who proposes to endow the 
same in memory of his parents. 

An amendment to the greater New York 
charter permits the sale of corporate stock 
for the erection and equipment of the central 
library in the borough of Brooklyn. The 
next step will be for the board of estimate 
and apportionment to authorize the sale of 
the stock. 

A law which passed the legislature but 



was not approved by the mayor amended the 
greater New York charter giving public li- 
brary trustees power to select library sites 
subject to the approval of the board of esti- 
mate and apportion ment, prepare plans, 
award contracts and supervise construction 
of new library buildings. In the acquisition 
of such sites the library board was to have 
all the powers of the board of education and 
contracts for the construction of new li- 
brary buildings were to be let in the same 
manner as contracts for new school build- 
ings. 

Appropriations 

Reports were not available from all of the 
states mentioned. Amounts given are for 
two years unless otherwise stated. 

Kentucky: State library commission $15,- 
000, state library $13,824, state historical so- 
ciety $10,000. 

Maryland : Public library commission 
$11,982, state library $11,600, legislative refer- 
ence bureau $3725 for 1923 and $7550 the 
next year. 

Massachusetts : Department of education, 
division of public libraries $24,100 for one 
year. 

Missouri: State library commission $1200 
in addition to previous $25,500 for two years, 
1921-22. 

New Jersey for one year: Public library 
commission $47,980; state library $19,900; 
record bureau, which takes place of histori- 
cal society, $10,500. The following amounts 
are appropriated to the departments named 
but spent under supervision of the public 
library commission: Agricultural extension 
department $3000, for books on agriculture 
for their farm demonstrators; department 
of institutions and agencies $5000, for li- 
braries in institutions ; department of educa- 
tion $1000 for teachers' libraries. 

Virginia : State library $41,142.50 for year 
ending Feb., 1923, and $41,067.50 the next 
year; state law library $7250 each year; leg- 
islative reference bureau $8851 and $9451; 
world war history commission $7500 each 
year; aid to local school libraries each year 
$3000. Work done by a library commission 
in other states "will be more thoroughly done 
hereafter because the general assembly made 
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an appropriation sufficient to enable the state 
library board to secure the services of a li- 
brary organizer." 

Contemplated Legislation 

These contemplations vary in definiteness 
from vague hopes to formulated bills, some 
of which were drawn but not introduced, 
others were introduced but defeated, still 
others have been passed but are admittedly 
defective and should and will be improved. 

A report of the Michigan Library Associa- 
tion in October, 1921, says "So far as legisla- 
tion is concerned, the last session of the leg- 
islature made conditions for getting adequate 
library service to the largest half of the peo- 
ple of the state worse than they were be- 
fore." The Association has pledged its re- 
sources in a vigorous effort to "secure the 
library legislation which Michigan so sorely 
needs." Among the items on the legislative 
program of the Association are (1) a general 
revision of the library legislation of the 
state, with a view to combine all general li- 
brary laws into one act under the education 
clause of the constitution; (2) a law making 
officials of libraries competent to certify to 
printed or manuscript material in their pos- 
session, so that such certified copies will be 
legal evidence in court; (3) provision for a 
retirement fund for librarians; (4) "adequate 
organization and means to carry out system- 
atic, centralized and state wide library 
work." 

The last legislature abolished the state li- 
brary commission and transferred its duties 
to the state library without adequate appro- 
priation. The association memorialized the 
governor and the administrative board of the 
state on this subject. It also passed a resolu- 
tion opposing the effort to repeal the law di- 
recting the use of penal fines for library pur- 
poses without concurrent adequate substitute 
for library support. 

Certification. In Minnesota, where the 
certification feature was partly responsible 
for the defeat last year of amendments to 
the county library law, the state education 
department, which has absorbed the state 
library commission, has as a part of its pro- 
gram "to bring library service to a higher 
degree of proficiency by setting up profes- 
sional standards for librarians to correspond 



with those set for teachers in the same com- 
munities and to provide for their attainment." 

At the October meeting of the Missouri 
Library Association a report on certification 
was presented which will probably be incor- 
porated in a bill to be introduced in the legis- 
lature next year. 

Township Libraries. "In Indiana town 
library boards and county library boards 
have the right to fix their own tax levy with- 
iu a ten percent limit. About ISO of our 207 
tax supported libraries obtain in addition a 
tax from one or more townships, but our 
township support act does not give the library 
board the right to fix the township library 
levy, but this is fixed by the governing body 
of the civil township." At the next session 
of the legislature an effort will probably be 
made to give library boards in townships the 
same right in regard to the tax levy as they 
have in towns and cities. 

County Libraries. In Colorado, where 
the county library has been defeated in two 
different sessions, "The Colorado Library As- 
sociation is contemplating the wisdom of re- 
introducing next year the proposed county 
library bill." 

The Indiana county library law provides 
for a city library to extend its service to 
townships outside the city and for a tax to be 
levied on all such parts of the county. An 
amendment last year provided that "Said tax 
shall be continued so long as ten percent of 
the inhabitants of the districts [plural] so 
taxed outside the limits of said city or town 
are found to be users of said library." This 
year in one county enough card holders with- 
drew in one district to bring the number of 
users in that district below the ten percent 
requirement, and so the county commissioners 
dropped the tax. By changing the word 
"districts" to "district," that is, by making it 
singular instead of plural, it will be impos- 
sible for a single district to cause a discon- 
tinuation of the tax in all of the townships 
so long as the combined use of several dis- 
tricts is up to the ten percent limit. 

In Minnesota the state commissioner of 
education says : "We hope for an amend- 
ment to our county library laws to facilitate 
the establishment of county libraries through- 
out the state." 
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Missouri worked six years for a county li- 
brary law, which was passed on the last day 
of last year's session. "No such library has 
as yet been organized under this law; in fact 
it seems nearly impossible at present on ac- 
count of the tax situation in general and 
because most counties have already reached 
the limit of taxation allowed under the con- 
stitution. In a month or two the constitu- 
tional convention will convene and it has been 
suggested that library interests try to secure 
an amendment which will allow a county li- 
brary tax to be levied in addition to the maxi- 
mum fixed for general purposes — a provision 
which is already in force for school pur- 
poses." 

The state library commission of North 
Dakota is carrying on a campaign of public- 
ity in favor of a county library law which 
it is confident will be enacted at the next ses- 
sion of the legislature. 

In many cases in Pennsylvania where the 
county library proposition is considered, 
"there is a fear that the county seat or some 
other town will get the lion's share of the 
books and the work, and the rest of the 
county will be left out in the cold." For this 
reason the question has been raised "whether 
it would be advisable to provide that libraries 
already existing could come into the county 
system and retain control and title to what- 
ever property they may have gathered and 
that county library books should be distrib- 
uted in the different communities pro rata 
to the population." 

Washington will try again at the next ses- 
sion for a county library law, which failed 
last year. 

State Agencies. The Massachusetts board 
of free public library commissioners failed in 
an attempt to enlarge the scope of its work 
to include aid to libraries in state and county 
institutions. The bill "was referred to the 
next legislature because of the very strong 
feeling just at present throughout the state 
that the state is trying to assume too many 
responsibilities." 

"For several years the South Carolina Li- 
brary Association and the federation of wom- 
en's clubs have been conducting a campaign 
to secure a library commission. The bill has 
been killed twice owing to the appropriation 
asked. This year the financial situation was 



such that we determined not even to introduce 
a bill. Next year we hope to get favorable 
action." 

Tennessee "librarians have visions of a 
state library department on a par with the 
education department, but the time is not 
yet ripe for this." 

In Virginia, "Two years ago the general 
assembly made an appropriation for the erec- 
tion of a memorial library to commemorate 
the services of Virginia troops in the world 
war. The 1922 assembly finding that no prog- 
ress had been made on the work of erecting 
a building, not only refused a further appro- 
priation but also took away the amount ap- 
propriated two years ago. This leaves the 
library board and the war memorial com- 
mission, the two bodies designated by law to 
erect the building, without any funds, but 
with a site on which to erect the building. 
It is hoped that the legislature of 1924 will 
provide the funds." 

William F. Yust, Chairman. 

LIBRARY ADMINISTRATION 

During the year 1920-21, the Committee on 
Library Administration at the request of the 
President made a tentative revision of the 
uniform form for library statistics originally 
adopted by the Association in 1914. There 
was insufficient time to make the revision 
as carefully as was desirable, but the tenta- 
tive revision was printed and distributed to 
several hundred libraries of the country by 
the Secretary of the Association. This form 
was designed for use by public libraries, not 
by college and reference libraries. As was 
hoped, the use of the form brought forth a 
number of criticisms and suggestions, which 
enabled the Committee during the year 1921- 
22 still further to revise it. This later re- 
vision has now been printed and distributed 
by the Secretary of the Association. 

At the Swampscott meeting, the chair- 
man of the Committee presented to the Col- 
lege and Reference Section the need for a 
similar form of statistics for use by the col- 
lege and reference libraries of the country. 
A special committee was appointed by the 
College and Reference Section with Mr. 
Gerould of Princeton as chairman, this com- 
mittee to co-operate with the Committee on 
Library Administration. The two commit- 
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tees working together during the year 1921- 
22 have devised a form of report for college 
and reference libraries. This form is similar 
to the one in use by public libraries. Un- 
doubtedly, criticisms and suggestions will be 
made by the libraries using the form this 
first year and thus next year the form may be 
revised to advantage. 

It has been called to the attention of the 
Committee on Library Administration that 
in library reports percentages are sometimes 
incorrectly figured. An examination of some 
of the errors alluded to has convinced the 
Committee that they should make the fol- 
lowing statement in regard to the correct 
method for figuring percentages : 

Fiction circulation percentage is obtained 
by dividing the total fiction circulation by the 
grand total circulation. 

Adult fiction circulation percentage is ob- 
tained by dividing adult fiction circulation 
by the total adult circulation. 

Juvenile fiction circulation percentage is ob- 
tained by dividing juvenile fiction circula- 
tion by the total juvenile circulation. 

Book stock percentage or accession per- 
centage for either total, adult or juvenile 
fiction, should be calculated in the same 
manner. 

It is an error to divide, for instance, the 
adult fiction circulation by the grand total 
circulation and speak of the answer as the 
adult fiction circulation percentage. Such a 
figure should have no general recognition, 
but if it is used, it should be clearly ex- 
pressed as the adult fiction circulation per- 
centage of the grand total circulation. 

Library statistics will be clarified materi- 
ally if the divisor used in the calculation of 
percentages is always the total of which the 
figure in question is an immediate part. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Franklin F. Hopper, Chairman. 

LIBRARY CO-OPERATION WITH 
OTHER COUNTRIES 

The Committee was not appointed until 
late in 1921. The Chairman was absent in 
Europe at the time he was appointed. There 
has been no opportunity to hold a meeting of 
the Committee during the year. 

Much work has, however, been done by 



correspondence, and certain sub-committees 
have been very active in gathering material 
and in answering letters addressed to the 
Committee. The chief function of the Com- 
mittee has been that of answering inquiries 
received from abroad either directly by the 
Committee or by the Headquarters of the 
American Library Association, and referred 
to the Committee by the Secretary or by the 
President. In many instances the Chairman 
has answered an inquiry without referring it 
directly to another member of the Commit- 
tee. Most of these requests have been for 
information which could be supplied from 
material easily accessible in print. They have 
involved letters frequently of some length. 
The replies appear to have been helpful in a 
number of instances where librarians abroad 
have inquired about American practice and 
have sought the addresses of specialists in 
various lines of library work in the United 
States, etc. 

The Chairman of the Committee visited the 
Institut International de Bibliographic at 
Brussels in October, and received later from 
Monsieur Otlet, the Director of the Insti- 
tute, an extremely interesting plea and plan 
for co-operation between American libraries 
and the Institute. 

The Committee has not had an opportunity 
to confer upon this matter and refrains from 
recommendation in consequence. Of course, 
this and other matters involving considerable 
outlays of money can be considered at pres- 
ent only as interesting and valuable problems 
whose consummation would unquestionably be 
of incalculable aid to the progress of knowl- 
edge. 

The Chairman, at the instance of the 
President of the American Library Associa- 
tion, visited the Army and Y. M. C. A. Li- 
braries in the "Occupied Area" in charge of 
the American Forces in Germany. He was 
given every opportunity to inspect the work 
which was begun by the American Library 
Association, and which has been so well car- 
ried on under the direction of Elizabeth B. 
Steere, by the Y. M. C. A. and the Army 
working in conjunction. As a result of this 
visit cables were sent to various libraries in 
America and individual contributions of books 
were made in large numbers, in addition to 
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books purchased with the sum of $1000 voted 
by the Executive Board of the American Li- 
brary Association. 

One of the members of the Committee, 
Jessie M. Carson of the New York Pub- 
lic Library, has been resident in France for 
some years now in charge of the library work 
carried on by the American Committee for 
Devastated France. Miss Carson has served 
as a connecting link between the American 
Library Association and this Committee and 
libraries in France and Brussels. It has been 
possible to refer inquirers to her, thus saving 
much time, which because of the long distance 
between Europe and the United States, would 
have been wasted in the mails. Parentheti- 
cally, it may be observed that Miss Carson's 
effective presentation of the work of herself 
and her colleagues in the devastated region 
of France was one of the notable features 
of the Manchester meeting of the British Li- 
brary Association. 

The Committee has had much correspond- 
ence with the director of the American 
Library in Paris, W. Dawson Johnston, 
who is endeavoring with great success to 
serve as a medium of communication be- 
tween French and American libraries. Some 
of the matters inaugurated by Mr. Johnston 
are almost certain to have far-reaching results 
in the future. 

The Sub- Committee, headed by Cor- 
nelia Marvin, has continued its work in gath- 
ering information as to library activities in 
Eastern Asia, and as to collections of books 
in East Asiatic languages in the United 
States. A summary of the report of this 
committee is given as an appendix. 

One of the difficulties facing the Commit- 
tee was a definition of its functions. There 
was no wish on the part of any member of 
this Committee to trespass on the field of the 
Committee on International Relations. The 
distinction between the work of the two Com- 
mittees was so well defined by Herbert 
Putnam, of the Library of Congress, in a 
letter to the Chairman of the Committee, that 
it is printed herewith. 

December 27, 1921. 
Dear Mr. Bishop: 

. . . As to the two Committees : The 
reason for the creation of the one on Co- 
operation was that the one on International 



Relations deemed itself concerned only with 
matters of larger policy in which the A. L. 
A., as such, might have relations of an inter- 
national character. 

It did not, for instance, feel that it could 
deal with the projects for practical co-opera- 
tive work such as were involved in various 
appeals or suggestions that come from abroad 
— as for children's libraries in Belgium, etc., 
etc., the most of which involve, if not actual 
supply of material, at least advice, sugges- 
tion and counsel from this side. 

Hence the establishment of the new Com- 
mittee. 

There need, I think, be no conflict of 
jurisdiction, as our Committee would have 
concern with matters dealt with by yours only 
in case they should reach a point where the 
Association is called upon, as an Association, 
to enter into a relation of international char- 
acter. In any such case our Committee 
might be drawn into consultation with yours 
as to questions of policy involved. . . 
Faithfully yours, 
Herbert Putnam, 
Librarian. 

All the work of the year has been done 
in accordance with the spirit of the fore- 
going letter, which seems to mark off very 
definite fields for the work of the two com- 
mittees. 

The Committee believes that there is a 
reasonable amount of current work which 
can best be done through a committee of 
the American Library Association. It, there- 
fore, suggests that the Committee be made 
a standing committee and that its activities 
be restricted to matters which do not in- 
volve action by the Association as a whole 
in the field of international relations. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Wm. W. Bishop, Chairman. 

Appendix A 

Report of the Sub-Committee on the 
Far East 

The Sub-Committee on the Far East has 
been occupied during the year with answer- 
ing individual requests for aid and with 
gathering data on library activities in China, 
Japan, and the Philippines. This material 
is so extensive that it can only be summar- 
ized for purposes of this report. The chair- 
man of the Sub-Committee is engaged in 
compiling a more elaborate report which will 
doubtless appear in the library press in the 
course of a few months. 

The Committee calls the attention of the 
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Association to the suggestion made in the 
New Republic of the fifteenth of March, 
1922. All the money comprising the Boxer 
Indemnity Fund has not been returned to 
China. The House of Representatives has 
passed a bill authorizing the return of the 
residue, the income of which will doubtless 
yield about $500,000 annually. The Senate 
has not up to this date acted on this bill. 
The New Republic suggests that the in- 
come be used for libraries and popular edu- 
cation in China, rather than in the form of 
fellowships for Chinese students, which is 
the purpose to which the original fund has 
been devoted by the Chinese Government. 
The suggestion is a notable one and the Com- 
mittee feels that the officers of the American 
Library Association should take cognizance 
of it, and should, if possible, bring influence 
to bear in Washington to see that the matter 
is fully considered by Congress and the De- 
partment of State. This matter comes with- 
in the province of the Committee on Inter- 
national Relations rather than in that of the 
Committee reporting. 

The Sub-Committee proposes further that 
it should be authorized and directed to make 
a list of students from the Orient who have 
attended library schools or other training 
agencies in the United States with the idea 
of keeping in touch with their work upon 
their return, to the possible mutual advantage 
of libraries in both countries. 

The Committee calls to the attention of 
the Association a recently published work 
entitled The Christian occupation of China; 
a report of the general missionary survey 
igig-21, published in Shanghai in the spring 
of this year. Portions of this report are de- 
voted to the education including libraries, and 
should be of extreme interest to American 
librarians in the way of information as to 
what has been done by missionary effort in 
China. 

The Committee has received appeals for 
help from Shanghai from the American 
School and from the American Women's 
Club, and has endeavored to meet these ap- 
peals to the best of its ability. 

A contribution to the discussion of the 
Asiatic collections in American libraries was 
an article by John L. Bramhall, East Asiatic 



works in the Newberry Library, which ap- 
peared in the Open Court for December, 1921. 

The Committee feels that a more complete 
report than the exceedingly fragmentary one 
published as an appendix to its report of 
last year should be made either by this Sub- 
Committee or by a special committee of the 
American Library Association. It recom- 
mends that the Council take the matter under 
consideration, and requests that if favorable 
action is taken on the suggestion a small ap- 
propriation be made from the treasury of the 
Association to cover clerical expenses in- 
volved in the preparation of copy to be sub- 
mitted to the Editorial Committee of the As- 
sociation. Such a survey as the Committee 
has in mind should prove useful to reference 
librarians the country over and to certain 
students of Oriental languages scattered 
throughout the United States and Canada. 
It should facilitate interlibrary loan and the 
use of the photostat in copying important 
articles in a field which necessarily appeals 
to a very small number of persons. Such 
a survey in printed form cannot fail to be 
of great value and interest. 

One of the members of the Committee, 
Katharine H. Wead, has been spending a 
year at the University of Nanking and re- 
ports (Appendix B) her impressions of 
Chinese libraries. The Committee hopes to 
have her report reprinted in the library press. 
The Committee learns from Jessie Douglas, 
librarian of the Canton Christian College, 
that there is much interest in Canton in 
establishing a public library, and a commis- 
sion has been appointed to study the possi- 
bilities of such a library by visiting the li- 
braries in the Philippines and elsewhere. 

Very interesting reports have come to the 
Committee from Mary Polk, librarian of 
the Bureau of Science of the Philippine 
Islands. Miss Polk has sent us not only an 
extremely interesting letter giving details of 
the courses in Library Science being offered 
in the University of the Philippines, but also 
an important collection of material' on the 
legal status of libraries in the Philippines. It 
is interesting to note that the Library of the 
Bureau of Science has already passed 40,000 
volumes, is cataloged and classified in ac- 
cordance with our best American standards, 
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is aiding the University of the Philippines to 
give instruction in Library Science, and in 
general is serving as a means of furthering 
co-operation in library matters in Manila and 
elsewhere. Attention should be called to the 
possibilities of exchange between American 
and Philippine libraries offered by the or- 
ganization of the Library of the Philippine 
Bureau of Science. Librarians are urged to 
communicate directly with Mary Polk, li- 
brarian of the Bureau of Science, at Manila. 
This report would be incomplete did it 
fail to note the large number of Oriental 
students in American colleges and univer- 
sities, the greater part of them being Chi- 
nese. It is highly important that American 
libraries should not neglect the opportunity 
offered them by the presence in all our large 
cities and in our universities and colleges of 
great numbers of highly intelligent Oriental 
students. The impressions which they take 
back with them will influence greatly the re- 
lations of Eastern Asia with America in the 
next thirty years. Many of them are anxious 
to learn the administrative details of our 
libraries, and the Committee suggests that 
they be offered every facility, whenever they 
make inquiries, by public and university 
libraries. 

In conclusion, the Sub-Committee begs to 
report its willingness at all times to aid 
libraries in America desiring to secure in- 
formation about Oriental libraries, and libra- 
ries in Eastern Asia wishing information con- 
cerning conditions in America. When any 
member of the Committee is not possessed of 
the information desired, inquiries can gen- 
erally be referred to a competent person. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Cornelia Marvin, Chairman, 
Sub-Committee on the Far East. 

Appendix B 
Impressions of Chinese Libraries 

On actually writing a report on Chinese 
libraries I find that I have impressions rather 
than facts. For facts I would refer you to 
Mr. Tai's excellent report in the A. L. A. 
Annual Report 1920-1921, p. 58-63. But you 
may be interested in pen pictures of the li- 
braries which I have seen since they are fairly 
representative of the old and new types in 
northern China. 



Of the strictly Chinese libraries there are 
two kinds, the privincial libraries and the 
public libraries. The former are supported 
by provincial funds, are primarily for the 
use of the officials of the province and con- 
tain chiefly books relating to the particular 
province. These more nearly accord with 
the definition of libraries given in the Chinese 
name — hiding places for books — for admis- 
sion is only to the few privileged persons on 
payment of a small admission fee. The two 
libraries of this type which I have seen, at 
Nanking and at Hangchow, have many rare 
books and manuscripts, some dating back 
two thousand years. 

The Nanking library building was formerly 
a fine old residence and has only within a 
few years been occupied by the library. A 
visitor passes, in Chinese fashion, through a 
gateway in a high wall, into a courtyard and 
into a guest room where a servant offers tea 
while one awaits the arrival of the librarian. 
He is then conducted into a small room 
where the catalog is kept, then into a room 
where an attendant sits expectantly awaiting 
the request slips, across another court into 
the stack and reading room and upstairs 
where the more valuable books are stored. 
The curved tiled roof, the carved eaves, the 
latticed windows, the high thresholds, all add 
beauty to the building but the thought of fire 
and all the destruction that would ensue is 
ever in the mind of the westerner, used to 
fire-proof buildings. Even the more modern 
stucco buildings are not immune to fire and 
I have been in many places where there are 
priceless treasures insufficiently protected. In 
the Nanking library the books are arranged 
in wooden cases, some of them inside locked 
glass doors, each case bearing the name of 
the class. Each thin, paper bound book car- 
ries a tag with its name and the name of 
the class but there are no such minute subdivi- 
sions as book numbers. At Hangchow inter- 
est is added to the provincial library, now 
housed in a modern two story white stucco 
building, by knowing that it was once the 
imperial library of Chien Lung who had his 
summer palace on the famously beautiful 
West Lake. 

The public library, as its name implies, is 
supported by the municipality and is open to 
all though in some cases a fee of a few cop- 
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pers is required. At Peking the fee varies 
with the type of reader and what kind of 
books are wanted — newspapers, modern books, 
ancient books. Books may not be taken from 
the building. To the foreigner, the cold, dark 
whitewashed reading rooms with the straight 
hard chairs seem very unattractive but the 
Chinese ideas of comfort differ from ours and 
the rooms are generally well patronized. Sep- 
arate reading rooms are provided for women. 
These public libraries are often connected 
with public recreation centers where mu- 
seums educational exhibits, lecture halls, play- 
ground, etc., may be enjoyed. Extension work 
is becoming more and more general and is 
carried on in the form of traveling libraries 
which go to educational centers in the dis- 
trict. The public library does not attempt to 
hoard old books but provides the modern 
popular books of which there are only too 
few, and translations of foreign books. There 
is much interest in children's books but the 
supply of these books is yet small and they 
are largely translations of foreign stories for 
children. 

In the public libraries which I have visited 
at Peking, Wusih and Nanking I have seen 
three distinct types of catalogs. The kind 
generally found in Chinese libraries is in book 
form. The old system of classification con- 
sists of four classes .-—classics, history, phi- 
losophy and belles lettres to which are some- 
times added collected works and gazetteers. 
Each of these classes is again sub-divided un- 
til there are some forty classes. In the book 
form catalog there is usually a volume for 
the four main classes and the titles are en- 
tered as received under the proper sub-class. 
Sometimes additional information such as au- 
thor, date, previous owner, or price is also 
given. Almost invariably the author is giv- 
en a secondary place. At Wusih, the li- 
brary has the distinction of being the only 
truly Chinese library using a card catalog. 
It is a subject catalog in two sections, one 
contains the titles of the old books arranged 
according to the method just described; the 
other contains new and foreign books and is 
divided into the following four groups- 
political science, social science, natural science 
and literature. The entries are first by sub- 
ject and then by title but there is no accurate 
filing. The question of a systematic and 



accurate way of filing Chinese characters is 
a difficult one and is only recently receiving 
the attention of students. The third system, 
seen in a Nanking library, is a curious one 
but has some points to recommend it. 
Around the walls of a small room are three 
tiers of wooden blocks, about 4 inches by 
1 inch and very thin, inserted into a moulding. 
Each peg bears the name of a book and its 
price — probably to frighten prospective 
thieves — and at intervals there is a red peg 
indicating the class. A reader runs his eye 
along the rows until he finds the title which 
he wants, fills out a request slip and gives it 
to an attendant who procures the book and 
turns the peg around to show that the book 
is in use. 

The Commercial Press has an excellent 
library in its offices at Shanghai, containing 
many rare old books as well as modern ones. 
Some volumes of the almost extinct 15th 
century encyclopedia, Yung Lo Ta Tien, may 
be found there. The old Chinese books are 
classified according to the old four class 
system. Modern ones, including foreign 
ones, are classified according to a system 
originated by the firm, and comprising four- 
teen classes: — philosophy, education, litera- 
ture, history and geography, political science, 
natural science, mathematics, industry, medi- 
cine, military affairs, fine arts, domestic arts, 
reprints and collected works. The company 
is doing a great deal towards arousing an 
interest in reading, by reprinting in an in- 
expensive form the best of Chinese litera- 
ture much of which is now out of print. It 
has also translated and printed many of the 
foreign books on science since China has 
produced few of her own, and the majority 
of the children's books which have been 
printed are from that press. I quote from 
a letter from Fong F. Sec, the head of the 
editorial department: — 

"Generally speaking, I think that the books 
most read by the Chinese now are along the 
lines of social science, such as history, edu- 
cation, philosophy, ethics, etc., but not much 
in the way of natural science. The new 
thought movement is influencing the reading 
of our people during the last two or three 
years and there seems to be a great deal of 
interest in books along the lines of social, 
industrial and economic improvements. How- 
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ever, the leading Chinese educators are tak- 
ing to heart the findings and recommendations 
of Prof. Monroe regarding education in this 
country and are taking steps to strengthen the 
science teachings in the schools of China. . . " 

In this connection it is interesting to note 
the library of the Science Society of China 
which has its headquarters at Nanking. It 
has two or three thousand books chiefly in 
European languages, on scientific subjects and 
a card catalog. This society also publishes 
a magazine entitled Science. To quote Dr. 
Sec again : — 

"Outside of the college libraries there are 
so few libraries in China we do not think 
that the libraries are meeting the demand for 
books in China. Therefore persons who de- 
sire to read are forced to buy their own 
books. We understand that in Peking and 
the provinces of Shanci some new libraries 
have been opened but are comparatively few 
and the library movement is altogether new 
in this country." 

Enough for the truly Chinese library. 
Picturesqueness is giving way to up-to-date 
efficiency with its steel stacks, foreignized 
catalogs, American trained librarians and 
the library movement is developing fast. 
There are now several men who have been 
in American library schools and others are 
studying in America or planning to go in 
the near future. Those who can not go to 
America are being trained well in the Boone 
University Library School under the guid- 
ance of Elizabeth Wood and her Chinese 
assistants who have been to American li- 
brary schools. The Peking National Uni- 
versity has a large library where they are 
doing good work in the indexing of books. 
They are the only depository library in China 
for the Library of Congress cards. This 
University inaugurated the movement for 
popularizing reading by issuing literature in 
what is known as "be hua," the spoken style 
rather than the complicated literary classical 
style. Southeastern University at Nanking 
has a large library of foreign and Chinese 
books under the supervision of an Albany 
graduate and is erecting a new building for 
it. Probably the finest library building in 
China is at Tsing Hua College just outside 
of Peking where another Albany graduate 



administers a large staff and an excellent 
collection of books and is also one of the 
prime movers in the library movement. 

The various mission colleges have libraries 
where foreign methods are used. The Dewey 
classification is generally used for the for- 
eign books and in some cases for the Chinese 
books though the best treatment for Chinese 
books is yet to be decided upon. Some 
libraries put their Chinese classics in one 
class, modern Chinese books in another and 
foreign books in another, which is anything 
but convenient. The mission schools where 
much of the class work is done in English 
have an opportunity to put modern library 
methods in practice in a way that has not 
been done in the older Chinese libraries. 
Here at the University of Nanking for in- 
stance a guide to Chinese periodical litera- 
ture is being made. The title cards are filed 
according to the Chinese characters but the 
subject cards give the subjects in both Eng- 
lish and Chinese and are filed alphabetically 
by the English. A bi-lingual index to agri- 
cultural literature is also being made. As 
far as I know nothing of the sort is being 
done elsewhere except possibly in Chinese at 
Peking National University, although the 
need of making Chinese literature available 
is very great. The University of Nanking has 
a branch library in its Middle School where 
there are perhaps a hundred books especially 
for children, largely chosen from the pub- 
lications of the Commercial Press. 

The Boone University Library is the cen- 
ter of the library movement for the upper 
Yangtse Valley. It encourages the use of 
libraries by its library schools where nineteen 
students have received training; by travelling 
libraries to mission and government schools 
and other organizations; by its branch li- 
braries in the city of Wuchang; by the clas- 
sification system which it has worked out 
and lately published, based on Dewey. In 
answer to the question — "In what way can 
the A. L. A. co-operate with the libraries in 
China?" — Miss Wood replied with three def- 
inite answers : — 

"I. The A. L. A. can furnish literature 
in the lines of helps and aids of all kinds 
that can be translated into Chinese. Gifts 
of catalogs of large libraries would be most 
acceptable. 
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II. Library films and lantern slides that 
would help to popularize the library move- 
ment in China. 

III. Scholarships in library schools in the 
U. S. Scholarships given to the Boone Uni- 
versity Library Training School in China." 

I have written to several libraries asking 
for information and suggestions but I must 
send this much of my report before I can 
hear from them. If anything of interest is 
reported I will forward it as soon as possible. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Katharine H. Wead, 
University of Nanking, Nanking, China. 

Appendix C 

Report of the Sub-Committee on Chil- 
dren's Work 

The following is a copy of Jessie Carson's 
report to the American Committee for De- 
vastated France, covering the year April, 
1921 to April, 1922: 

The library work of the American Com- 
mittee is no longer in the stage of mere 
demonstration. It has won the recognition 
of the French and American Library As- 
sociations, the collaboration of the Inspector 
of the Municipal Libraries in Paris and the 
Department of the Seine, and the co-opera- 
tion of the library training schools in 
America. 

It has now become possible to build defi- 
nitely for the future. Plans are in the mak- 
ing to secure the proper support of the five 
village libraries already established in the 
Aisne, for the installation of a similar li- 
brary in Paris, for the training of a select 
few French men and women in American 
library schools to be leaders of modern pub- 
lic library development in France; and, for 
the organization of a library course in the 
American Library in Paris. Arrangements 
are already completed for the permanent 
headquarters and future development of the 
libraries at Soissons and Anizy-le-Chateau. 
The American Committee is giving 60,000 
francs to the town of Soissons and 20,000 
francs to the village of Anizy, which will 
be used to complete the present library equip- 
ment and collection of books housed in tem- 
porary baraques. 

It is the intention of the Commune of 



Soissons to repair this year the beautiful 
cloisters of the old church St. Leger as the 
permanent future home of their town library. 
The plans are now being made by the archi- 
tects and will be subject to our approval for 
the placing of the department organized by 
the American Committee. In accepting this 
gift, the Commune of Soissons agrees to 
appropriate annually enough money to sus- 
tain and develop this department to meet the 
increasing demand for public library service, 
and to pay the salary of a trained librarian. 

The same agreement has been made with 
the Commune of Anizy-le-Chateau. In this 
small village the library will be housed in the 
town hall, which is the natural communal 
center of all small villages. The plans of 
this library will also be approved by the 
American Committee. Since it will take 
about two years to repair the town hall in 
Anizy, the Commune has offered to move the 
present baraque library to a lot on the Grand 
Place where it will be in the center of the 
life and activities of the village and, there- 
fore, more accessible during the evening 
hours. 

I want to repeat again, since some people 
do not seem to understand, that the American 
Committee did not introduce circulating li- 
braries into France. There are circulating 
libraries in every quarter of the big cities, 
and in nearly every small village. But these 
circulating libraries are not public libraries in 
the modern sense. They are not equipped 
to meet the needs of the communities. They 
are housed mostly in small, dingy, poorly 
lighted rooms with shelves running clear to 
the ceiling; virtually no open shelves or 
reading rooms; no catalog facilities for the 
public, except a dirty, torn, out-of-date paper 
book of titles attached to a wooden counter 
across the entry way. The librarians are 
usually the school teachers, or the secretaries 
of the mayors, with no library training of 
any kind; and, in Paris particularly, they 
have such long hours in their regular posi- 
tions that they have little vitality or real 
interest left for the library. The intention 
of the library department of the American 
Committee is to lend a helping hand to the 
French in the reorganization and develop- 
ment of these circulating libraries, so that 
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they shall render public service to all people, 
old and young of every class, in the most 
simple, attractive and efficient manner. 

It has been possible for the American 
Committee to set a high standard of library 
service through the quick understanding and 
the intelligent co-operation of the French as- 
sistants. It would have been impossible to 
develop the work to where it stands today 
without the enthusiastic help of these young 
women who have entered this new field of 
endeavor with the serious purpose of creat- 
ing a new career for cultivated French 
women. They are beginning to realize that, 
together with the literary and fducational 
uses of the public library, books also carry 
a social message of happiness and content- 
ment. And in recognizing this fact they are 
seeing for the first time what a force for 
good a public library can be. The following 
stories have been taken from their reports : 

'One evening, in the village of Urcel, an 
old peasant was reading Petites tailles et 
grands cceurs aloud to his wife, while she 
was knitting. The book became so interesting 
that the wife, without being seen, stopped 
the clock. The man glanced at it from time 
to time, noting that it was not getting too 
late, but not realizing what had happened 
until the story was finished. Then his only 
comment was, 'Tant mieux ! I would have 
been mad to go to bed before finishing that 
good story.' And, as his wife smilingly con- 
fessed to the librarian, 'It isn't the first time 
I've done that.' " 

"There is a little 'Napoleon' who comes 
every afternoon to the Soissons library. We 
do not know his name. He has earned his 
sobriquet by his great love for the big vol- 
ume of Napoleon's life, an edition de luxe 
presented to the library by the author, Mon- 
sieur Lacour-Gayet. He is little and old 
and white-haired and he enters the library 
with a hurried 'Bonjour, Madame!'" 

"Then, too, there is a little old woman, 
plain and worn, who brought in the French 
translation of Alan Seeger's Letters and 
poems — her face fairly transfigured with ap- 
preciation. 'What a beautiful spirit,' she ex- 
claimed, 'such a book lightens our dark 
hours and helps us to live !' " 

"A man who had borrowed all the books 



on botany in the Soissons library, finally 
asked permission to take home one of the 
reference books giving medicinal uses of 
plants. Later, he came in beaming, to thank 
us for having helped him to pass an impor- 
tant examination in chemistry." 

"Many of the little children are still so 
undersized that the librarian at Blerancourt 
refused a book to a small boy, one day, tell- 
ing him he must eat more soup and grow 
stronger before he read so much. He looked 
at her seriously for a moment and then he 
said, 'Mamma will have no more trouble 
to make me eat the bon potage which makes 
little boys grow strong.' " 

" 'Choose Mother's book first,' said a 
charming eight-year old girl at Coucy-le- 
Chateau, 'she liked the last one very much.' 
It was a play of Moliere's." 

"One woman, quite recently, brought five 
francs to the Soissons library, and handed it 
in with her books. 'But, Madame, you have 
no fine,' we explained. 'No, but I have so 
much pleasure from the library that I wish 
to give something for the upkeep of the 
books. It is not much, I can't afford to 
give what I would like, but at the least it 
will help a little.'" 

This woman expressed the spirit of this 
town, for the library at Soissons was the first 
of the American Committee's libraries to 
have communal support. It was willing, a 
year ago, to add to its tremendous financial 
burden for reconstruction, the current ex- 
penses of the present library for light, heat 
and janitor service. It gave one of its best 
corner lots on which to mount the baraque 
and, through the Regions Liberees, the ba- 
raque was mounted and painted and made 
ready for its equipment with no expense to 
the American Committee. 

It was interesting to watch the growing 
appreciation of the workmen, as this library 
at Soissons began to take form. They were 
amused over the building of a fire-place and 
our care to have it just the right size. Then, 
when the furniture arrived and was put in 
place and they saw for the first time specially 
designed library furniture for adults and 
most particularly for children their interest 
changed to astonishment, and they carried the 
news home to their families and friends. The 
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last few days before the library was opened 
there were many uninvited guests who made 
their appearance to see the library and to ask 
questions. Finally, upon enquiry, it was 
found that either the carpenter or another 
workman had told them that this library 
was different and they wanted to see it for 
themselves. 

The formal opening of the library at Sois- 
sons, to which were invited two of the lead- 
ing French librarians, and the two most in- 
terested in the modern public library as such, 
gave us our introduction to the French Li- 
brary Association. Seeing what could be 
done in one baraque was believing what could 
be done in other places. Consequently, a few 
days after the opening of the library, the 
American Committee was asked by the Pres- 
ident of the French Library Association to 
co-operate in equipping a similar library in 
Paris as a demonstration. There are eighty 
circulating libraries, such as those described 
in the first part of this report, in the various 
arrondissements of Paris, all of which need 
reorganization or additional equipment. 

The plan of co-operation for the Paris li- 
brary is as follows : The city gives the 
ground, 20 metres on the street, and 7 
metres deep. It gives the present collec- 
tion of 4,000 books in the school house 
adjoining, and the services of the two 
men who now administer the school library 
for the evening hours. It gives also the 
janitor service and will pay the running ex- 
penses of lighting and heating. The Regions 
Liberees gives the baraque. The City and 
the Committee, together, share the cost of 
transporting and mounting the baraque, the 
levelling of the ground, the installing of elec- 
tricity and the building of a fire-place. The 
American Committee will give the furniture, 
will add to the school collections of books, 
will furnish all printed library supplies, and 
will give the services of an American trained 
French librarian and French assistant for at 
least a year. The total cost will probably 
be about 100,000 francs for mounting and 
equipping the library. 

The American Committee offers to expend 
this amount of money on this library in Paris, 
with the signed agreement between Mrs. A. 
M. Dike, president of the American Commit- 



tee, and Monsieur Ernest Coyecque, In- 
spector of the Libraries in Paris and the De- 
partment of the Seine, that when the Amer- 
ican Committee withdraws, the City will con- 
tinue to adequately support this library and 
to pay the salary of at least one trained 
French librarian. 

During the late spring of 1921, a cinema 
was prepared showing every phase of library 
activities in the five center libraries, includ- 
ing the making of the furniture for the li- 
brary at Soissons and the formal opening of 
that library. This cinema, with a report, was 
sent to America for the annual meeting in 
June of the American Library Association. 

During the summer, the director of the 
Library Department was asked to give this 
report and show the cinema at the annual 
meeting of the Library Association at Man- 
chester, England, in September, and also at 
the annual meeting of the Ligue de l'Enseign- 
ment Francaise at Nancy in October. Both 
of these requests were granted, with the help 
of a French library assistant, who read the 
report at the Nancy meeting. And the results 
of these two meetings have been renewed in- 
quiries for suggestions and advice from 
many sources. An informal talk was given 
and the cinema shown also at Westerham, 
Kent (England) before a group of people 
interested in starting village libraries. 

In November, the director spoke before the 
New York Library Club at a meeting held 
in the New York Public Library which was 
attended by the students of its library school 
and the students of the Pratt School of Li- 
brary Science. In January, she spoke to the 
students of the Carnegie Library School of 
Pittsburgh, Penn. ; and also of the library 
school of the Western Reserve University. 
The cinema of the library work was shown 
at the same time. The principals of the 
Carnegie, New York and Western Reserve 
library schools have offered to modify to 
some degree the present courses of instruc- 
tion to correspond more directly to the needs 
of foreign students. 

From the time of the organization of the 
Library Department, the director has been 
in constant communication with various 
people for the finding of educated and culti- 
vated young Frenchwomen to train as li- 
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brarians. When Dr. Julien J. Champenois 
returned from America in the summer of 
1921 he outlined a plan of co-operation be- 
tween the American Committee and the Office 
National des Universites et ficoles Fran- 
daises which he represents in America, for 
the selection of Frenchwomen for library 
training in America, and the sharing of the 
expense of this training. The plan is as 
follows : 

The committee of the Office National mak- 
ing the selection of the French students to 
be sent to America is composed of two 
women, Mary Finn and Virginia Newcomb. 
These two women have been doing this work 
for three or four years, and they have a 
wide knowledge of a rather large number of 
French men and women eligible for teaching 
or library positions. There are certain stu- 
dents selected by this Committee who have 
already spent one year or longer in Ameri- 
can universities and have good records for 
such work who are still without permanent 
positions in France. From this group a cer- 
tain number of students have been recom- 
mended for trial in the Committee libraries 
during the next three or four months. Those 
who prove to be best fitted for library train- 
ing, both as to qualifications and inclination, 
v/ill be selected for training in American li- 
brary schools. The number of students that 
may be selected for the coming winter will 
depend on the amount of money raised in 
America to cover the living expense, and in 
any case not more than six will be selected 
for this year. 

The Office National will pay the trans- 
portation of such students to and from Amer- 
ica and in America. It will take charge of 
any expense due to sickness and will give, 
when necessary, pocket money, not exceed- 
ing $12 a month, to each student. The li- 
brary schools will waive all tuition, and in 
some cases may be able to add to the fund 
for food and lodging, which will need to be 
$1,000 a year for each student. 

To raise the money for the food and lodg- 
ing of these students, to supervise their train- 
ing and to plan to give them all round ex- 
perience in America, a special committee has 
been formed which will be a sub-committee 
of the Council on Education in Washington, 



D. C, of which Dr. S. T. Capen is the di- 
rector. Dr. Edwin H. Anderson is the 
chairman of this sub-committee and the other 
members are Alice S. Tyler, representing 
training; Annie Carroll Moore, representing 
library work with children; Anne Morgan, 
representing the American Committee; and 
Dr. Capen, Dr. Champenois, and Dr. Stephen 
P. Duggan, who are also members of the 
Council on Education. 

It stands to reason that all French li- 
brarians cannot be trained in America. Con- 
sequently, every effort possible will be made 
to start a training class next fall in the 
American Library in Paris. This class, if 
realized, will begin in the simplest way, using 
certain of the present members of the staffs 
of the American Library in Paris, and the 
Library Department of the American Com- 
mittee. 

It seems most fitting to end with another 
quotation taken from the report of one of 
the French assistants who is beginning to 
study the library situation in France: 

"Before I came to the Soissons Library, 
I had not realized that the public library- 
inviting and accessible — was an institution 
lacking in France. In that I held the same 
opinion as the majority of French people. It 
was, in reality, a question on which I had 
scarcely reflected. What is read then, here, 
by the working classes, the merchants, the 
government employees, the shop men and 
girls, the teachers, the students of small 
means, the whole public who would hesitate 
to expend seven francs for a book and of 
which the life is such that the need to read 
appears to them a luxury, and so is sacri- 
ficed. 

"At once, in Soissons, I discovered that 
everybody read. I saw, leaving the library 
in the hands of the most laborious, those of 
the masons, the locksmiths, the farmers, the 
works of Dumas, of Loti, of Daudet, books 
which have made me think, dream, live. And 
I was ashamed of my ignorance and, above 
ali, of my heedlessness. I was sure I knew 
what the others read, those less fortunate 
and less intelligent than I. 

"Now I wonder where these workers, these 
teachers, the students in the colleges would 
go if our library were not here. And the 
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children of the public schools, who invade 
our library every afternoon after four o'clock, 
as soon as their classes are over, and leave 
their little sabots at the door and who jostle 
and shove each other around the tables and 
shelves seeking for Jules Verne or Mayne 
Reid? There are so many things to say on 
this subject that one does not know where 
to begin, or where to finish!" 

Jessie Carson, 
Director of Library Department. 

The most significant event (not mentioned 
in the report) of the year was made possible 
through a scholarship provided by the Amer- 
ican Committee for Devastated France. Mile. 
Lydie Duproix, who had shown exceptional 
qualifications for library work during four 
months practical experience at Soissons, en- 
tered the library school of the New York 
Public Library in September and received a 
special certificate in June. The generous 
terms of this scholarship and of Mile. Du- 
proix's admission to the library school and 
practice field of the New York Public Li- 
brary made it possible for her to visit li- 
braries and ribrary schools in Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Albany, Boston and Washington, 
and also to have a representative experience 
of American life and institutions. 

Mile. Duproix returns to France early in 
July to assist Miss Carson in the further de- 
velopment of the library work in Paris and 
in the Devastee. So far as I know she is 
the first Frenchwoman to take American li- 
brary training and experience back to France. 
She combines to an unusual degree apprecia- 
tion of the spirit and purpose of the modern 
library, understanding of children and grown 
people and a fine heritage of French and 
English literature. I may add that I watched 
the initiation of Mile. Duproix into library 
work at Soissons under Alice O'Connor and 
it has been of very great interest to see that 
her practical work in New York, whether 
in an East Side branch library or in the 
central children's room, has been character- 
ized by the same clear-sighted grasp of what 
should be done and the same charm and ease 
in adjustment to work with people in a 
strange environment. 

I have felt for many years that the dis- 
covery and training of a librarian should be 



the first step toward a permanent library. 
The American Committee for Devastated 
France having organized its library work on 
that basis and made its first investment in 
salaries of trained and experienced workers 
has rendered a service to American library 
work as well as to its work in France. 
Annie Carroll Moore, 
Chairman, Sub-Committee on Children's 
Libraries, Committee on Library Co- 
operation with Other Countries. 

LIBRARY CO-OPERATION WITH 
THE HISPANIC PEOPLES 

In the first report of the Committee, sub- 
mitted to the conference of the Association 
held at Swampscott in 1921 (report of Sub- 
Committee on Latin America of the Com- 
mittee on Library Co-operation with other 
Countries), it was proposed that the com- 
mittee serve : 

1. As a medium for the exchange of thought 
between the libraries and library organizations 
in the respective countries. 

2. To inform librarians of the United States 
and of the Hispanic countries of the develop- 
ment of publications in the other countries. 

3. To communicate the names of new pub- 
lishers and booksellers. 

4. To give advice to librarians of the United 
States and Canada regarding books and peri- 
odicals published in the Hispanic countries, 
and to those of the Hispanic countries regard- 
ing books or magazines published in the 
United States and Canada. 

5. To assist libraries to acquire by subscrip- 
tion reviews and magazines published in the 
American countries. 

6. As a link between the Association and 
other organizations with which it might co- 
operate in the same field. 

In furtherance of this purpose, the Com- 
mittee has secured the co-operation of the 
Inter-American Division of the American 
Association for International Conciliation and 
its magazine Inter-America. Arrangements 
have been made by which Inter-America may 
become a medium for disseminating informa- 
tion among the libraries of the United States, 
Canada and the Hispanic countries, and the 
following steps have already been taken: 

1. Eight pages of the English edition of 
Inter-America will be devoted to the listing 
of current magazines, newspapers and books 
(including the lowest rates and prices given 
by publishers to foreign institutions), to the 
analysis of magazines and to book criticism. 
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2. Through English Inter-America, with- 
out any charge whatsoever for service, sub- 
scriptions may be taken by the libraries of 
the United States and Canada to Hispanic 
and Hispanic-American magazines and news- 
papers, and through it current books may be 
bought. 

3. At the same time eight pages of the 
Spanish edition of Inter-America will be de- 
voted to a similar announcement of current 
publications of the United States and Canada 
for the benefit of Hispanic and Hispanic- 
American libraries, to which Inter-America 
also offers its services. 

4. Attention is called to the following de- 
tails of the plan proposed by Inter-America, 
which is being communicated in a letter to 
many of the leading libraries and publishers 
of the United States, Canada and the Hispanic 
countries of America and Europe: 

a. Inter-America will give the names of 
current newspapers, magazines and books, 
frequency of issue and subscription rates; in 
the case of the first two; publishers and 
prices, in the case of the last; the titles and 
authors of leading magazine articles, and a 
brief notice of books and pamphlets. 

b. It offers to act as intermediary to se- 
cure for libraries and individuals, without 
commission, any of the publications listed, or 
any other publications solicited of it, provided 
such be obtainable, payment to be made in 
advance by individuals and libraries, except 
by special agreement, in cases in which such 
payment may be impracticable. 

The Committee reports that the collection 
of "material illustrative of Hispanic-Amer- 
ican periodicals," which was exhibited at the 
conference at Swampscott, has since been ex- 
hibited at the following places : Columbia 
University, during the summer school of 
1921; Honolulu, during the meeting of the 
World Press Congress, October 4-14, 1921. 

Library Conditions in Spain and Portu- 
gal. Conditions that were found to exist in the 
Hispanic countries of America and that were 
described in our annual report of 1921 seem 
to be a prolongation of similar conditions in 
the mother countries, Spain and Portugal. In 



these countries libraries serve as archives and 
deposits, rather than as vital, growing, re- 
sponsive centers of public interest and initia- 
tive. While there are priceless collections 
of books and manuscripts, such as those of 
the Real Academia Espafiola, the Biblioteca 
Nacional and similar institutions in Madrid, 
the Archivo de Simancas and the Archivo de 
Indias in Sevilla, and the Universidade de 
Coimbra in Portugal, libraries, as living en- 
tities that send their arteries forth into their 
surroundings, that continue the process of 
disseminating knowledge, begun in the 
schools ; libraries, as we understand them in 
the United States, do not exist. If circulat- 
ing libraries are to be found, they are in- 
significant private enterprises of slight extent 
and value. 

The Committee will endeavor, if continued 
during the coming year, to acquaint itself in- 
timately with the publishing houses and sup- 
ply conditions in the library centers of the 
Hispanic countries of Europe, and it hopes 
to bring them into closer relation with the 
Association, for the reciprocal exchange of 
information, for the securing of books and 
periodicals and for co-operation in the fu- 
ture. 

Peter H. Goldsmith, Chairman, 

Frederick C. Hicks. 

LIBRARY REVENUES 

Your Committee on Library Revenues sub- 
mitted a report with reference to revenues for 
public libraries, in the form of a resolution 
which was adopted at the meeting of the 
Council in Chicago last December. At that 
time it was voted to enlarge the Committee 
with a view to its continuing the study, and 
reporting on revenues for college and univer- 
sity, normal school, high school, and elemen- 
tary school libraries. The Committee has had 
considerable correspondence on this subject, 
and has had the benefit of some recent data on 
certain phases of this subject from the United 
States Bureau of Education. 

The investigations of the Committee thus 
far have demonstrated that a great deal of 
work will be necessary to get the information 
to draft a report that will adequately meet the 
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situation with reference to all kinds of librar- 
ies. The Committee is planning to hold meet- 
ings at Detroit to get this matter into shape. 
In the meantime we can simply report prog- 
ress. 

Samuel H. Ranck, Chairman. 

Iva M. Butlin, 

J. T. Gerould, 

Clara Howard, 

W. H. Kerr, 

Sarah E. McCabdle, 

H. C. Wellman, 

Mabel Williams. 

LIBRARY SERVICE (COMMITTEE 
OF FIVE) 

This Committee has been and still is en- 
deavoring to do what may prove to be an 
impossibility under present conditions, namely, 
to collect a voluminous amount of information 
through voluntary workers. Complete in- 
formation in detail on the plant, customs, and 
methods of service of American public li- 
braries is much needed and is still no where 
available in one place and in usable form. 

To collect, assemble, and discuss complete 
data of this kind, two general methods pre- 
sent themselves. First, to employ a small 
number of experts, each of whom must 
necessarily do a large amount of work, and 
secondly, to use a very large number of co- 
operators, not one of whom will be called 
upon for more than a small amount of time, 
energy and thought. 

The first method evidently requires a sal- 
aried staff, since each one of the workers 
would have to give to the task his or her 
entire time for a considerable period. It is 
still not impossible that some way may be 
found to finance the survey on this basis. 
The tentative budget made out by this Com- 
mittee when it was first constituted called 
for an annual expenditure of $23,200 for two 
years, and although it is possible that the 
work might be done for less than this, it 
would probably not be safe to begin it on a 
paid basis without something like this amount 
in sight, but up to this time none of the 
bodies that have funds for financing scholarly 
enterprises has been able or willing to give 
us a grant even while acknowledging the 
necessity and value of the projected work. 

As there seemed therefore to be no imme- 



diate possibility of using the first method, the 
Committee at the outset proceeded with plans 
for employing the second, namely, to secure 
the consent of a large number of librarians to 
do each a small part of the work. The field 
of inquiry was divided and distributed among 
members of the Committee as indicated in 
previous reports and we have now for three 
years devoted what time we could give to the 
work of securing the consent of others to co- 
operate, to securing results from those who 
have consented but whose lack of available 
time has necessitated delay, and to the neces- 
sary work of adjusting and assembling these 
results. At the present writing, May 1, the 
end of this work is in sight, although not yet 
attained. Three years may seem an uncon- 
scionable time to prepare a mere question- 
naire, but it must be remembered that this 
body of questions is intended to cover in de- 
tail the minutiae of everything done by libra- 
ries or connected in any way with their work, 
that the questions on each small division of 
the subject have been entrusted to some one 
having special knowledge of that division or 
interested in it, and that each person who has 
consented to co-operate is a busy librarian 
with barely enough time to give to his own 
duties for which he is responsible to his su- 
periors and to the public. 

So long as we are making any progress at 
all and so long as the Association sees fit to 
continue us in this work, we shall believe that 
the time given to it is not wasted and that 
it must ultimately produce worthy results. 

Of course, in case we should succeed in so 
financing the work as to justify the appoint- 
ment of a paid director with an office staff of 
experts and compilers, the work done volun- 
tarily up to the present time will by no means 
be wasted, but would save a definite propor- 
tion of the labor that would otherwise have 
to be paid for from our funds. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Arthur E. Bostwick, Chairman. 

Florence Overton, 

Azariah S. Root, 

Henry N. Sanborn, 

Bessie Sargeant Smith. 

LIBRARY TRAINING 

The Committee on Library Training did 
not hold a meeting during the year. The 
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chairman was not present at the mid-winter 
meeting, and the three members who did at- 
tend were not able to arrange a conference. 

The Alumni Committee of the Drexel In- 
stitute Library School requested a statement 
from this committee on the question of re- 
establishing that school. After correspond- 
ence with members of the committee, the 
chairman formulated a statement and sub- 
mitted it to the Drexel Institute Alumni Com- 
mittee. 

The Committee expected to have ready a 
thorough study of training offered for 
teacher-librarian work with recommendations 
for the Association. The School Libraries 
Section has been giving attention to this sub- 
ject, working especially at the desirable con- 
tent of a course preparing for school library 
positions. The section made a survey of 
school library courses offered by the estab- 
lished library schools and to avoid duplica- 
tion, turned over to our Committee the in- 
formation thus gathered and the following 
conclusions based on this survey: 

1. School librarian should be 

an executive, 
an educator, 
an inspirer. 

2. Courses in library schools preparing for 
these functions may be divided into sim- 
ilar classes. 

Technical and administrative, pedagog- 
ical (history, methods, school library 
movement), books (selection, refer- 
ence). 

3. While technical-administrative and book 
courses are adequate, most schools are 
lacking in satisfactory educational and 
pedagogical courses. 

With this information at hand, the purpose 
of our Committee is to give particular study 
to the courses offered outside of the estab- 
lished library schools. It has not been pos- 
sible to complete this investigation, however, 
and it will be carried over into the work of 
the coming year. The Committee presents 
the following preliminary statement, and sub- 
mits a thesis on this subject, listing the 
courses offered on school library work, and 
including a bibliography of the teacher-li- 
brarian movement: 

The rapid growth of school libraries in re- 



cent years, the stimulus given to trained su- 
pervision of these libraries by N. E. A. offi- 
cial reports and by legislation in various 
states, have created a real problem — the sup- 
ply of persons adequately trained to take 
charge of these libraries. 

In the case of the large high schools, where 
trained librarians can be employed, the diffi- 
culty is not so great from the library train- 
ing point of view, as in the far more nu- 
merous smaller schools, where the library 
must be cared for by a teacher or school ex- 
ecutive devoting part time to it regularly. 
To meet the demand for giving some library 
training to these "teacher-librarians," courses 
on school library work have sprung up in 
all parts of the country. These courses range 
from a total of 15 lessons to a full year's 
work. Much of this training must be super- 
ficial and it is plain that this Committee 
should study carefully the character of the 
instruction covered by these courses — should 
examine the requirements of a teacher-li- 
brarian's equipment and should formulate 
some standards for such training as a rec- 
ommendation. To quote from the prelim- 
inary report of the Sub-Committee. 

"One can build a pyramid of Library train- 
ing, putting at its foundation the thirteen 
schools that are in the Association of Amer- 
ican Library Schools, raising on this as a 
superstructure, 

(1) The recognized training classes in large 

public libraries. 

(2) The summer sessions conducted by the 
regular library schools. 

(3) Summer sessions conducted by Com- 
missions, state libraries and universities 
on a stable departmental background, 
and a continuity of organization that 
has extended over a number of years. 

(4) Courses offered in normal schools and 
other institutions conducting summer 
sessions. 

(5) The extra-courses that are offered in 
colleges, normal schools, and many other 
institutions for those expecting to do 
library work on part time — such as 
teacher-librarians. 

Just now this is the apex of the pyramid, and 
very attenuated in many instances. As it has 
had less attention than the others, it seems 
the place where a special study should be 
made and recommendations offered to the 
Association." 

The Committee wishes to emphasize, for 
the purpose of securing further consideration 
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or discussion, some points brought out in the 
report of last year. 

We included several recommendations, re- 
peated below, looking forward to the develop- 
ment of a more uniform system of library 
training by bringing the various agencies 
into a closer co-operation and correlation of 
work. 

1. That the regular library schools offer 
summer school courses in special subjects 
for which the same credit be given as for 
equivalent courses in the regular school. 

2. That there is a place in our system of 
library training for thorough, carefully 
prepared and properly supervised corre- 
spondence courses in certain branches of 
library work, especially if sponsored by 
our library schools and if regular school 
credit could be granted for such work. 
It would not be practicable for all schools 
to offer correspondence work, but certain 
schools could give such extension courses 
in subjects in which they are fitted 
through specialization or through skilled 
instructors to do successful work. These 
courses should be developed on the best 
methods of instruction — with careful fol- 
low-up work and with practice. 

3. That the various library schools adopt a 
uniform system of evaluating the credit 
for courses. A unit of credit similar to 
the "semester hour" of the standard col- 
leges and universities, would allow a more 
accurate comparison of courses in the dif- 
ferent schools, and also provide a definite 
basis for granting credit by colleges and 
for interchange of credit between library 
schools. 

4. A comparison of instructional courses in 
library science given by training classes 
and by summer schools, with data to as- 
sist in evaluating and correlating these 
courses so that there may be a uniformity 
in standards to be used as a basis for 
learning the relative value of these agen- 
cies in library instruction. 

If these recommendations could be carried 
out the opportunity for securing library train- 
ing would be broadened. Students, who are 
unable to take an entire year off for a library 
school course, could take extension work by 
correspondence, standard courses in sum- 



mer schools — possibly registering at two or 
more summer schools, and all of this work 
would be progressing regularly towards a 
library school degree. Of course a fixed 
amount of residence work and the regular 
personality requirements should still be en- 
forced. 

The need of more properly qualified libra- 
rians is unquestionable. Practically no 
library school has a capacity number of stu- 
dents. The A. L. A. recruiting campaign 
should have a beneficial effect. At the same 
time it must not be forgotten that librarian- 
ship, like other professions, needs more real 
leaders. The need is not so much more 
library workers as more good ones. Dis- 
couraging the unsuitable candidate is as much 
service to the library as encouraging those 
who are fitted for it to engage in library 
work. Minimizing the demands which the 
library makes upon its staff will tend to lower 
ideals of library service and to encourage 
unduly the unfit. 

The recommendations made last year by the 
Sub-Committee on cataloging created some 
discussion but no action. 

The Catalog Section has been working along 
the same lines and it is understood will con- 
tinue the discussion at the Detroit conference. 

This Committee believes that cataloging is 
one of the subjects which could be satisfac- 
torily taught by correspondence. By the use 
of photo-prints and a traveling library of 
books the proper equipment could be easily 
accumulated. 

The situation as to the dearth of catalogers 
remains about the same and the Committee 
urges most earnestly that the proper emphasis 
be given to the importance of this subject in 
the hope of remedying this condition. 

The Association probably does not realize 
the amount of work embodied in many of the 
special sub-committee investigations submitted 
in the reports of this Committee during the 
past few years. Definite and specific recom- 
mendations based on the highest professional 
experience and thorough study are made to 
the Association to no apparent purpose. Un- 
der these conditions the chairman is loath 
to request members of the Committee to un- 
dertake work which will require a great deal 
of time. Careful and intelligent considera- 
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tion should be given to committee reports so 
that recommendations made would be either 
rejected or acknowledged through some fa- 
vorable action. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Malcolm G. Wyer, Chairman, 

W. W. Appleton, 

Emma V. Baldwin, 

Mary Emogene Hazeltine, 

John A. Lowe, 

Margaret Mann, 

Effie L. Power, 

Carrie E. Scott, 

F. K. Walter. 

LIBRARY WORKERS ASSOCIATION 

No report. 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

The present Committee was appointed Sep- 
tember 23, 1921, and the first letter of the 
Chairman to the members, a charge of spe- 
cial responsibility for membership campaigns 
in states represented by Committeemen, was 
sent out October 6. The Committee has 
had but one change in membership, Alice L. 
Rose of New York City being unable to 
serve because of ill health. Donald K. Camp- 
bell of Haverhill was appointed in her place. 

The forming of a local branch of the 
A.L.A. in the St. Louis district resulted in 
many new A.L.A. members. It is hoped that 
the plan will be adopted in other places. 

A special effort has been made to have the 
matter of membership in our international 
organization taken up in every state and 
province of the United States and Canada. 
Where possible state association meetings 
were addressed, district meetings and insti- 
tutes also, and the state and provincial li- 
brary organizations were used where avail- 
able, as well as the special or local library 
club. The library schools were reached, 
groups of library workers in a specific field 
as children's workers, high school librarians, 
medical librarians, etc., the Public Library 
Commission and state library bulletins were 
used, and finally personal letters were sent 
to librarians already members asking help 
and to librarians not yet members urging 
consideration. 

Each of these methods has had results, 
and each member of the Committee has cov- 
ered his own community in the way which 



sefmed wisest with varying results. In pre- 
vious campaigns the large libraries of the 
United States and Canada had been pretty 
well reached by membership appeals, so this 
year the Committee made a special effort to 
reach the smaller libraries and communities. 
The total results show 494 new members up 
to May 20. 

To the Association Headquarters the Com- 
mittee must give a large share of the credit 
for the successful year. They have sent out 
most of the form letter material, as well as 
circulars and bulletin material, and have been 
fertile with suggestions of value. On the 
recommendation of the Membership Com- 
mittee, Headquarters has installed an ad- 
ditional office list of members arranged by 
geographical location. This will be of great 
assistance to future committees, as the names 
of members in each state will be available, 
preventing either vexatious double-canvassing, 
or missing some one. 

Special mention must be made also of 
Miss Hunt's contribution of 5S0 letters 
to the children's librarians of the coun- 
try; the volunteer aid of Czarina Hall 
of Omaha, in writing to all Nebraska li- 
brarians, and of Mr. Kerr in Kansas; as 
well as a similar letter to all Alabama li- 
brarians sent by Miss Chapman. A double 
effort to reach a large number of Ontario 
and Middle West librarians was made be- 
cause of the interest which the Detroit con- 
ference might be expected to stimulate. In 
covering this field special material was pre- 
pared for state bulletins, and the membership 
lists of state and provincial library associa- 
tions were checked for individual letters. 

In the course of the year's work various 
queries have arisen. 

From the Atlantic coast, from the south- 
ern States and from the Pacific Northwest 
has come the common plaint that the A. L. 
A. "lives and moves and has its being for 
other parts of the country but neglects mine. 
Sometimes we feel that all you care about us 
is our membership fee." 

Suggestion 1. It is not possible to plan 
for sectional meetings which will tie all dis- 
tricts together rather than cut them apart. 
The district meetings of state associations 
strengthen rather than disrupt the main or- 
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ganization. Cannot a southeastern meeting, 
a southwestern, a central Atlantic and a 
north Pacific be so engineered, attended and 
managed by Association officers biennially 
that a loyalty to the general Association may 
be strengthened, instead of strengthening the 
separatist spirit towards which the present 
independent sectional movement tends? The 
membership committee feels that this can 
and should be done. Against the increased 
expense of such a proposal must be consid- 
ered the loss in dues which follows the de- 
velopment of local dissatisfaction. 

Our second problem is that connected with 
the payment of membership dues. The chair- 
man of the Committee admits having strong- 
ly favored the present plan of a $2.00 fee for 
those dispensing with the Proceedings and 
Handbook, and $4.00 for those desiring them. 
More than one-half of old and new mem- 
bers are paying dues on the $2.00 plan. This 
plan (which, we believe, was first broached by 
a Pacific Coast librarian) would, it was 
thought, result in a larger membership from 
assistants than a higher uniform fee. Most 
assistants it was stated have access to the 
library copy of the Handbook and Proceed- 
ings when they were needed. However, the 
plan has not given the general satisfaction 
that was anticipated. The bitterest criticism 
has come from the $4.00 members who say 
that their junior assistants and the librarians 
of tiny libraries, to whom the $2.00 fee might 
be expected to appeal, do not join now be- 
cause "they get nothing at all in return for 
their fee beyond having their names printed 
in a handbook which they do not see." Even 
the institutional membership no longer brings 
to the small library the Booklist which for- 
merly made such membership appeal. 

Suggestion 2. The Committee therefore 
recommends A. that the Executive Board 
obtain a general expression of opinion from 
all members as to whether the present plan 
should continue or whether the rates should 
be raised to permit every member receiving 
the Handbook and the Proceedings. The 
Committee feels that the Handbook should go 
to all members, regardless of rate. B. that 
a special rate on the Booklist be made to 
libraries which are institutional members of 
the Association. One committeeman suggests 
that this class of members be allowed to 



choose between receiving the Proceedings or 
the Booklist. 

The membership lists of a number of State 
Library Associations were this year checked 
for circularization in the interests of A. L. 
A. membership. It will be interesting to 
learn the proportion of A. L. A. members 
already on the state lists. 

Suggestion 3. Cannot such checking be 
done for all state library organizations which 
are chapters of the A. L. A.? The Commit- 
tee here raises the question for discussion: 
"Would a joint fee for chapter and national 
membership be desirable?" 

Suggestion 4. It is recommended that 
the incoming Membership Committee be ap- 
pointed early enough in the summer so that 
they can get in touch with earlier state meet- 
ings which the present Committee was un- 
able to reach — Colorado, Pacific Northwest, 
New York, Pennsylvania, South Dakota, 
Utah and Wisconsin. There are a large num- 
ber of such meetings in September and early 
October. Especial attention is also called to 
the larger southeastern conference which will 
be held in Chattanooga about the middle of 
October, and to the projected south central 
Conference at Austin in October. A Canadi- 
an member should also be added to the Com- 
mittee. Respectfully submitted, 

Wm. J. Hamilton, Chairman. 
Approved 

Tommie Dora Barker, 

Zaidee Brown, 

Lila May Chapman, 

Isabella M. Cooper, 

Harold T. Daugherty, 

Alice R. Eaton, 

Mrs. Alice G. Evans, 

Clara W. Hunt, 

Mrs. Joseph A. Thompson, 
No response to tentative report. 

Donald K. Campbell, 

Howard L. Hughes, 

Julia Ideson, 

Sabra L. Nason. 
May IS, 1922. 

NATIONAL CERTIFICATION AND 
TRAINING 

Owing to the resignation of the chairman 
no report has been prepared since the Mid- 
Winter meetings. 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

The report of this committee has been pre- 
sented in the Bulletin and on the official 
ballot. 

PREPARATION OF A BIBLIOGRA- 
PHY OF HUMANISTIC 
LITERATURE 

The Committee is unable to report any 
progress during the year on the project for 
the publication of an international biblio- 
graphy of humanistic studies. The Commit- 
tee of the American Association of Univer- 
sity Professors appears to have made no 
progress either in the plans for the project 
or in finding the means for carrying it into 
effect. 

The Committee, therefore, recommends 
that it be discharged. 

The Committee begs to place on record its 
deep conviction of the usefulness and im- 
portance of such a bibliography as that pro- 
posed by Professor Teggart, of the Uni- 
versity of California, in his address before 
the Association at the Asbury Park confer- 
ence. The present chaotic state of numerous 
bibliographic enterprises seems to point to a 
need for some unifying and directing body. 
The Committee does not feel that the Amer- 
ican Library Association should necessarily 
be the agency for such direction and unifica- 
tion, but it does feel that the Association 
necessarily has a profound interest in any 
plans leading to the production of co-op- 
erative bibliographical work on a large scale. 
Further, it is the conviction of all the mem- 
bers of the Committee that the experience 
of librarians extending over a period of many 
years has prepared the Association to render 
effective aid in devising and carrying on any 
bibliographic scheme of wide extent and 
range. The Association should, therefore, 
stand ready to proffer its aid when it is re- 
quested, either through the Council or 
through a special committee appointed for 
that purpose. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Wm. W. Bishop, Chairman. 

E. H. Anderson, 

Andrew Keogh, 

H. H. B. Meyer, 



PUBLIC DOCUMENTS 

It was hoped that this session of Congress 
would see enacted the Printing Bill which 
would embody as far as possible provisions 
desired by librarians concerning their distribu- 
tion, format, etc., but the very important 
measures which have been under considera- 
tion in this Congress have crowded the 
Printing Bill to one side and it is not likely 
that it will be reported from the Committee. 

On the other hand, Public Law No. 171, 
67th Congress, approved March 20, 1922, car- 
ries a provision on page 17 of the greatest in- 
terest to depository libraries. This provision 
reads : 

"for supplying books to depository libra- 
ries, $75,000; equipment, material, and sup- 
plies for distribution of public documents, 
$35,000; . . . Provided, That no part of 
this sum shall be used to supply to deposi- 
tory libraries any documents, books, or 
other printed matter not requested by such 
libraries." 

and really enacts the principle of selection. 
In plain English it prohibits sending any 
documents that have not been requested. | 

The Superintendent of Documents will 
send to the librarians of depository libraries 
very shortly a circular bringing this mat- 
ter to their attention with lists from which 
selections are to be made. Probably these 
will be in the hands of depository librarians 
by the time this report is read. 

At the last meeting of the Documents 
Round Table at Swampscott a number of 
librarians who desired immediate delivery of 
documents gave their names to Miss Hart- 
well, one of the staff of the Superintendent 
of Documents. The Superintendent at once 
tried the experiment of making immediate 
shipments of documents to these libraries and 
after an interval directed a letter to them 
asking for an expression of opinion on im- 
mediate shipments. Every response received 
was favorable to its continuation, and the 
Superintendent of Documents then prepared 
to circularize all libraries concerning imme- 
diate deliveries. This plan however was 
interrupted by the hearings on, and the pass- 
age of the law mentioned above. Under this 
law immediate deliveries will be made, but li- 
brarians should note especially that selection 
is now mandatory, and no documents will 
be sent to any library unless they have been 
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requested, and once requested, if publication 
is continuous, they will continue to be sent, 
until the law is changed, or the librarian re- 
quests their discontinuance. It was the ex- 
press wish of Congress, through its Com- 
mittee, that watseful distribution be absolutely 
discontinued. Libraries failing to make a 
selection after due notice will not receive 
any documents. Those that make a blanket 
request for all will have to satisfy the Su- 
perintendent of Documents that they can 
take care of them properly, so far as shelving, 
cataloging, and circulation are concerned. 

At present we can only report progress on 
the pamphlet which we hope to prepare on 
the handling and circulation of documents in 
public libraries. It is hoped that something 
more definite can be said at the Detroit con- 
ference. 

H. H. B. Meyer, Chairman. 

PUBLICITY 

The Publicity Committee reports progress 
as follows : 

(1. An effort was made to obtain material 
for a new handbook, for general use in li- 
brary campaigns, on Why we need a public 
library. It is recommended that the A. L. A. 
headquarters office prepare and publish this 
handbook. 

2. A conference of state library commis- 
sion and state library association officers was 
held at Chicago during the mid-winter meet- 
ings, to consider methods of obtaining library 
publicity in the newspapers of the various 
states. The Chicago office of the Associated 
Press co-operated in this conference and sent 
to its state correspondents a circular urging 
co-operation with state library officials. 

3. The idea of a daily publicity breakfast 
at the Detroit Conference grew out of the 
discussion at the meeting mentioned above. 

4. A comprehensive outline with series of 
recommendations regarding A. L. A. confer- 
ence publicity was submitted to the head- 
quarters office and the president. 

5. The Committee held a special meeting 
at Chicago for the consideration of National 
Library Week, suggested by the success of 
Children's Book Week, National Thrift Week, 
and by the preparations made for the Mis- 
souri Book Week and the Indiana Library 
Week. The Committee recommends that Na- 



tional Library Week be celebrated in the 
spring of 1923; and the Committee will co- 
operate heartily with the Association and the 
headquarters office in preparing and execut- 
ing the plans. 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the 
committee, 



W. H. Kerr, Chairman. 



May 20, 1922. 



RECIPROCAL RELATIONS WITH 
OTHER NATIONAL OR- 
GANIZATIONS 

The work of this committee has been car- 
ried out as far as possible bearing in mind 
the point of view of the Committee on 
Committees. The larger part of the work of 
the committee such as appointing A. L. A. 
representatives for various national meetings 
and arranging exhibits, etc., has therefore 
been handled through the Secretary's office. 

Among other meetings at which the A. L. 
A. has been represented are the following: 
Emily Van Dorn Miller represented the 
A. L. A. at the meeting of the Country Life 
Association at New Orleans ; Edna I. 
Allyn, of Honolulu (appointed by the Execu- 
tive Board of the A. L. A.) represented the 
A. L. A. at the Educational Conference held 
in Hawaii; Margaret Dunlap represented 
the A. L. A. at the Southern Co-operative 
League meeting; Mr. Marron, the American 
Prison Association meeting; Claribel R. Bar- 
nett of Washington represented the A. L. 
A. at the conference in Washington for the 
discussion of the Towner-Sterling Education- 
al Bill ; the A. L. A. co-operated with the N. 
E. A. on American Education Week, De- 
cember 4-10; with the Booksellers, Publish- 
ers and Boy Scouts of America on Children's 
Book Week; with the President's Unemploy- 
ment Conference Committees by obtaining in- 
formation about library buildings in course 
of construction ; with National Thrift Week 
organization; Dr. Putnam, Mr. Wyer and 
others represented the A. L. A. at the burial 
of the unknown soldier at Washington on 
November 11th. 

Your committee recommends to the Coun- 
cil: 

(1) That the A. L A. co-operate to the 
fullest possible extent with the American 
Press Association, made up of representatives 
of weekly newspapers in the United States in 
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order to further the county library move- 
ment. 

(2) That the A. L. A. seek reciprocal rela- 
tions with the American Farm Bureau Federa- 
tion and secure the active aid and support of 
this strong organization in the interest of fur- 
thering the movement of the countv library. 

(3) That the A. L. A. establish close alli- 
ance with the Booksellers' Association and 
the National Association of Book Publishers 
and provide A. L. A. speakers for their pro- 
grams from time to time. 

(4) Believing that the importance of a 
public library as a function of municipal gov- 
ernment still needs to be impressed on mu- 
nicipal executives your committee suggests 
that a showing at conferences of mayors 
would be valuable. 

Respectfully submitted, 

C. W. Sumneb, Chairman. 
Paul M. Paine, 
William Teal. 

RECRUITING 

Your Committee on Recruiting for Li- 
brarianship, consisting of the twelve members 
whose names are given at the end of this 
report, was appointed in November 1920 by 
the Executive Board of the A. L. A. Our 
first report, submitted at the Swampscott 
meeting, may be found on pp. 92-96 of the 
American Library Association Annual Re- 
ports, 1920-21. 

The work of the committee this second 
year has been conducted on much the same 
lines as the work during the first year. Let- 
ters* have been sent to the librarians in 604 
colleges and universities asking their help 
again this year in persuading college men and 
women of suitable personality to consider 
librarianship as a desirable profession and 
suggesting that this help can be given: 

1. By attractively written articles in their 
student publications. 

2. Through talks by competent speakers at 
student assemblies. 

The speaker might well be the librarian 
of the college or an alumnus who is a 
librarian. 

3. By personal interviews with individual 
students. 

4. By the distribution of printed matter 
about library work. 



*Copies of the circular letters, pamphlets, 
placards and other recruiting material men- 
tioned in this report are available at A. L. A. 
Headquarters. 



Write to A. L. A. Headquarters for 
samples of such printed matter. 

5. By sending personal letters to selected 
students, as was done last year by Wil- 
liam E. Henry, librarian University of 
Washington, Seattle. A sample of this 
letter is enclosed. 

6. By securing the co-operation of your 
college vocational adviser, who should be 
supplied with printed matter concerning 
librarianship. 

Sample letters have also been supplied to 
these same librarians, to be sent by them to 
individual students, in which it is stated that 
the supply of trained librarians is limited 
and the demand for them is increasing and 
that library work offers: 

1. The chance for individual development. 

2. Congenial surroundings and social contact. 

3. A choice of work not limited geograph- 
ically. 

4. Opportunity for advancement for proved 
ability. 

5. A range of subject interest as wide as 
human knowledge. 

Posters printed by the A. L. A. have been 
supplied to college librarians and others to 
be used as an aid in recruiting; letters were 
sent to supervisors, or leaders of high school 
library work in 25 different states, requesting 
them to bring before the high school librari- 
ans of the state the desirability of encour- 
aging "a selected few among their students 
who seem especially adapted to library work 
to shape their course in high school and 
college so that they will be well prepared to 
undertake it." 

Circular letters have been sent to the di- 
rectors of approximately 100 private schools 
for girls, enclosing copies of "Books and a 
vocation" and stating briefly the requirements 
and attractions of the profession. From 
A. L. A. Headquarters suggested articles for 
use in college magazines were sent to a se- 
lected list of 21 women's colleges and to 
164 co-educational colleges. A considerable 
correspondence on recruiting has been con- 
ducted by the Committee and by A. L A. 
Headquarters. 

Recruiting material printed by the A. L. A., 
or supplied in the form of reprints from 
articles printed elsewhere, has been accumu- 
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lated at A. L. A. Headquarters in consider- 
able quantities. This is being distributed to 
advantage, is bringing results and will con- 
tinue to bring results. Some of the more 
important of these articles are the following: 
Training for librarianship, by Mary W. 

Plummer. 
Library work, an opportunity for college 

women, by June R. Donnelly. 
Library work for young men, by J. C. Dana. 
Library as a detective agency, by F. K. W. 

Drury. 
Books and a vocation, by a committee of 
the Association of American Library 
Schools. 
Recruiting for librarianship, by Mary E. 
Hazeltine, in the Wisconsin Library 
Bulletin for December 1921, reprinted in 
Standard Catalog Bi-monthly for March 
1922. 
Librarianship, by Charles H. Compton, in 

the Open Road, May 1922. 

Recruiting for librarianship, by J. A. Mc- 

Millen, in Library Messenger, Missouri 

Library Commission bulletin, April 1922. 

Article in Minnesota Library Notes and 

News, April 1922. 
The committee feels that a larger fund 
should be provided for the publication and 
distribution of recruiting material. Our most 
effective work is done through publicity, and 
appropriate printed matter in large quantities 
will be needed. In this connection the chair- 
man feels that a recruiting manual should 
be prepared and published for distribution to 
A. L. A. members, to members of all re- 
cruiting committees, to college librarians, 
high school librarians, and vocational ad- 
visers. Such a manual would give definite 
suggestions as to how to proceed in the 
actual work of recruiting and would list 
available material with its price and where 
it could be obtained. 

At the urgent request of the A. L. A. Re- 
cruiting Committee, local recruiting commit- 
tees have been appointed by various organi- 
zations. Twelve library schools have ap- 
pointed such committees from among their 
alumni. Ten state library associations have 
appointed recruiting committees and several 
more state associations have indicated that 



the appointment of such a committee will be 
considered. 

Members of these state committees have 
addressed college and high school students in 
Wisconsin, Michigan, Alabama, North Caro- 
lina and at Wellesley college. Similar work 
has doubtless been done in other states and 
in other colleges. 

Letters were sent to 25 supervisors of 
high school libraries requesting that they 
bring the subject of recruiting for librarian- 
ship to the attention of the high school li- 
brarians in their states. Replies from Cali- 
fornia, Kentucky, Indiana, Rhode Island, Con- 
necticut, New Jersey, Texas, New York, Illi- 
nois, Iowa and Oregon, indicate that such 
work has either been done or will be done. 

Your committee has promoted the idea 
that the subject of recruiting be included in 
programs for library meetings. This sug- 
gestion has been acted upon in many cases 
that have come to the attention of the Com- 
mittee. 

The Committee heartily appreciates the 
splendid help and support given it by the 
A. L. A. Headquarters. Miss Bogle and Mr. 
Milam have made many valuable suggestions 
and have taken care of the bulk of the work 
and correspondence. 

The committee would make four recom- 
mendations for the coming year: 

1. Provide and distribute printed material 
and posters in larger quantities. 

2. Prepare, publish and distribute a recruit- 
ing manual. 

3. Work out a plan for presenting the sub- 
ject to students in colleges, universities 
and high schools, with a selected list of 
speakers having definite assignments, for 
the more important institutions. 

4. Endeavor to interest college presidents in 
adding a course in library science to the 
college curriculum in sections where 
schools seem to be needed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. T. Jennings, Chairman. 
Irving R. Bundy, Ernest J. Reece, 
F. K. W. Drury, Rena Reese, 
Frances E. Earhart, Flora B. Roberts, 
Alice M. Jordan, Grace D. Rose, 
Florence Overton, Charles H. Stone, 
Annie A. Pollard, Althea Warren. 
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RESOURCES OF AMERICAN LI- 
BRARIES 

I beg to submit the following preliminary 
report of the Committee on Resources of 
American Libraries : 

The initial work of the Committee was in- 
augurated in consequence of a resolution 
passed at a meeting of the Conference of 
Eastern College Librarians in November, 1920. 
At that meeting a committee, consisting of 
the librarians of Harvard, Yale, Columbia, 
Cornell and Princeton, was appointed to in- 
itiate a movement looking toward a better dif- 
ferentiation in the field of purchase of the 
larger university libraries. 

The Committee met in New York in Jan- 
uary, 1921, and following the meeting letters 
were written to the following national scien- 
tific societies : 

The American Historical Association, 
The Modern Language Association, 
The American Philosophical Association, 
The American Psychological Association, 
The American Political Science Association, 
suggesting, first, that they should institute, 
each within its own field, a study of existing 
resources for investigation; second, that they 
should attempt to work out a program of col- 
lection which would result in the purchase 
of material in lines not now covered and 
in the elimination of unwise duplication. 

The replies received from these societies in- 
dicated great interest in the plan but an inabil- 
ity to finance the study of library resources. 
In every case, however, committees have been 
appointed, and it is hoped that during the 
coming year and before the next annual meet- 
ings of the societies a definite plan can be 
worked out. 

The work done by this preliminary com- 
mittee was discussed at the meeting of the 
Western College Librarians at Chicago in 
December, 1921, and it was the judgment of 
that conference that the committee should be 
placed on a national basis and should have 
behind it the prestige of the American Li- 
brary Association. As a consequence the 



Executive Board authorized the appointment 
of a committee consisting of the following: 
J. T. Gerould, Chairman. 
Willard Austen, 
W. W. Bishop, 
F. C. Hicks, 
Andrew Keogh, 
W. C. Lane, 
A. H. Shearer, 
P. L. Windsor. 
Negotiations will be undertaken immediate- 
ly with others of the major national societies, 
and within another year we shall hope to 
be able to make a more definite report. 

The above is submitted purely as a report 
of progress. 

Very truly yours, 
James Thayer Gerould, Chairman. 

REVISION OF ADAMS' MANUAL 
OF HISTORICAL LITERATURE 

The Committee on the Revision of Adams' 
Manual of Historical Literature has been in 
co-operation with the Committee of the Amer- 
ican History Association which is prepar- 
ing the work. It has ceased to be a Revision 
of Adams' and has become a new Manual. 
Publication arrangements have been made 
with the MacMillan Co. and editorial work 
has continued with interruptions. Of the 
thirty chapters, four are ready for the print- 
er, the others are in various stages of prog- 
ress. The hope of publishing in 1922 is, how- 
ever, not to be justified but the book may go 
to press before the end of the year. 

Augustus H. Shearer, Chairman. 

SALARIES 

The Salaries Committee was not appointed 
until January, 1922. Accordingly, this report 
will largely be of work begun and recom- 
mendations for future work, rather than of 
things actually accomplished. The Committee 
early agreed upon the following as an initial 
program : 

1. That certain salary statistics should be 
printed annually such as : 

a. Salary statistics of 30 large public li- 
braries. 

b. Salary statistics of 30 medium sized 
public libraries. 

c. Salary statistics of 30 selected college 
and university libraries. 
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2. That State Library Commissions be re- 

quested to publish salary statistics along 
with other statistics of libraries in their 
respective states, general distribution to 
be made to libraries within each state. 

3. That a comparison of salaries paid to 

teachers and librarians in 10 cities be 
made. That the cities be selected by 
the Committee and the librarian of each 
be asked to report on librarians' and 
teachers' salaries, showing in the case 
of both librarians and teachers the train- 
ing and experience required. 

It is planned later to collect salary statistics 
also of state, federal and endowed libraries. 

Questionnaires have already been sent out 
from A. L. A. Headquarters covering the pub- 
lic and college libraries as recommended in 
No. 1. The schedule of positions in the A. 
L. A. Revised Form for Library Statistics has 
been used but grades have been so defined 
that it should be possible for librarians to 
make more exact comparisons of salaries paid 
in different libraries. The results of these 
questionnaires will be printed in the A. L. A. 
Bulletin and perhaps in separate form so 
that they may be available for use with li- 
brary trustees and tax levying bodies for it is 
with them that library salaries largely have 
to do, not with the public in general. The 
Committee believes that the first thing for the 
A. L. A. to do is to print annually such facts 
regarding library salaries. Librarians then 
can use these facts as they see fit. 

The printing of salary statistics by library 
commissions should be of special value to 
small libraries. At the suggestion of the 
Salaries Committee, the Library Extension 
Division of the New York State Department 
of Education has sent out a circular letter to 
all libraries within the state in an effort to 
secure comprehensive salary statistics in New 
York. If this Division can compile the data 
received from this questionnaire it may well 
prove very helpful to other state library 
commissions in gathering similar data within 
their states. 

The Committee will endeavor to have a 
resolution submitted to the League of Library 
Commissions at its meeting in Detroit with 
the purpose of having the League endorse the 



collecting and printing of salary statistics by 
library commissions. 

The Committee would especially recommend 
that every state library association have a 
standing committee on salaries. The value of 
such committees is well illustrated by the ex- 
ceedingly good reports on library salaries pub- 
lished by the Committee on Salaries of the 
California Library Association and the Pa- 
cific Northwest Library Association. 

Adequate library appropriations as a whole 
invariably result in better salaries and the Com- 
mittee is glad to know of the attention which 
the Trustees Section plans to give to this 
topic at Detroit. In this respect the Com- 
mittee would point to the fact brought out 
in the report of the Committee on Salaries of 
the Pacific Northwest Library Association 
that county libraries generally pay higher sal- 
aries than other libraries and accordingly an 
important aid in the solution of the salary 
problem would be the further extension of 
the county library system. 

In order to ascertain the present status 
of the salary situation, the Committee wrote 
to a number of representative libraries in dif- 
ferent parts of the country. The purpose of 
this letter was to find out whether appropria- 
tions were being decreased and whether sal- 
aries had been decreased. No library had 
decreased salaries but a number had been un- 
able to make their usual increases. This is in 
spite of the fact that some of the same cities 
have reduced the salaries of other city em- 
ployees. Half of the libraries had received 
larger appropriation for 1922 than 1921 ; the 
other half had received less. A number of li- 
braries had used other funds and special book 
funds in order to make salary increases. One 
of the methods of economy was the employing 
of more untrained assistants. The Committee 
thinks that it is rather remarkable considering 
the widespread present tendency to reduce 
taxes, that libraries have not been more seri- 
ously affected. In a number of cities, in spite 
of this tendency, increased appropriations had 
been secured but there is no doubt that libra- 
ries generally will be affected more or less by 
this demand for lower taxation. Much was 
done during the war toward increasing li- 
brary salaries, and the salaries proposed for 
librarians in the bill in Congress for reclas- 
sification of civil service employees is encour- 
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aging. However, they are far from being at 
the level which they should be in most com- 
munities. It is the opinion of the Committee 
that comparatively little can ever be accom- 
plished toward the recruiting of high grade 
library school students or of making certifi- 
cation practical until library salaries are 
more generally and widely increased. 

The Committee recommends that A. L. A. 
Headquarters with the aid of the Salaries 
Committee should, as far as time will allow, 
be constantly making studies and printing 
them, of various phases of the library salary 
problem. For example, a study should be 
made of the practice of libraries regarding 
the giving of stated salary increases within 
grades ; on what basis they are made ; whether 
they are made annually on the recommenda- 
tion of the librarian with the approval of the 
Board or automatically; what methods are 
used to prevent employees receiving increases 
without merit. 

Other subjects for special studies might 
be Budgets of individual librarians selected at 
random ; Study of the effect on library sal- 
aries of employees living at home. The Com- 
mittee is certain that much can be learned 
from the fight for higher salaries which has 
been and is being made by teachers especially 
through the N. E. A. Every number of the 
Journal of the National Education Association 
includes data on teachers' salaries and the 
N. E. A. also is publishing compilations on 
teachers' salaries of which the January bulle- 
tin is an exceedingly good example. 

There is a difference of opinion on the 
part of the various members of the Commit- 
tee regarding the setting up of a standard 
by the A. L. A. for a minimum beginning 
salary for trained library assistants. Mr. 
Perry, formerly chairman of the A. L. A. 
Salaries Committee, and Mr. Jennings, chair- 
man of the Pacific-Northwest Library Asso- 
ciation Salaries Committee, are both of the 
opinion that this would be desirable, but there 
are, undoubtedly, others who would not agree 
with them. The Committee, however, would 
suggest that this would be an interesting ques- 
tion to be considered at a meeting of the 
A. L. A. Council. 

There is no more important question before 
American libraries than library salaries and 



the best efforts of the Association officially and 
of librarians individually should be put forth 
to raise the standard of salaries. Publicity 
that can be obtained on library salaries in 
general magazines and elsewhere should be of 
benefit to all libraries but the raising of sal- 
aries will depend almost entirely upon the 
efforts of the individual librarian and his 
board. Evenden's comprehensive report on 
teachers' salaries demonstrates through con- 
vincing statistics that there is little if any 
connection between the wealth or prosperity 
of a city and the scale of salaries paid to 
teachers. It says, "The above study would 
conclusively indicate that this question of in- 
creases to teachers' salaries is largely a mat- 
ter of local progress, and depends more upon 
the development of a favorable community 
attitude or upon the aggressive work of a su- 
perintendent or teachers' organization than 
upon any economic development of the com- 
munity. Such a study is evidence of the oft 
repeated statement that a community will find 
the means of supporting schools when con- 
vinced that it is a desirable thing to do." 

The Salaries Committee's primary object 
should be to supply ammunition to the libra- 
rian in his fight for the development of a 
favorable community attitude toward better li- 
brary salaries. The Committee, it would seem, 
can best do this by making available such 
facts bearing on salaries as have been indi- 
cated in this report. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Charles H. Compton, Chairman. 

Mary E. Downey, 

Franklin F. Hopper. 
May 6, 1922. 

SPONSORSHIP FOR KNOWLEDGE 

The members of the Committee on Sponsor- 
ship for Knowledge believe the time has ar- 
rived when the American Library Association 
should consider seriously the formal adoption 
of a system of "Sponsors for Knowledge." 
This belief is based chiefly on what seems the 
obvious need for making known sources of in- 
formation on many questions that are fre- 
quently asked but unsatisfactorily or provis- 
ionally answered — particularly in the library 
field. Business houses are more and more 
establishing their special libraries, in connec- 
tion with which they ask "What is the best 
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system of classification to adopt?" Therefore 
there is need of a sponsor, by appealing to 
whom this question will become more and 
more satisfactorily answered each time it is 
asked. There is much talk about "business 
English," and the American mind looks for 
authority on many questions that are not an- 
swered or not finally answered through the 
usual dictionaries or books on English, and 
would therefore appreciate a source of appeal. 
Hence the need of a sponsor for "business 
English," who will bring enthusiasm to the 
problem of giving satisfaction when the 
usual channels fail. The community center 
movement is active and meets with varying 
success in different places. Its literature is be- 
coming vast and there is need of an unbiased 
opinion on the many questions that according- 
ly arise in connection with this movement. 
Of course, there are many authorities on 
community centers in this country, but will 
not a single library or librarian accept re- 
sponsibility for "who's who and where-to- 
look" for information regarding community 
centers? Again, always a difficulty with li- 
braries and such business houses as have 
many yearly publications to send for is the 
method of follow-up, the reminder, or "tick- 
ler" that will prevent oversight and cor:;- 
quent failure to obtain some annual publica- 
tion that is much needed. There has been a 
committee of the Special Libraries Associa- 
tion of Boston looking into this subject, and 
its report will probably have been published 
by the time of the library conference at 
Detroit. Hence the chairman of the above 
committee would be a natural sponsor for the 
"method of follow-up." 

The Committee might mention dozens of 
subjects, but to do so would make this report 
too lengthy. Suffice to say that, with the 
courage of its convictions, the Committee of- 
fers the following local sponsorships, includ- 
ed in which are members of the Library Ex- 
tension Service Committee which meets at the 
Boston Public Library every Tuesday after- 
noon. 

Business English: Lee. 

Classification systems for business libraries : 
Hartzell. 

Community centers: Tripp. 

Convention specifications : Chamberlain. 

Educational extensions : Moyer. 



Factory libraries : Whitmore. 
Information bureaus : Gibbs. 
Reference desk methods : Chase. 
Stamps and coins : Wellman. 
Trusteeship of libraries : Belden. 
By way of bringing matters to a head the 
following resolution is offered: "That this 
report be considered final, the Committee dis- 
charged and the central office of the Ameri- 
can Library Association take measures neces- 
sary to officialize sponsorships to at least a 
hundred in number, during the year begin- 
ning July 1, 1922." 

The Committee would emphasize the need 
for publicity as a feature of prime importance, 
as it has proved easy to secure sponsors, but 
difficult to make the public know or librarians 
realize that the system exists. 

Charles F. D. Belden, 
George Winthrop Lee, 
George H. Tripp, 
Hiller C. Wellman, 
Frank H. Whitmore. 
May 1, 1922. 

STANDARDIZATION OF LIBRARIES 

No report. 

TRANSFER OF LIBRARY WAR 
SERVICE ACTIVITIES 

During the past year two branches of the 
former Library war service continued in ac- 
tive operation, and conditions arose that made 
it necessary for the A. L. A. to continue its 
interest in them, and in fact take an active 
part in their operation. These were the Li- 
brary service at Coblenz, and the Hospital Li- 
brary Service throughout the United States. 
Both of these activities had been transferred 
to the United States government, the Li- 
brary service at Coblenz on January 1st, 1921, 
and the Hospital Library Service, July 1st, 
1921. The transfer of the Library service at 
Coblenz occurred at a time when the War 
service funds were at a low ebb, and it seemed 
advisable to concentrate expenditures on the 
Hospital Library Service where the need was 
greater, and no government funds were avail- 
able. 

Immediately after the transfer of the Cob- 
lenz library it appeared that owing to many 
unusual demands there were no government 
funds available to. carry on the library serv- 
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ice, with the result that it was transferred to 
the Y. M. C. A. and that organization has 
carried it on up to the present time. But 
the Y. M. C. A. funds also proved inadequate, 
as was disclosed by the visit of Wm. W. 
Bishop, in October, 1921, which resulted in 
the expenditure of $1000 of the Library War 
fund, which had been augmented since the be- 
ginning of the year. This money was ex- 
pended in New York under the direct super- 
vision of Mr. Hopper, of the New York 
Public Library staff, who looked after all 
details and sent the books in the most ex- 
peditious way possible, so that they reached 
Miss Steere at Coblenz in time to save the 
situation. 

A letter from the Acting Adjutant General, 
dated Washington, Apr. 27, 1922, referring 
to the work of the Y. M. C. A. states that "li- 
brary books amounting to $500.00 were pur- 
chased during the latter months of 1921 by 
that organization and additional provision 
was made for the purchase of books amount- 
ing to $100.00 per month during the year 
1922, such books to be placed in the library 
but to remain the property of the Young 
Men's Christian Association. 

"In view of the generous contribution 
made by the American Library Association 
during November, 1921, and the provisions 
made by the Young Men's Christian Associa- 
tion, it would appear that a reasonable quan- 
tity of new books has been supplied to the 
American Forces in Germany during the 
recent months." 

At present the Committee has under advise- 
ment the re-transfer of the books sent by 
the A. L. A. to Coblenz. Their distribution 
will probably be in part to the American Li- 
brary in Paris, and in part to the Y. M. C. A. 
in Europe for their international welfare 
work. 

The Hospital Library Service has present- 
ed a far more difficult problem. On the 
first of July, 1921, the formal transfer of 
the whole service to the United States gov- 
ernment was completed, and both personnel 
and books were taken over. Funds were as- 
sured by the appropriation of $100,000 for 
the purchase of books, etc., in the Act mak- 
ing appropriations for the War Risk Insur- 
ance. This peculiar arrangement made it some- 
what difficult for the Public Health Service, 



under whose jurisdiction most of the hospitals 
for the ex-service men were being carried 
on, to conduct the library service. 

The first difficulty arose in connection with 
the position of the director of the service. 
It seemed to the government officials adminis- 
tering the fund of $100,000 that this salary 
could be saved by turning the work over to 
some one already in the government service, 
and this was done about the end of Septem- 
ber. On the other hand to the Committee 
and to the Public Health Service authorities, 
it appeared best to have some expert librarian 
continue to act in connection with the service, 
and Miss Webster was retained in an advisory 
capacity, her salary being paid by the A. L. A. 
out of Library War Service funds. There 
can be no question that this arrangement 
worked for the great advantage of all con- 
cerned. 

On May 1st, 1922, a final transfer of the 
service to the newly created Veterans' Bu- 
reau was made in pursuance of an executive 
order of the President. This order placed the 
management and control of all the hospitals 
previously operated by the Public Health 
Service for veterans of the World War in 
the United States Veterans' Bureau and of 
course included the Hospital Library Service. 
What the status of the Director of the 
service will be under the new arrangement, it 
will be impossible to say, but the matter is 
under consideration. 

At this point it may not be amiss to quote 
from a letter sent by the Surgeon General, 
H. S. Cumming, under date of May 5th, 
1922, to Mr. Root concerning "the library 
service as now operated under the supervision 
of Miss Caroline Webster of the American 
Library Association." 

"This separation of the Public Health 
Service from a large share of this work gives 
appropriate occasion for me to express, to 
you, as the head of the American Library 
Association, the very keen appreciation of 
the Public Health Service for the most ex- 
cellent co-operation of your organization in 
carrying on satisfactory work in the hos- 
pitals of this Service. 

"I wish to assure you that this work 
throughout, both before and after its transfer 
to the Public Health Service, has not only 
been satisfactorily done, but has shown itself 
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to be a factor of essential importance in the 
operation of our hospitals. We have all been 
so much impressed with the value of this 
service as to consider it an essential part of 
the successful operation of our hospitals. 

"I also take this occasion to express my 
gratitude that the American Library Asso- 
ciation should have found it feasible to 
lend us the services of Caroline Webster, 
under whom this work has been developed, 
organized and managed. Miss Webster has 
shown a fine spirit of co-operation and with- 
out her services this organization would never 
have functioned with such satisfaction." 

A second difficulty in connection with the 
transfer of the Hospital Library Service 
arose from the slowness with which govern- 
ment funds became available and govern- 
ment purchases are made, and toward the 
end of 1921, it became necessary for the A. 
L. A. to purchase books and place subscrip- 
tions for magazines to be used in the library 
hospitals. 

While the original instructions to the Com- 
mittee were to wind up the Library War 
Service in all its branches as rapidly as pos- 
sible it has not been found advisable to do 
so in the case of the Hospital Library Serv- 
ice. There can be no question that if the A. 
L. A. had withdrawn absolutely, the men in 
the hospitals would have suffered greatly for 
lack of proper library service. It is the plain 
duty of the A. L. A. to use what funds of the 
War service remain, to supplement the work 
of the government, as far as its limited 
funds permit to secure the best possible li- 
brary service to the men in the hospitals. 
H. H. B. Meyer, Chairman. 

UNION LIST OF PERIODICALS 

The Committee on a Union List of Periodi- 
cals reports progress but has no definite re- 
sults to offer at present. Several conferences 
have been held between the Chairman and 
the President of the H. W. Wilson Com- 
pany. A tentative scheme has been worked 
out and at a later date it is hoped that this 
scheme will be brought forward for dis- 
cussion at the Detroit meeting. In the mean- 
time a preliminary examination will be af- 



forded at the meeting of the American Li- 
brary Institute in Atlantic City on the af- 
ternoon of Friday, April 28. 

Very respectfully, 

H. M. Lydenberg, Chairman. 

J. T. Gerould, 

Willard Austen, 

C. W. Andrews, 

A. E. Bostwick. 

VENTILATION AND LIGHTING OF 
LIBRARY BUILDINGS 

Your Committee on Ventilation and Light- 
ing of Library Buildings had expected to sub- 
mit its final report at the meeting of the 
Council in Chicago last December. However, 
the work of the Committee on Library Rev- 
enues, of which the undersigned is also 
chairman, was deemed of such importance 
that all available time was given to that 
subject; in other words, the report was not 
drafted for that meeting. 

The scientific data which has been gathered 
by the Committee makes this report a volum- 
inous one, and a draft of this will be sub- 
mitted to the other members of the com- 
mittee at Detroit preliminary to handing in 
the final report. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Samuel H. Ranck, Chairman. 

WORK WITH THE BLIND 

From a total of about $12,200 given for 
books for the blind, there have been embossed 
83 titles, comprising 108 volumes of Revised 
Braille, and one title in five volumes of Moon 
Type. Fifty-five percent of these books are 
fiction. 

Selected papers on philosophy by William 
James, Caleb West, master diver by F. Hop- 
kinson Smith, and Heyday of the blood by 
Dorothy Canfield Fisher have just been 
brailled. 

Florence Nightingale and The end of Gen- 
eral Gordon from Eminent Victorians by Lyt- 
ton Strachey, and The age of innocence by 
Edith Wharton are in press. After this work 
has been paid for, the balance on hand will 
be sufficient to braille another book. 

Although for a year and a half no funds 
have been solicited, gifts totaling more than 
$2000 have been received, and two organiza- 
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tions indicate their intention to make further 
gifts. 

Mention of the following authors and or- 
ganizations contributing to this work show 
wide-spread interest and co-operation: — 
Henry Van Dyke, Ida M. Tarbell, Edith 
Wharton, Thomas Nelson Page, Mrs. Jack 
London, Mary Roberts Rinehart, Mary Ray- 
mond Shipman Andrews, Irvin S. Cobb, Ed- 
ward E. Peple, Montague Glass, Jack Lait, 
Frank Crane, Holworthy Hall, Anne Sedg- 
wick, Herbert Adams Gibbons, Ida M. Leupp, 
Grace S. Richmond, Albert Payson Terhune, 
Eleanor Porter, Helen Mackay, Stewart Ed- 
ward White, Will Payne, Booth Tarkington, 
The National W. C. T. U., Red Cross Insti- 
tute for the Blind, Drexel Library School, 
Daughters of Ohio in New York, Braille So- 
ciety of Pittsburgh, etc., etc. 

One donor desired a book put into Moon 
Type, which is not embossed in this coun- 
try. The work was done in England by the 
National Institute for the Blind which agreed 
to provide copies of the work to American 
purchasers at 3s 6d per volume. Contrary to 
expectation a number of libraries were re- 
quired to pay the general increased price of 
16s per volume charged all American purchas- 
ers of N. I. B. publications. 

This Committee, meeting at the Library of 
Congress on February 18, passed the follow- 
ing resolutions, "Our Committee expresses 
its thanks to Cornelia Rhoades who, rela- 
tive to the raising of a fund to be used by 
the English as a memorial to the late Sir Ar- 
thur Pearson, set forth in an able letter which 
appeared in the New York Times, The Trib- 
une and The Sun, the great need for embossed 
books here in America. The Committee heart- 
ily endorses the appeal made by Miss Rhoades 
that in view of the high prices which the 
American purchaser must pay for the em- 
bossed English publications, some of those 
in this country who intend contributing toward 
the fund may be willing to help the Ameri- 
can blind as well." 

The Committee also addressed the Ameri- 
can Foundation for the Blind, expressing a 
hope that that organization would issue a 
statement of the need for funds for emboss- 
ing in America. 

It was the sense of Committee members 



that we should urge the Chicago and Cleve- 
land Public Libraries to serve grade one and 
a half braille books to readers throughout the 
Middle West. 

In response to a request from the Georgia 
Library Commission for aid in establishing a 
circulating library in Georgia, loans were of- 
fered by the Cincinnati Library Society for 
the Blind and the Library for the Blind, New 
York Public Library. A loan from the form- 
er source has been effected, and the Georgia 
Library Commission is prepared to circulate 
this small group of books which will be 
changed from time to time. The Commission 
hopes also to act as a clearing house of in- 
formation on library facilities (outsidf the 
state) available for the blind of Georgia; to 
compile a mailing list of the blind of the 
state with a notation of the types read by 
each; and to send out circular letters of in- 
formation from time to time to all persons 
listed. 

Our definite interest follows the proposed 
publication by the A. L. A. of a list of 
books in 12 point or larger type. The real 
need for such a list is indicated by inquiries 
from readers needing to be relieved of eye 
strain, persons with defective vision whose 
eyes are likely to improve under favorable 
conditions, and old people no longer able to 
read ordinary print. 

The American Foundation for the Blind, 
incorporated and organized in the past year, 
is the possible realization of many ideals and 
efforts to unify the work for the blind. It is 
hoped and believed it will do great things for 
the blind of America, and that its reflex in- 
fluence will be helpful to the blind of other 
countries. The objects of the Foundation are 
briefly these: (1) To co-operate with exist- 
ing agencies or such agencies as may hereaf- 
ter be established in promoting all and every 
interest of the blind in America and to initiate 
movements for such purpose; (2) To en- 
deavor to secure local, state and federal legis- 
lation for the welfare of the blind and the 
partially blind; (3) To establish and maintain, 
with the necessary personnel and equipment, 
such bureaus and departments as may be re- 
quired for its work, such as (a) Bureau of 
information and publicity to assemble, sys- 
tematize and disseminate all available data in 
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any way relating to work for the blind, (b) 
Bureau of research to ascertain, develop and 
standardize, by comparison, experimentation, 
and otherwise, the best methods of instruc- 
tion, kinds of apparatus and appliances, or- 
ganizations, procedures, etc, for the various 
lines of work for the blind and the partially 
blind, (c) Bureau of education to improve 
every facility for preparing the blind and the 
partially blind for the greatest possible par- 
ticipation in the activities and enjoyments of 
life. 

The Charter and By Laws of the Ameri- 
can Foundation for the Blind provides for 
Trustees representing various phases of work 
for the blind and of other interests. 

To represent librarians and others specially 
interested in libraries for the blind and de- 
partments for the blind in libraries for the 
seeing, Dr. Arthur E. Bostwick, librarian, 
St. Louis Public Library, was elected Trustee. 

Again this year an extension half -course on 
The Education of the Blind was given by 
the Graduate School of Education of Harvard 
University. 

Thirty lectures were given by eight speak- 
ers on the following subjects: The education 
of the blind historically to date; The gen- 
eral situation of public work for the blind 
in Massachusetts, i. e., provision for the 
adult, prevention, relief; Placement; What 
a teacher of sight-saving classes should 
know of the eye and its diseases; The atti- 
tude of the seeing toward the blind; How 
to get up public demonstrations ; Home 
teaching; The story of the Royal Normal 
College for the Blind, London; The psychol- 
ogy of blindness and the blind. 

Eleven students were registered, of whom 
five were blind. 

Last year's summer course for teachers of 
the blind, given at Peabody College, Nashville, 
Tennessee, will be extended and repeated this 
summer. 

A course of instruction for home teachers 
of the blind was given at Columbia University 
the summer of 1921. 

The National American Red Cross is organ- 
izing and training groups of volunteer braille 
transcribers in Chapters throughout the 
country. A pamphlet giving self taught braille 



lessons has been published, and is distributed 
with other necessary information about the 
work. Braille books are copied primarily for 
the American war-blind, but they will ulti- 
mately go to the blind of the country. 

The Red Cross nurse is a well-known fig- 
ure the world over. The woman who sits 
at her braille writer or slate copying books 
for the blinded soldier to read is a new picture 
in Red Cross work, yet she has had a vital 
part in the rehabilitation of the war-blind. 
What the volunteer is now doing for the 
war-blind will be done also for the civilian 
blind. Many readers long for more popular 
and up-to-date books. Unless a vast endow- 
ment is forthcoming, their wants will never 
be met save by the volunteer copyist, as 
braille printing is not a commercial propo- 
sition. 

In England where braille printing is en- 
dowed by the Carnegie Trust Fund, hand- 
copying has long been in vogue. A hand- 
copied book will last for years if well done on 
suitable paper and properly shellacked. 

In the past three months 9506 pages of 
braille manuscript have been received, proof- 
read and bound into 109 volumes. Among the 
longer books are, Thomas Alva Edison by F. 
A. Jones, Seventeen by Booth Tarkington, Age 
of innocence by Edith Wharton, and Mary- 
'Gusta by Joseph Lincoln. 

"Up to April 1, 1922, 510 ex-service men 
have been referred to the United States Veter- 
ans' Bureau on account of blindness or seri- 
ously defective vision. Of this number 390 
have been given training to overcome their 
handicap, 260 of them having been at Ever- 
green School for the Blind; 277 are in train- 
ing at the present time, 85 at Evergreen, 130 
in other institutions, and 62 in training on 
the job, or in project training on their own 
farm or in their own business. 

"The Red Cross Institute for the Blind, 
popularly known as 'Evergreen,' located at 
Baltimore, Maryland, was an outgrowth of 
U. S. General Hospital No. 7, which was 
established to care for the United States 
blinded soldiers and sailors upon their return 
from France. In May, 1919, the hospital was 
taken over by the American Red Cross as a 
school for the training of blind ex-service 
men under contract first with the Federal 
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Board for Vocational Education and later 
with the U. S. Veterans' Bureau. On Jan- 
uary 1, 1922, the school was taken over by 
the U. S. Veterans' Bureau, the name being 
changed to Evergreen School for the Blind. 

"There exists in the United States no other 
institution for the training of the adult blind, 
other than a few workshops and industrial 
homes, which with one or two exceptions, are 
not equipped for the training of our ex-service 
men. Evergreen School for the Blind is to 
give the pre-vocational or fundamental train- 
ing necessary for the blind to all ex-service 
men blind or with seriously defective vision 
who are eligible for training under the law, 
and certain special courses of vocational train- 
ing particularly adapted for the blind. 

"The pre-vocational training consists of 
courses in the reading and writing of braille, 
touch typewriting, various kinds of hand 
training such as basketry, wood working, 
hammock making, etc., to teach the newly 
blinded adult to use his hands in place of his 
eyes. Music instruction is also given. 

"The vocational training consists of courses 
in massage, store keeping, dictaphone operat- 
ing, poultry husbandry, commercial basketry, 
cigar making, music and vulcanizing. 

"To see a totally blind man go into the lay- 
ing pen, take a hen out of the trap-nest, feel 
the braille number on her leg-band and record 
on the braille slate he carries that number and 
his report, is a convincing demonstration of 
the value of applied braille." 

The optophone, an instrument to enable 
blind persons to read ink print has been tried 
out in England. Careful tests made by a read- 
er who had studied the instrument for eight 
months show a reading speed of from two to 
three words per minute. The instrument is 
delicate, complicated, and expensive. It is 
doubtful whether it could be kept in repair by 
the average reader. Those conducting the tests 
are unanimous in opinion that adult blind per- 
sons could not obtain a greater speed than 
thirty or thirty-five words per minute, the 
speed which is reached by expert telegraphers 
in reading the Morse code, and that even such 
a rate of reading would not become possible 
unless a long period were devoted to the sub- 
ject without interruption. The Federated En- 
gineers Development Corporation of Jersey 



City is handling the machine in this country. 

It sells for $600. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Gertrude T. Rider, Chairman. 
Annie Carson, 
Mrs. Emma N. Delfino, 
Mabel R. Giixis, 
Lucille A. Goldthwaite, 
N. D. C. Hodges, 
Laura M. Sawyer, 
Bernard C. Steiner, 
S. C. Swift. 

Appendix 
Alabama 

Birmingham Public Library — Birmingham 
has now 100 books in revised braille. The 
first aim of the Birmingham Association for 
the Blind is to provide a splendid library of 
such books, as this will supply a definite need 
and provide recreation for many people in 
many communities. 

Another definite aim of the Association is to 
provide instruction for blind people in the 
Birmingham District. 

— Excerpt from the Bulletin of The Ala- 
bama Library Assn. 

California 

Sacramento State Library Statistical Report 
of Books for Blind Department. 
1921 

Total number of books 13,736 

A. B 2,960 

E. B 1,973 

Line 192 

Moon 3,281 

N. Y 2,299 

Rev. B 942 

Standard Dot 16 

Ink 297 

Music — 

A. B 1,169 

E. B 146 

Line 21 

Moon 3 

N. Y 184 

Rev. B 94 

Appliances 81 

Games 45 

Maps 33 

Borrowers 1,664 

Circulation 31,973 
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Home Teaching 

Total number of lessons 2,032 

Home 1,304 

Library 635 

Visits and calls 699 

Addresses 8 

Hours of correspondence and prepara- 
tion of lessons 711 

The first sight-saving class in the West was 
started in San Francisco on the third of 
this month, largely through the efforts of 
Miss Foley, one of our Home Teachers. 

In Oakland there is a group of women 
calling themselves the Women Volunteers of 
Oakland, California, who have put into re- 
vised braille a large number of stories, ar- 
ticles, etc. Their work is very well done. We 
with the help of one of our blind borrowers, 
proof read the sheets, then shellac and bind 
them. These books have proved a most val- 
uable addition to our library. In addition to 
giving us these books, every week they put 
into braille several sheets of news, sending 
it to a number of our deaf-blind borrowers. 
The last one to receive these sheets of news 
each week is a deaf -blind man who has lost 
his sense of touch and reads with his upper 
lip. 

Milton J. Ferguson, State Librarian, 

District of Columbia 

Library of Congress, Library for the Blind, 
Washington — The circulation of books March, 
1921, to March, 1922, was 24,789; 1402 bor- 
rowers were served; 94 are residents of the 
District of Columbia. 
Books — 
Revised braille, grade one and a half. 924 

English braille 2424 

French, Spanish, Serbian and Rouman- 
ian braille 198 

Moon type 1354 

New York point 2060 

American braille 569 

Line type 442 

Miscellaneous types 65 

Magazines 54 

Music 286 

Pamphlets, maps, etc 560 

Total collection 8936 



921 volumes of revised braille, grade one 
and a half circulated 5740 times. 

For three years we have fostered the pro- 
duction of hand-copied books, primarily for 
blinded ex-service men. Several hundred vol- 
unteer workers have been instructed in braille 
transcribing. Five blind proof readers work 
under our direction. 

Six months ago the National American Red 
Cross became deeply interested in this work 
and has sponsored the spread of it. 

Gertrude T. Rider, In Charge. 

Maryland 

Evergreen School for the Blind, Baltimore. 
— The Braille library at Evergreen School for 
the Blind, although small, contains more books 
in revised braille, grade one and a half, 
than any other library in the country. Its 
chief interest, however, lies in the fact that 
out of the 1395 volumes in the library, 822 
are hand-copied books, transcribed by volun- 
teer workers throughout the country, under 
the direction of Mrs. Gertrude T. Rider, of 
the Library of Congress. One can see from 
these figures the great value of the volunteer 
work since the press made volumes amount 
only to 573 in number and include many dupli- 
cates. 

The monthly circulation varies from 104 
to 178 volumes. One important feature of 
the library is the reading room, where the 
men go during their spare time to read and 
smoke in quiet. 

To those who have been engaged in this 
work from the beginning and remember the 
hard struggle these newly-blinded men had 
in acquiring braille, and how much they dis- 
liked it, it is a source of much gratification 
to see what happiness and comfort it is now 
bringing to many of them. Many instances 
could be cited showing the present popularity 
of the once much despised subject; if a book 
is read and liked by one reader, the news 
soon spreads, and in a short time we have 
a waiting list for the book. When at the 
hospital, the men send to us for braille books 
as soon as they are able to read. One man 
who had been having a book read aloud to 
him, was delighted to find that he could 
finish the story himself in braille. This 
serves to give a slight idea of the important 
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place which braille is now filling in the lives 
of our students. 

Joseph E. Vance, Director. 

Elisabeth Davison, Librarian. 

Massachusetts 

Library of the Perkins Institution, Water- 
town. — The circulation of our embossed 
books among the blind is constantly increas- 
ing. There is more and more demand by our 
readers for the books embossed in the braille 
system, grade one and a half. We have now 
255 different books in this type, making 480 
volumes. The books in Line type and New 
York point are gradually being diminished 
through discarding worn out copies. The 
American braille we replenish for use in our 
class rooms and for many of our readers. 
We accessioned 995 volumes last year in the 
different types. 

Our total circulation was increased by 
1,996. We registered 958 active readers in the 
school and outside. We sent through the post 
office to different parts of the United States 
and to Canada 8,922 volumes. This with the 
5,981 volumes circulated in the school made 
a total circulation of 14,903. We are supply- 
ing reading matter to the blind of New Eng- 
land, but also send books anywhere if read- 
ers are not able to obtain them nearer home. 

We have standing orders for copies of each 
new publication in grade one and a half at 
the Howe Publishing House : the Clover- 
nook Printing House and for Moon books 
at the Moon Society, London, England. We 
also order two or more copies of all the 
books printed in grade one and a half by 
the American Printing House for the Blind. 
The American Brotherhood of Free Reading 
for the Blind presents us with two copies each 
of its publications. We hope to have at least 
one copy of everything printed in grade one 
and a half. 

Our special reference library on blindness 
and the blind for the use of all students of 
the subject has been increased by books in 
English, French and German. We have also 
purchased from Dr. Mell of Vienna many 
German war posters connected with the 
blinded soldiers. This collection of blindiana 
was much used from October to February by 
the students in the Graduate School of Edu- 
cation at Harvard University who were tak- 



ing the course on the education of the blind 
conducted by Mr. Allen. The lectures were 
given at Harvard and the Saturday morning 
talks and demonstrations were given in the 
Library at Perkins Institution. The students 
in this course were most enthusiastic and all 
who took the final examination passed with 
credit. 

As last year, two of our teachers will go 
again to the George Peabody Normal College, 
Tennessee, in June to teach classes for teach- 
ers of the blind. An additional teacher in 
manual training goes with them this year. 
One part of this course includes libraries for 
the blind, giving all information as to where 
libraries are and how they may be used. In 
this way many learn how the blind in out-of- 
the-way places may obtain reading matter. 
We are now referring readers to our newer 
centers in Alabama, St. Louis and Texas. 
Laura M. Sawyer, Librarian. 

New York 

State Library for the Blind, Albany— The 

collection of the New York State Library for 

the Blind on April 1, 1922, consisted of 

11,336 volumes printed in six different types. 

Literature Music Total 

American braille 1,579 82 1,661 

English braille, 

Grades 1, V/ 2 , 2, 3. .3,065 274 3,339 

Line 531 .... 531 

Moon 1,435 7 1,442 

New York point 2,700 1,660 4,360 

Standard dot 3 .... 3 



11,336 
The circulation of books, music and maga- 
zines from April 1, 1921, to March 31, 1922, 
was 17,085. 

Because of the very high cost of the print- 
ing and of the binding of embossed type books 
and because of a decided reduction in the 
appropriation for buying and printing books 
for this Library, but one publication, and 
that the generous gift of Nina Rhoades, 
was printed this year. It was Mrs. Mary 
Raymond Shipman Andrews' story, His soul 
goes marching on, written for President 
Roosevelt's birthday. The Roman Catholic 
women of Albany and Troy have been much 
interested in copying books in Grade V/2 
and have given several titles to the Library 
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which were printed by the Xavier Free Pub- 
lication Society for the Blind of New York 
City. 

Mary C. Chamberlain, Librarian. 

New York City 

New York Public Library, Library for the 
Blind— The circulation for the year 1921 was 
36,817. The number of readers using the 
Library for the Blind during the year to- 
talled 1129. In a survey of the location of 
borrowers of the library it was found that 20 
percent of the blind citizens of the city use 
the library in spite of the fact that oppor- 
tunities for spreading any book news to these 
readers is very limited. 

Number of Volumes According to Type 

American braille 2,062 

Revised braille, grade PA 1,081 

Revised braille, grade 2 3,777 

Moon type 4,239 

New York point 2,396 

Line letter 323 

Miscellany (Standard dot, etc.) 54 

Music scores 5,970 



19,902 
Lucille Goldthwaite, Librarian. 

Ohio 

Cincinnati Library Society for the Blind — 

number of volumes 4,182 

Number of magazines 8 

Number of borrowers, active 414, in- 
active 800 1,214 

Circulation 1921 4,807 

Attendance at three weekly readings . . . 2,800 
Attendance at monthly entertainments . . 2,000 
Attendance at Friday morning class. . . 3,500 
Passes from Cincinnati Traction Com- 
pany 19,200 

Tickets to concerts 545 

The past two years of the Cincinnati Li- 
brary Society for the Blind have been busy 
and interesting ones. The four weekly meet- 
ings of the blind held at the Public Library 
are eagerly looked forward to, not only by 
the blind, but by the volunteer workers who 
conduct them. At three of these meetings 
the new books and current events are read. 
The fourth meeting is held for the purpose of 
teaching the embossed type, pencil writing, 
sewing, knitting, etc. 



New books are added in revised braille 
and New York point as rapidly as they are 
published. Mr. Charles Boldt very kindly 
gave five hundred corrugated boxes to be used 
in sending these books through the mail to 
blind readers in many states. The catalogs 
printed in New York point and revised 
braille have proved to be the greatest help 
to borrowers, as some are deaf as well as 
blind, and some live alone, it would be very 
hard to have an ink print catalog read to 
them. 

Georgia D. Trader, Secretary. 

Pennsylvania 

Philadelphia Free Library, Department for 
the Blind — During 1921 the names of 96 new 
borrowers were added; of these 34 reside in 
Philadelphia, 30 in Pennsylvania and 32 in 
other states. The 880 active borrowers dur- 
ing the year were divided as follows : 345 in 
Philadelphia, 300 in Pennsylvania, 235 in other 
states. 

The distribution of embossed books accord- 
ing to types and place was as follows : 

ffl « » rt 

Type ~ „• 5« % 

a, o. Oto h 

American braille 1,916 1,482 304 3,702 

European braille 136 28 41 205 

Revised braille, grade 1J. 958 267 52 1,277 

Line letter 7 36 12 55 

Moon 12,777 6,452 5,607 24,836 

NewYorkpoint 311 211 89 611 

Total 16,105 8,476 6,105 30,686 

On December 31, 1921, there were in ac- 
tual use 7,232 accessioned volumes, divided as 
follows : 

American braille 1,393 

European braille 183 

Revised braille, grade 1}4 243 

Line letter 271 

Moon 4,557 

New York point 585 



7,232 

Twenty new titles were added during the 
year, making the total number 1,354. 

Emma R. N. Delfino, Chief, 
Department for the Blind. 

Pittsburgh 

Carnegie Library — We have for the use of 
the blind in western Pennsylvania, a collec- 
tion of 1295 books in American braille, 137 
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in English braille, 190 in line, 1451 in Moon, 
755 in New York point and 259 in revised 
braille, making a total of 4087 embossed 
books. Of these 1144, chiefly Moon Type, are 
the property of the Pa. Home Teaching 
Society, of Philadelphia ; 7302 books were cir- 
culated and 40 new readers were added dur- 
ing 1921. A standing order has been placed 
with the American Printing House, to cover 
all books except text-books, which are em- 
bossed in revised braille. This will insure 
prompt delivery of all the new books. Cat- 
alogues of our books for the blind, in ink 
print, are to be ready for distribution very 
soon. The Pa. Home Teaching Society 
employs a teacher who works within a radius 
of 25 miles of Pittsburgh and through her 
we are able to keep in personal touch with a 
great many of our readers. 

Marion P. Whitaker, 
Librarian for the Blind. 

Canada 

National Institute for the Blind, Library 
Department, Toronto — 

Books Titles in Volumes 

English braille 984 3,247 

New York point 689 3,048 

Moon type 192 803 

French braille 99 301 

Esperanto 27 29 

American braille 16 31 

Italian braille 10 19 

German braille 5 5 

2,022 7,483 

Bound Music Titles in Volumes 

English braille 37 64 

New York point 69 175 

106 239 

Sheet Music 

English braille 391 

New York point 1,150 

1,541 
Total books and music 9,263 

Though our braille sections were not 
opened till the Library had been in existence 
for several years, our English braille titles 
are approximately 300 greater than those in 
New York point. English braille volumes 



are only 200 odd in excess of New York point. 
The reason is that for convenience in mailing, 
as well as lasting quality, we had the majority 
of our New York point books bound in small 
volumes or pamphlets. We found that the bul- 
ky volumes usually supplied in the case of New 
York point soon became racked and broken- 
backed in traveling all over the country. The 
smaller volumes, however, seem to last almost 
indefinitely. 

New York point, even though it had not 
been formally voted out of existence would 
have been doomed in this country to gradual 
extinction, because braille books (I here have 
particular reference to British publications) 
contain more reading matter per volume, cov- 
er a greater range of subjects and offer a 
much greater choice of that class of some- 
what light fiction demanded by the majority 
of blind readers, just as is the case with 
sighted library patrons. Classics are all right 
and should be provided in proper doses, but 
the average readers ask for excitement, action, 
emotion, love, hate, and all the gamut of the 
vaudeville and melodramatic class of litera- 
ture. 

Until a year ago the British presses were 
running full time on light fiction and this 
library at least could not keep pace with 
the demand of its patrons for work of 
the kind referred to. For the past twelve 
months, the National Institute for the Blind 
has been paying more attention to text books 
for school purposes than to general library 
needs. We, therefore, are hard put to it, to 
get sufficient new stuff for our readers. The 
American Library Association could do no 
better in my estimation at least, than confine 
its assistance to American embossers, to the 
field of fiction, and fiction of a quick, thrill- 
ing, emotional type. 

Our total circulation for 1921 was 12,296, an 
increase of 800 odd over the circulation of the 
previous year. By far the greatest amount of 
this circulation must be accredited to braille. 
Our publishing department was concerned 
mostly with the production of text books for 
the Ontario School for the Blind, but we 
managed to print George H. Locke's splen- 
did little historical work When Canada was 
New France. We are now, by the way, about 
to braille Louis Hemon's Maria Chapdelaine, 
a delightful story of present day French-Can- 
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adian life in the wilds of Northern Quebec. 
We, of course, also have published regularly, 
our Braille Courier, a magazine in grade one 
and a half braille. 

S. C. Swift, Chief Librarian. 

WORK WITH THE FOREIGN BORN 

The principal activities of the Committee 
this year have been in two lines: in corre- 
spondence with librarians seeking advice and 
information, particularly in problems of book- 
buying; and in the preparation of the series 
of articles on library relations with various 
immigrant groups, the first numbers of which 
have appeared in the Library Journal as fol- 
lows: 

Yiddish literature, in the number of De- 
cember 15, 1921; the Polish immigrant and 
the library, part 1, January IS, 1922; the 
Library and the Japanese, February 15, 1922. 
The Roumanian immigrant and the library, 
May 1, 1922. 

Part 2 of The Polish Immigrant and the 
library is in the hands of the editor. An ar- 
ticle on library work with Greek immigrants 
is about ready and other topics are in prep- 
aration. 

It has been the aim of these articles to fur- 
nish such practical information as will be of 
use to librarians generally. They have found 
much appreciation also on the part of the 
immigrant groups discussed. The Polish im- 
migrant and the library was reviewed editor- 
ially at considerable length in the Polish press 
and has produced real interest among the 
Polish public in the work of libraries. The 
chairman of the Committee has been asked 
to take charge of weekly library columns in 
two important Polish newspapers. This could 
be made a work of much value in the exten- 
sion of library interest and influence, and 
in the Americanization through the library 
of the Polish people. 

The chairman represented the Committee 
at the National Conference of Social Work 
in Milwaukee in June, 1921, and at the Con- 
ference of the Department of Work with 
Foreign Born Americans of the Episcopal 
church at the same time. From Milwaukee 
she went at her own expense to Stevens 
Point, Wisconsin, to the Mother House of 
the Polish Sisters of St. Joseph, where she 
addressed the Order on How the library 



can help the Sisters in their teaching. This 
was an important piece of work ; not only be- 
cause the Sisters addressed teach 225,000 chil- 
dren in parochial schools in 7 states ; but also 
because it marked the beginning of great pos- 
sibilities in parochial school relations. People 
who regard the public school as the universal 
melting-pot are apparently not aware that 
hundreds of thousands of children of foreign 
parents attend parochial schools where they 
are segregated by race. The library is the 
only agency so situated as to be able to estab- 
lish helpful and effective contacts with these 
children and their teachers and the importance 
of so doing cannot be overestimated. 

The Committee are in a position to promote 
this work by visiting other teaching orders, 
having invitations to other Mother-Houses, 
but it is felt that the Association ought to 
meet the necessary expenses of travel; and 
it is perhaps not amiss to say that there should 
be assurance that the Sisters will be received 
at the libraries they find it convenient to use 
with the responsiveness and interest they have 
been promised. 

A round table on work with the foreign born 
is in preparation for the Detroit conference, 
and it is designed to make the program one 
of practical helpfulness. 

The following suggestions are made to 
the Association as the general conclusions of 
the year, and it is recommended that they be 
adopted by the Council as an A. L. A. plat- 
form on library work with the foreign born : 

1st. The public library should be absolutely 
democratic in regimen and administration, giv- 
ing equal service to the whole public regard- 
less of the place of nativity. Where funds 
are insufficient, preference should be given to 
those portions of the community having least 
opportunity at their own command. 

2nd. In order to provide the service which 
is the just due of all taxpayers, and which 
is an essential part of the educational and 
recreational functions of the public library, the 
immigrant people should be provided with 
reading matter which they can use, both in 
easy English books and in books and periodi- 
cals in the native tongue. 

3rd. Assistants should be trained for work 
with immigrants as a special field of library 
work, and encouraged in the study of racial 
understanding and of immigrant literatures 
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and of the characteristics of immigrant cul- 
tures. Library schools should incorporate 
work along this line into their regular courses. 

4th. In communities having considerable im- 
migrant population, the library should be 
given prominence as a social institution, and 
should be made in actual fact a community 
center. We recommend in this connection 
the free use of library rooms for clubs, public 
meetings and the like; formal invitations to 
organizations such as societies, lodges and 
study-classes for carefully planned visits ; and 
also that libraries take the initiative in the 
public introduction of official representatives 
of European countries, such as consuls and 
visiting members of legations, and of dis- 
tinguished European visitors of races locally 
represented. The public library is admirably 
situated as a place for informal public recep- 
tions which, in the entertainment of distin- 
guished guests, may naturally bring together 
native and foreign born elements of the 
population, to the great increase of mutual 
respect and appreciation. 

In conclusion, the Committee call the atten- 



tion of the Association to the fact that no 
work worth doing can be accomplished with- 
out an expenditure of money on the part 
of some one. We as individuals and the li- 
braries with which we are connected have 
met all the expenses of the work of the 
last two years, but our limit is about reached. 
For the editorial work which is open to us, 
and for the correspondence which comes to 
us, stenographic help is necessary, and we 
should have a fund with which to provide 
it. The Committee are willing to give their 
time for constructive thought and careful 
planning, and for the establishment of con- 
tacts and the accomplishment of work, but 
they feel that they should be relieved of the 
need for doing themselves those mechanical 
processes which might be taken care of at 
the expenditure of a small amount of money. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Eleanor E. Ledbetter, Chairman. 

Hannah C. Ellis, 

Josephine Gratiaa, 

Marion Horton, 

Margery Quigley, 

Adelaide C. Rood. 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE 

In accordance with the provisions of Sec- 
tion IS of the Constitution as adopted in 1921, 
your Finance Committee submits the follow- 
ing report : 

The probable income of the Association for 
1922 from its various funds has been estimated 
by the Committee and the Executive Board 
has made appropriations within these amounts. 
These budgets setting forth the incomes as 
estimated, have been printed in the Bulletin 
for January (pp. 20-21) and it is, therefore, 
unnecessary to report their details herewith. 

The Committee thought it desirable to con- 
tinue the practice instituted last year of having 
the various accounts of the Association audit- 
ed by a certified public accountant instead of 
by the members of the Committee, and again 
engaged for this work the firm of Marwick, 
Mitchell & Company. This firm has, under 
the Committee's instructions, audited the fol- 
lowing funds of the Association for the year 
1921 : 



American Library Association General 
Funds. 

James L. Whitney Fund. 

American Library Association Publishing 
Funds. 

American Library Association War Funds. 

American Library Association Books for 
Everybody Fund. 

The disbursements made from these various 
funds were verified by reference to the sup- 
porting vouchers and cancelled checks, and 
the various cash balances and securities held 
by the Association, deposited in bank, or in 
the hands of the Trustees of the Endowment 
Fund, were also found to agree with the bal- 
ances reported by the Treasurer of the Asso- 
ciation and by the Trustees. 

The afore-mentioned audits have been ex- 
amined and approved by the Finance Com- 
mittee and will be laid before the Executive 
Board at its next meeting with the recom- 
mendation that they be adopted by that body, 
according to the practice of recent years. 



